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Member and affiliation 
Present 

Others in attendance and affiliation Yes No 

Vacant   Ryan Zerbe, MCDEP 
Trudi Bick, public-at-large   Ana Arriaza, MCDEP 
Beth Forbes, public-at-large    
Erica Goldman, scientific/academic    
Vacant    
Paul Hlavinka, public-at-large    
Daphne Pee, public-at-large    
Fred Samadani, agricultural    
Danila Sheveiko, business    
Mike Smith, environmental    
Tanya Spano, environmental    
Edgard Tellez-Morales, public-at-large    
Patrick Walsh, environmental    
Vacant    
Vacant    
Martin Chandler, WSSC    
Pam Parker, DEP    
Mark Symborski MNCPPC    

Agenda Item Major Points 

7:00 - 7:40 
Presentation on ESD 
Outreach by DEP's Ryan 
Zerbe and Ana Arriaza 

Ryan Zerbe, Planning Specialist for MCDEP, updated the group on DEP’s 
outreach and education initiatives (E&O).  The County’s Coordinated 
Implementation Strategy and Watershed Implementation Plans (the 
Strategy) to meet the MS4 permit requirements includes E&O initiatives, 
identified as cost effective measures to help achieve County water quality 
goals and standards.  The outreach initiatives in the Strategy include pet 
waste education, residential lawn care education, litter reduction, and tree 
planting.  DEP is specifically working with the Interstate Commission of 
the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB) on a pet waste pilot program and on 
building capacity within watershed groups.  DEP is also working with the 
Patuxent Reservoir Group on lawn fertilizer reduction outreach.  DEP’s 
E&O also includes promotion of CIP projects, particularly residential 
runoff projects and other ESD.  DEP has begun looking more closely at 
documenting awareness and behavior change and has increased it outreach 
presence by 145% from FY10 to FY11.  To date, E&O is focused on 
residential audiences.  The group asked how the WQAG could help in 
DEP’s E&O initiatives.  Ryan stressed the importance of taking the E&O 
outreach message back to citizens’ groups and stakeholders. 

7:40 - 7:50: 
February Minutes & 
March Agenda Approval, 
New member update 

The February minutes were approved with changes.  The March agenda 
was approved. 
Pam advised that the three new WQAG members will be confirmed by 
Council on March 20. 

7:50 - 8:25: Subcommittee 
Organization & Planning 

The group revisited structure and focus of existing subcommittees, which 
currently focus on ESD, emerging issues and TMDLs.  Paul stressed the 
importance of engaging citizens to understand local water quality issues, 
and linking the WQAG to watershed advocacy that will help the County 
meet MS4 requirements. The group decided to form a new subcommittee 
to combine outreach and education with emerging issues.  Trudi will chair 
and Paul will assist.  
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The group decided to keep the TMDL subcommittee, and ESD 
committees. 
 
Emerging Issues and Outreach: 
Trudi-Chair 
Paul, Edgard, Daphne, Martin, and Tanya 
 
ESD: 
Beth-Chair 
Paul, Mike, Patrick, and Danila 
 
TMDL: 
Chair-Tanya 
Daphne, Erica, Patrick, Fred, Mark, and Edgard 
 

8:25 - 9:00: 
 CERB Process and Other 
Business   

The group discussed Bill 32-11’s requirement to submit a two year 
workplan to the Committee Evaluation and Review Board.  The group 
agreed for the subcommittees to draft workplans via conference call before 
the next meeting.  The product will both inform the new members and be 
used for the CBER report. 
 
April meeting:  

• Introduction of new members 
• Mark Symborski will update the group on the zoning code rewrite. 
• The Subcommittees will report 
• Update on Lake Whetstone dredging 
• The group will discuss Bill 32-11’s required workplan including 

proposals to reduce demand on County staff time and resources. 

 

9:00 p.m. Adjourn The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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Table A.  Future Meetings- Speakers and Topics 
 
Speaker/Affiliation Subject WQAG Coordinator Date 
Erica G. Corsica River Project Erica May 
 Project 263 Erica May 
Tanya S. DC’s Green Area Ratio Tanya TBD 
Mark S. Zoning Code Re-write Mark S. April 
Betsy Weinkam, 
Coastal Resources 

ICC environmental mitigation 
and stewardship projects  

 TBD 

Tanya S. Climate change and adaptation 
discussion, impacts on 
stormwater 

Tanya June 

Paul Hlavinka/Pam 
Parker 

Update on Lake Whetstone 
dredge spoils 

  
 

Pam Parker Update on Water and Sewer Plan 
update 

Pam Ongoing 

? Takoma Park Green Streets ?  
Danila Sheveiko Presentation on ESD Danila TBD 
Pam WIP Phase II Update Pam May 
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Water Quality Advisory Group 
March 12, 2012 
 
AGENDA 
 
7:00 - 7:40: Presentation on ESD Outreach by DEP's Ryan Zerbe 
7:40 - 7:50: February minutes & March agenda approval 
7:50 - 8:25: Subcommittee organization & planning 
8:25 - 9:00:  CERB process and other business   
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Member and affiliation 
Present 

Others in attendance and affiliation Yes No 

Trudi Bick, public-at-large X   
Beth Forbes, public-at-large X   
Erica Goldman, scientific/academic X   
Paul Hlavinka, public-at-large  X  
Daphne Pee, public-at-large  X  
Annette Rosenblum, scientific/academic X   
Scott Roser, business X   
Fred Samadani, agricultural X   
Danila Sheveiko, business X   
Mike Smith, environmental X   
Tanya Spano, environmental X   
Cameron Tana, public-at-large X   
Edgard Tellez-Morales, public-at-large  X  
Patrick Walsh, environmental X   
Martin Chandler, WSSC X   
Pam Parker, DEP  X Meo Curtis, DEP 
Mark Symborski MNCPPC X   

Agenda Item Major Points 

7:00-7:05 New member 
introduction 

Patrick Walsh, co-chair, welcomed all and asked for introductions around 
the table since there were 3 new members present:  Annette Rosenblum, 
Scott Roser, and Cameron Tana.    

7:05-7:15 March summary 
and April agenda approval 

Danila Sheveiko then asked for and received approval for the March 
meeting summary and the draft April Agenda.  He read aloud the 
Executive's response to Daphne Pee concerning Anacostia reforestation 
efforts.  He requested and Meo Curtis concurred that DEP would send the 
electronic version to all members as well as posting on the web site. 

7:15 - 8:15: Presentation 
on the Zoning Code 
rewrite and incorporating 
ESD 

Mark Symborski, MNCPPC Planning, then provided a powerpoint 
presentation with an overview about the Planning Department's Zoning 
Code rewrite and changes related to assuring that Environmental Site 
Design (ESD) to the maximum extent practicable (MEP).  He noted the 
DEP consultant effort with an interagency workgroup to look at the 
County's codes for obstacles and opportunities related to implementing 
ESD to the MEP.  During the previous week, he had provided to the 
WQAG members a summary prepared by the Planning staff involved with 
the Zoning Code rewrite related to the DEP project and proposed zoning 
code changes.  Most of the DEP project recommendations were focused on 
Chapter 59, which is the zoning code. 
 
The Zoning Code rewrite involved a consultant team, a Zoning Advisory 
Group of stakeholders, and multiple public meetings to research and 
evaluate all aspects of the County's unwieldy zoning code, not just the 
environmental aspects.  The Zoning Code had been last revised in 1977.   
 
Interagency review is currently ongoing with the goal for a consolidated 
review draft in June, to go to the Planning Board in September, and a final 
draft to go to the Executive in December.  
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He encouraged members to go to one of the several public meetings 
scheduled to present the current draft.  He asked that comments from the 
WQAG be sent to him.  There was some discussion among the group 
about individual vs group comments but reservations on the group 
comments were related to timeliness to meet the Planning Department's 
timeline.   
 
The question was asked about the DEP project recommendations not 
related to the zoning code.  Ms. Curtis stated that there was no specific 
timeline for follow up, especially for the Road Code which was changed 
via significant stakeholder group input back in 2008.   
 
Beth Forbes had attended one of the public meetings.  She mentioned that 
WQAG members might also look more closely at the section related to the 
SPA overlay zone and mention that DPS will assign a staff person to 
particpate during the Planning Departments review for the development 
review committee. 
 
Other comments included the need to look at grading and the Planning 
Department's environmental guidelines.  There was also discussion about 
the WQAG considering at a future meeting what might be recommended 
to assure that non-zoning code recommendations will be addressed. 
 

8:15 - 9:00: 
 CERB Process and Other 
Business   

The co-chairs then led the discussion about the draft report which had been 
distributed via e-mail related to the WQAG and the Committee Evaluation 
and Review Board (CERB).  This report needed to include workgroup 
goals and accomplishments and workplan.  The ESD and the Emerging 
Issues subcommittees had provided written updates on their activities for 
inclusion with the report.   
 
Tanya Spano with the TMDL subcommittee agreed to provide an update 
about the focus previously on the Bay TMDL but with the publications of 
the State's Watershed Implementation Plans, the focus for the WQAG 
should be on County progress towards local TMDLs.  She brought up  the 
need for the WQAG to have a briefing on the County's approach for 
meeting TMDLs. 
 
The group also discussed the CERB's directive to evaluate members' 
workload and County resources required.  The members' workloads were 
limited to time at the meeting or to prepare for the meeting.  Some 
members, e.g. Ms. Forbes, mentioned attendance at outside meetings to get 
more information about WQAG issues but there was no specific discussion 
about how to account for these types of meetings.   
 
There were no specific recommendations approved on how to reduce 
County resources required, chiefly DEP staff time from 14-17 hours per 
month.  Most of that is related to providing administrative support 
(updating website, processing reimbursement requests, updating member 
list, forwarding information, responding to WQAG letters).   
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Subcommittee members then volunteered to complete their sections for the 
report.  Ms. Forbes agreed to look at the speakers scheduled for ESD 
topics for the rest of this year and next year.   
 
Trudi Bick noted that the Emerging Issues had added Outreach to its 
purview following the DEP's presentation about watershed outreach needs.    
She mentioned a number of possible topics including triclosan, Lake 
Whetsone dredging and sediment toxics and HOAs and pesticide/herbicide 
application on public areas.  She also mentioned a role for the WQAG to 
identify outreach events and advocate for the Executive's participation. 
 
The WQAG then spent a few minutes updating Table A. Future Meetings 
and Topics and coming to a decision on the May meeting topics.  They 
agreed on an update on Lake Whetstone dredge spoils by member Paul 
Hlavinka and DEP liaison Pam Parker.  Co-Chair Sheveiko advocated for 
one 'field trip' every year so that members would have an opportunity to 
visit projects or other items of interest in the County.   
 
The subcommittee chairs agreed to send descriptions of their subcommitte 
goals and activities via e-mail to encourage new members to join. 

9:00 p.m. Adjourn Adjourned around 9:15 p.m.   

 



Water Quality Advisory Group Meeting Summary- April 16, 2012- DRAFT 
 

Meeting summary prepared by M. Curtis, DEP   A1-1 

Water Quality Advisory Group 
Apri1 16, 2012 
 
AGENDA 
 

• Zoning ReWrite presentation & questions 60 min 
• Introduction of new members 10 min 
• Approval of April agenda, March meeting minutes 5 min 
• Working on the CERB Report 45 min 
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Table A.  Future Meetings- Speakers and Topics 
 
Speaker/Affiliation Subject WQAG Coordinator Date 
Erica G. Corsica River Project Erica May  
 Project 263 Erica May June 
Tanya S. DC’s Green Area Ratio Tanya TBD 
Mark S. Zoning Code Re-write Mark S. April 
Betsy Weinkam, 
Coastal Resources 

ICC environmental mitigation 
and stewardship projects  

 TBD 

Tanya S. Climate change and 
adaptation discussion, impacts 
on stormwater 

Tanya June 11th 

Paul Hlavinka/Pam 
Parker 

Update on Lake Whetstone 
dredge spoils 

Paul May 
 

Pam Parker Update on Water and Sewer 
Plan update 

Pam Ongoing 

? Takoma Park Green Streets Mike May 
Danila Sheveiko Presentation on ESD Danila TBD 
Pam WIP Phase II Update Pam May 
 
NOTE:  changes made at April meeting are shown in Bold Italics 
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Montgomery County Water Quality Advisory Group 

Response to Montgomery County’s Committee Evaluation and Review Board 
 
 

I. Description of the Water Quality Advisory Group (WQAG) 
a. Enabling legislation: Chapter 19, Article IV, § 19-49: 19-49 of the Water Quality 

Discharge Law 
b. WQAG directive 

i. Make recommendations to the Executive and County Council about water 
quality goals, objectives, policies, and programs. 

c. Structure 
i. Central group with three subcommittees 

1. Emerging Issues 
2. Development/Environmental Site Design (ESD) 
3. Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 

II. Justification for continued operation 
a. Support the water quality goals of the County, including 

1. Protect, maintain, and restore County water conditions 
2. Prevent stream deterioration 
3. … it may be too cumbersome to list all of these 

III. Accomplishments from the past two years 
a. Multiple letters written to the Executive and Council on local water quality issues, 

including, for example: 
i. Forest protection in the Anacostia River watershed (which was disrupted 

by the ICC), January 2012 
ii. The use of the emerging water quality contaminant triclosan in County 

commercial and household products, October 2011. 
iii. Supporting the Anacostia Restoration Plan, January 2011. 
iv. Awareness and support for the National Take Back Initiative by the DEA, 

to reduce pharmaceuticals in County water, January 2011. 
b. Interaction and dialogue with representatives from multiple County, State, and 

private agencies and groups, including: 
i. Montgomery County Departments of Planning, DNR, Parks, DEP 

ii. Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
iii. Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
iv. US Environmental Protection Agency 
v. Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works 

vi. The Anacostia Watershed Partnership 
vii. The Drug Enforcement Agency 

c. Subcommittee accomplishments/reports 
i. Development/ESD 

Over the past 2 years the Development/ESD Subcommittee has monitored the 
progress of the county in its progress to implement Environmental Site Design to 
the maximum extent possible.  The subcommittee sponsored a WQAG field trip 
to a LEED Silver multi-family building so the entire WQAG would understand 
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ESD principles.  Speakers were invited to inform the group about the expansion 
of impervious areas in the agricultural areas of the county.  A rainwater harvesting 
project in the county was a topic of discussion.  The committee has also 
sponsored speakers with knowledge of the tree canopy in the county and other 
counties in an effort to understand the status of the canopy.  The County 
Executive was advised to request the state to identify reforestation sites in the 
Anacostia Watershed; the reforestation was pledged by the state in the 2001 
Anacostia Restoration Agreement to expand the Anacostia Watershed’s forest 
cover which has been fragmented by the construction of the Intercounty 
Connector.   
 
The subcommittee’s work program over the next 2 years will cover these topics: 
• Ensuring Environmental Site Design (ESD) to the Maximum Extent 

Practicable (MEP).  The subcommittee expects to provide advice on 
Zoning Code Rewrite before the public review draft is issued in June, 2012.  
The committee will also follow the Permitting Services Streamlining 
Process and DOT for compliance.  Ancillary benefits with air quality and 
energy efficiency will be studied.  Maintenance costs of Low-Impact 
Development will be studied.  

• Groundwater contamination.  The subcommittee will consider the Glen Hills 
Area Sanitary Study and other areas of the county with failing septic 
systems. 

• Special Protection Areas.  The subcommittee will consider the status of the 
Seneca SPA in Clarksburg. 

• Rainwater Harvesting/Green Streets.  The subcommittee will recommend the 
use of these techniques in future county projects. 

• Impervious Surfaces in Rural Areas.  The subcommittee will continue to 
monitor the extent of the development in rural areas. 

 
ii. Emerging Issues 

1.  
iii. TMDL 

1. Speakers on progress of the TMDL 
2. Note delays in the TMDL release, multiple phases 

IV. Statistical review of advisory board member’s workload 
a. One 2 hour general meeting per month 
b. One 1 hour conference call for each subcommittee every 2-3 months (sometimes 

more frequently 
c. 1-5 hours in e-mail correspondence per month on various County water quality 

topics.  
V. Planned Activities and Goals for the future 

a. Overall Group 
i. Future Meetings – Speakers and Topics 

Speaker/Affiliation Subject WQAG Coordinator Date 
Erica G. Corsica River Project Erica May 
 Project 263 Erica May 
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Tanya S. DC’s Green Area Ratio Tanya TBD 
Mark S. Zoning Code Re-write Mark S. April 
Betsy Weinkam, 
Coastal Resources 

ICC environmental mitigation 
and stewardship projects  

 TBD 

Tanya S. Climate change and 
adaptation discussion, impacts 
on stormwater 

Tanya June 

Paul Hlavinka/Pam 
Parker 

Update on Lake Whetstone 
dredge spoils 

  
 

Pam Parker Update on Water and Sewer 
Plan update 

Pam Ongoing 

? Takoma Park Green Streets ?  
Danila Sheveiko Presentation on ESD Danila TBD 
Pam WIP Phase II Update Pam May 
 

b. Subcommittees 
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c. Development/ESD Subcommittee 
Topic - Issue Speaker Membe

r 
Action 

10-Year Water & Sewer Plan – 
Increase in impervious surfaces 
outside sewer envelop with 
category change approvals 

Alan Soukup, DEP 
Katherine Nelson, 
MNCPPC 
January, 2012 
 

Mark 

TBD 

Rainwater Harvesting – Champion Zoreh Movahed, 
WSSC 
David Lake, DEP 
September, 2011 

Beth 

Letter requesting harvesting be championed in other county projects; sewer 
revenue should not be a concern 

Rainwater Harvesting – 
Demontration of Tysons 
Spreadsheet for 1" Rainfall Use on 
Site from Fairfax County Dept of 
Public Works & Environmental 
Services 

Beth Forbes 
Summer 2012 

TBD 

ESD – Determine most pressing 
needs to implement to MEP for 
MS4 requirements and watershed 
planning; LID facility maintenance 
particularly life-cycle costs 

Steve Shofar, DEP 
TBD 

Danila 

TBD 

ESD – Determine most pressing 
needs to implement to MEP for 
MCDOT 

Edgar Gonzales, 
DOT 
TBD 

TBD 

ESD – Determine most pressing 
needs to implement to MEP for 
development and redevelopment 

Rick Brush, DPS 
TBD 

TBD 
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Topic - Issue Speaker Membe
r 

Action 

ESD – Study ancillary benefits 
with Air Quality and Energy Task 
Forces 

TBD TBD 

Green Streets – Champion 
demonstration project in county 

 Mike/ 
new 

member 

Recommend that Takoma Park example be replicated  

Zoning Code Rewrite – Ensure 
ESD  

Mark Symborski, 
MNCPPC 
TBD 

Mark 
Provide comments and suggestions to County Exec to be forwarded to 
MNCPPC 

Clarksburg Stage IV Development 
– Water quality report for 10 Mile 
Creek Special Protection Area 
(SPA) Jennifer St.John (or 

current staff 
member), DEP 
TBD 

 
Paul 

Recommend specific increased water quality controls for development in 
Seneca Creek’s Special Protection Areas Clarksburg Stage III Development 

– Impact on emergency water 
supply reservoir in Cabin Branch 
SPA, opportunities for ESD 

Glen Hills Area Sanitary Study Alan Soukup, DEP Beth TBD   
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VI. County government resources 

a. Monthly Staff time 
i. Monthly meeting -2 Hours 

ii. Writing meeting minutes- 1-2  hours 
iii. Preparing agendas, copying minutes and other meeting materials-.5 hour 
iv. Setting up for meeting, including laptop/projector setup- .5 hour 
v. Other administrative (updating website, processing reimbursement requests, 

updating member list, forwarding information, responding to WQAG letters) -8-
10 hours 

vi. Scheduling interviews, conducting interviews, processing memberships- twice 
yearly- 6 hours for interviews, 6 hours coordination=24 hours yearly, or 2 hours a 
month 

vii. TOTAL MONTHLY STAFF TIME: 14-17 HOURS 
b. Resources 

i. Meeting room 
ii. Copying (approx. 3 pages per member per month, 18 members, 11 months= 594 

pages) 
iii. Computer and Laptop 

 
Water Quality Advisory Group:  Emerging Issues and Outreach Subcommittee 
1.  The Emerging Issues and Outreach Subcommittee focuses on water quality issues which are new and potentially relevant 
to Montgomery County.  The subcommittee, through its various professional and community contacts strives to keep 
apprised of emerging water quality issues, investigates those issues, and if necessary, calls them to the attention of the 
County Executive and Council, with recommendations for actions if appropriate.  The WQAG recognizes the importance of 
increasing stakeholder involvement in addressing water quality issues in the county, and to that end, the subcommittee 
focuses on opportunities to enhance community awareness, including identifying opportunities for the County Executive to 
publically support water quality efforts in the County.  
2. The subcommittee identifies water quality issues at an early stage thereby minimizing the opportunity for the County 
Executive and Council to be blind-sided by an issue, and affording them the opportunity to be informed and act proactively 
if necessary.  With regards to the subcommittee’s outreach efforts, stakeholder involvement has been increasingly 
recognized as key to resolving water quality issues, and the subcommittee looks forward to identifying opportunities to 
educate stakeholders through public awareness activities.     
3. Over the past two years, the subcommittee has supported the County’s participation in the nationwide Drug Take Back 
Program because of its secondary effect of reducing the amount of pharmaceuticals getting into the waste water stream. As 
part of this effort, the subcommittee researched the issue, met with the Montgomery County Police Officer in charge of the 
effort, attended a hearing before the County Council Health Subcommittee, and wrote a letter to the County Executive 
supporting county involvement in the Drug Take Back Program.  The Subcommittee also researched growing concerns 
about the widespread use of the antibacterial agent triclosan, and wrote a letter to the County Executive recommending that 
where possible, the County refrain from purchasing products containing triclosan, and recommending that the County 
support additional research being conducted by the EPA and the FDA. 
4. Provide a statistical review of the committee members’ workload.  (I have no idea how to answer this one) 
5.  The subcommittee has the following plans and goals for the next two years: 
Emerging Issues: 

• Investigate possible contamination caused by coal tar waste in dredge spoils from Lake Whetstone.  
Coal tar waste is currently regulated by other jurisdictions, and potential impacts should be 
investigated and controlled if necessary. Requires further investigation by the subcommittee. 

• Residential pesticide/herbicide use for lawn maintenance.  Some homeowners associations are 
becoming more active with regards to limiting application, and/or notifying residents of application.  
Requires more investigation by the subcommittee, and possibly notification to the County Council of a 
potential issue of concern in the community. 
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• While Federal facilities are not legally required to adhere to the letter of the storm water regulations, 
the subcommittee would like to explore ways to  encourage Federal facilities to at least try to adhere to 
the spirit of the regulations.   

Outreach: 
• Encourage Executive Leggett to be a more public advocate for water issues in the county.  The 

subcommittee, through its network of connections with other environmental groups in the county, 
would keep apprised of upcoming events, and the WQAG could provide a list of opportunities for him 
to attend and/or participate in order to raise awareness of water issues in the county.   

5.  Resources to be added later.  Pam has this info.   
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Member and affiliation 
Present 

Others in attendance and affiliation Yes No 

Trudi Bick, public-at-large   Qi Duan CERB 
Beth Forbes, public-at-large X  Enas Elhanafi CERB 
Erica Goldman, scientific/academic    
Paul Hlavinka, public-at-large X   
Daphne Pee, public-at-large X   
Annette Rosenblum, scientific/academic X   
Scott Roser, business X   
Fred Samadani, agricultural X   
Danila Sheveiko, business X   
Mike Smith, environmental X   
Tanya Spano, environmental X   
Cameron Tana, public-at-large X   
Edgard Tellez-Morales, public-at-large X   
Patrick Walsh, environmental X   
Martin Chandler, WSSC X   
Pam Parker, DEP X   
Mark Symborski MNCPPC X   

Agenda Item Major Points 
7:00-7:15: Introductions, 
approve April minutes and 
draft May agenda 

Two members from the CERB review board were introduced. They are 
present to observe the meeting. Minutes and agenda are unanimously 
approved. 

7:15-7:35: Update on 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL (Pam) 

 

Pamela Parker provided an update on the Chesapeake Bay TMDL. On July 
2, local Maryland Assessment and Scenario Tool (MAST) scenarios are 
due to EPA. By end of July, EPA will finalize potential updates to Phase II 
WIPs. The group discusses a conflict between Montgomery County 
Projections and MAST projections. The source of the conflict was the 
recent MS4 actions required of Montgomery County, which required the 
County to develop their own set of measures and projections. In particular, 
there is a large gap in septic projections, with EPA projecting almost 
double the required corrections as MDEP. Furthermore, this would require 
lots of money with only a marginal improvement in water quality. 
Daphne Pee asks if the TMDL milestones are based on milestones. Tanya 
Spano provides additional background, including that the milestones are 
based on best management practices (BMP), not monitoring.  

7:35-7:55: Update on Lake 
Whetstone dredging project 
(Pam) 

 

Pamela moves on to the topic of dredging in Lake Whetstone. Apparently 
there is an island in Lake Whetstone that is now reachable by foot, due to 
recent increases in sediment. The local community has complained and 
wants the lake dredged. However, the stormwater function of the lake is 
still fully operational. The County took over maintenance of the pond in 
2003, and has agreed to dredge. A consultant has been hired, and there is a 
presentation online with further information. Initial cost projections have 
increased after metals and other contaminants were found in dredged 
material. It is not clear where the dredged material can now be deposited. 
There is an important link between the contaminants and coal tar 
driveways. There is a general consensus among the group that the WQAG 
should consider this issue further. The emerging issues subgroup has 
agreed to look into the issue further. 
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7:55-8:00: Discuss EPA 
unregulated contaminant rule 
 

Martin Chandler proceeded to give a presentation on the forthcoming EPA 
unregulated contaminant rule. The rule is directed only at drinking water, 
and is actually the third iteration of the process. It was originally 
established under the safe drinking water act in 1996. It is intended to 
provide scientifically valid data on the occurrence of unregulated 
contaminants suspected to be in drinking water but which do not have 
health-based standards. Data from the rule are used to develop new 
standards. The process involves a 12 month testing period with 4 quarterly 
increments. Chromium-6 has recently gained a lot of attention, and is now 
being monitored by WSSC. There are also several hormones on the list, 
including endocrine disruptors. In the last two iterations, none of the 
substances were detected by WSSC. Fred Samadani asks if there should be 
sampling of these things before they get to treatment plants. Tanya and 
Martin reply that USGS is highly engaged in this effort. The WQAG will 
keep an eye out for the results of the monitoring.  

8:00-8:15: Discuss plans for 
upcoming meetings/speakers 

 

Tanya has agreed to do a presentation on climate change. It would require 
15 minutes. 
The group agrees to bump back the Green Streets presentation by at least 5 
months. 
Daphne proposes having a speaker on the current local green street 
projects on Dennis and Arcola. Pam will look into who to contact for this 
matter. 
Mike brings up the presentation on Sligo Creek and WQ goals. Lorrie Lilly 
from CWP. Will be contacted, and may also address illicit discharges (as 
recommended by Tanya). 
The Project 263 group can come give a presentation when needed. 

8:15-adjourn: break into 
subcommittees to discuss 
plans 

 

Danila, Pam, and Patrick meet with the CERB representatives. Part of the 
problem is that supposedly $1.4 million is spent annually on the County 
boards. Although it is not clear where this estimate is from, or what it 
assumes, it seems to have legs and must be addressed. The CERB board 
does not believe it to be accurate, so a part of the process will be to get a 
more realistic accounting. Their report is due in September. There are 
currently 84 committees, meaning an average of almost $17,000 spent by 
each group.  
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May 14, 2012 WQAG Agenda 

 

7:00-7:15: Introductions, approve April minutes and draft May agenda 
7:15-7:35: Update on Chesapeake Bay TMDL (Pam) 

7:35-7:55: Update on Lake Whetstone dredging project (Pam) 

7:55-8:00: Discuss EPA unregulated contaminant rule 
8:00-8:15: Discuss plans for upcoming meetings/speakers 

8:15-adjourn: break into subcommittees to discuss plans 
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Table A.  Future Meetings- Speakers and Topics 
 
Speaker/Affiliation Subject WQAG Coordinator Date 
Erica G. Corsica River Project Erica May  
 Project 263 Erica May June 
Tanya S. DC’s Green Area Ratio Tanya TBD 
Mark S. Zoning Code Re-write Mark S. April 
Betsy Weinkam, 
Coastal Resources 

ICC environmental mitigation 
and stewardship projects  

 TBD 

Tanya S. Climate change and 
adaptation discussion, impacts 
on stormwater 

Tanya June 11th 

Paul Hlavinka/Pam 
Parker 

Update on Lake Whetstone 
dredge spoils 

Paul May 
 

Pam Parker Update on Water and Sewer 
Plan update 

Pam Ongoing 

? Takoma Park Green Streets Mike May 
Danila Sheveiko Presentation on ESD Danila TBD 
Pam WIP Phase II Update Pam May 
Lori Lilly Illicit Discharges Mike June 
 
NOTE:  changes made at April meeting are shown in Bold Italics 
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