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BACKGROUND

» Advocate created
» Local pilots in 2003
» First report in 2007
» Biennial update cycle initiated in 2010



OBJECTIVES

Original 3:
1. Promote Data Collection & Availability
2. Measure Progress & Evaluate Results
3. Support Efforts to Increase Bicycling & Walking

Secondary Objectives:
4. Make the Health Connection
5. Strengthen the Network of Partners for Biking & Walking



2018 REPORT

» 5 Chapters
» Introduction
» Find Your Angle
» Make Your Case
» Show Your Data
» Appendix



MAJOR THEMES

» Data paints a poor picture

» Fatalities are increasing

» Bicycling and Walking 
rates are not

» Chronic diseases of 
physical inactivity are 
increasing



MAJOR THEMES

» Biking and walking activities 
are much more common 
than in 2007

» Innovation is positive, but 
difficult to Benchmark

» How does Benchmarking 
deal with pervasiveness?



INTRODUCTION

» If Montgomery County was a 
CDP, it’d be included

» 10 of the 50 largest cities 
have populations over 1 
million



MAKE YOUR CASE

» 145 pages of discussion, 
graphics, and data analysis
» Highlights of unique 

Bicycle Friendly 
America data
» BFC data
» BFB data

» Data on advocacy 
organizations

» Data on professionals



BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES

» Since 2002, 16 communities 
in Maryland have applied for 
BFC recognition

» Rockville has applied 7 
times, most recently in 2016

» Takoma Park and Bethesda 
have both participated in the 
past



SHOW YOUR DATA

» 142 Figures with data from public sources and  
surveys



DATA RHYMES, BUT IS NOT THE SAME
Nation States Cities

2.1 Influences on Biking and Walking 3.1 Influences on Biking and Walking

2.2 Overview of Key Federal Benchmarks on 
Biking and Walking

3.2 Overview of Key Federal Benchmarks on 
Biking and Walking

1.1 Rates of Biking and Walking 2.3 Rates of Biking and Walking 3.3 Rates of Biking and Walking

1.2 Demographics of Active Transportation 
(biking, walking, and transit)

2.4 Demographics of Active Transportation 
(biking, walking, and transit)

3.4 Demographics of Active Transportation 
(biking, walking, and transit)

1.3 Public Health Indicators (and biking and 
walking)

2.5 Public Health Indicators (and biking and 
walking)

3.5 Public Health Indicators (and biking and 
walking)

1.4 Bicyclist and Pedestrian Road Safety 2.6 Bicyclist and Pedestrian Road Safety 3.6 Bicyclist and Pedestrian Road Safety

1.5 Federal Funding and Planning for Bicycling 
and Walking

2.7 Plans and Policies 3.7 Plans and Policies

2.8 Traffic Laws and Training for Bicyclist and 
Pedestrian Safety

3.8 Staff and Community Support for Biking and 
Walking

1.5 Federal Funding and Planning for Bicycling 
and Walking

2.9 Funding for Biking and Walking 3.9 Funding for Biking and Walking

2.10 Infrastructure for People Biking and 
Walking

3.10 Infrastructure for People Biking and 
Walking



RATES OF BIKING & WALKING

» Montgomery County is right 
around the national average 
for biking (.6%) and slightly 
lower than average for 
walking (2.1%)

» Bethesda is significantly 
better, Rockville is similar, 
Takoma Park is somewhat 
better



BICYCLIST & PEDESTRIAN ROAD SAFETY

» Montgomery County is safer 
than the national average 
and Maryland’s average
» Per modal commuter
» Per capita

» 20+% of traffic deaths are 
pedestrians in MD



PLANS & POLICIES

» Montgomery County, like 
virtually all cities in the 
report, has a bike plan 
and complete streets 
policy

» Maryland has plans and 
policies too



TRAFFIC LAWS, TRAINING, STAFFING

» Average FTE for 50 
largest cities is 8.6 FTE

» Range from .1 per 100k 
population to 10 per 
100k population



FUNDING FOR BIKING & WALKING

» Maryland is trending in 
the right direction in the 
use of federal funds

» Reported City data is 
sparse
» Range of between 

$.03 and $48.82 per 
capita



INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 
BIKING & WALKING

» Survey data suggests 
MD does not promote 
PBL and BBL

» 50 Largest cities
» Average of 1.3 miles 

of bike infrastructure 
per square mile

» 15.1 miles of 
sidewalks per mile



MONTGOMERY COUNTY

» Great New Bike Plan
» Focus on Protected Bike Lanes and Shared Use Paths
» Not a lot about the Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Traffic 

Safety Advisory Committee (PBTSAC) or advocates
» A couple Maryland state related policy changes in plan

» Need for state advocacy
» Plan lacks specific cost estimates and will require new 

funding commitments



MONTGOMERY COUNTY

“An additional 377 miles are recommended as priorities for 
construction in one of four tiers. Approximately 42 percent of 
the recommended bikeway network is recommended for 
implementation as opportunities arise rather than as a set of 
stand-alone projects”
» What is the PBTSAC’s role in prioritizing tiers?
» Ensuring build out through opportunities that arise?

How do you define successful implementation and 
benchmark it?



QUESTIONS
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