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I. Welcome and Introductions 

II. Speaker -  Priya Sarathy Jones, National Campaign Director at the Fees and 

Fines Justice Center. Maryland considered a bill by Senator Smith last year 

that would eliminate certain juvenile fees, including the practice of 

charging indigent youth and families for the cost of public defenders or 

court-appointed attorneys. She will discuss juvenile fines and possible 

legislation or advocacy for the Commission. 

 

- There is a larger picture of advocacy happening by groups focused on eliminating 

fines and fees in the juvenile system across states. 

o California and Nevada are the only two states that have accomplished this 

so far. The two states accomplished this is very different ways. 

- In Maryland there is a shift to more coalition building before moving forward again. 

There are several groups interested in this topic but not a lot of 

collaboration/coordination currently. The larger criminal justice reform initiatives are 

also impacting these efforts and advocates are trying to tease the juvenile justice 

fines and fees out as a separate issue. Trends indicate that fines and fees is a 

more bipartisan issue that can garner support as a separate issue. 

- Recommended Resources (click on each to access hyperlinks below): 

o Juvenile Law Center – Debtors’ Prison for Kids 

o Making Families Pay by Berkeley Law Clinic 

o Double Punishment 

- Driver’s License Suspensions – advocacy is currently happening by groups around 

the suspension of driver’s licenses because of outstanding court fees (in adult and 

juvenile systems). Virginia and Texas are two states that have ceased driver’s 

license suspensions recently. 

o State Senator William Stanley from Virginia has been very impactful in 

recent justice reform in Virginia. 

- Montgomery County does not utilize court fees or fines. Many state associated 

fees that could be assessed in Montgomery County are up to judicial 

determination. Other counties such as Prince George’s County do utilize fees and 

fines in the juvenile system. 

In Montgomery County, Screening and Assessment Services for Children and Adolescents 
(SASCA) 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/HHS-

Program/Program.aspx?id=BHCS/BHCSSASCA-p1961.html 
 is free however fees for services can come into play if youth are referred to services such 
as substance abuse treatment programs through private insurance. Fees assessed for 
placement cost are rare. 

- Court Appointed versus Public Defender – In Montgomery County, minimal 

administrative fees are associated ($50) with accessing a public defender; youth 

must apply for and be approved for a public defender. Court appointed lawyers are 

not public defenders and may charge fees which vary widely. 

- Restitution – this can be ordered in Montgomery County however there are 

concerns that this is not effective or feasible for many. Restorative Justice 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinesandfeesjusticecenter.org%2Fteam%2Fpriya-sarathy-jones%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDiane.Lininger%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C0b073e5540db4dc94f6808d714356528%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C637000091876599326&sdata=G8%2FetSxmCLYCxsJ9rUSfSd3DmKiysumyp10qoV64wRA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinesandfeesjusticecenter.org%2Fteam%2Fpriya-sarathy-jones%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDiane.Lininger%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C0b073e5540db4dc94f6808d714356528%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C637000091876599326&sdata=G8%2FetSxmCLYCxsJ9rUSfSd3DmKiysumyp10qoV64wRA%3D&reserved=0
https://debtorsprison.jlc.org/#!/map
https://debtorsprison.jlc.org/documents/JLC-Debtors-Prison.pdf
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Making-Families-Pay.pdf
https://www2.law.temple.edu/csj/cms/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Double-Punishment.pdf
https://apps.senate.virginia.gov/Senator/memberpage.php?id=S82
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/HHS-Program/Program.aspx?id=BHCS/BHCSSASCA-p1961.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/HHS-Program/Program.aspx?id=BHCS/BHCSSASCA-p1961.html
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Programs were mentioned as a possible alternative being implemented in many 

schools across jurisdictions. Restitution is a separate issue from fines and fees. 

- Possible next steps for the commission to consider –  

o connect with those around the state (advocacy groups, other 

boards/commissions, etc.) interested in this topic, learn the various stances 

and build upon existing partnerships to strengthen a coalition for advocacy 

efforts 

o explore what the practices are across Counties regarding fees and fines; 

identify those that may be willing to align with efforts to support legislative 

change 

o explore what is working within Montgomery County regarding how the 

systems are funded without relying on fines and fees 

 

III. July 2019 minutes – July 2019 minutes were adopted and approved 

IV.  New Business 

a.  Annual Report – The report reflects July to July (previous year) and is 

due at the end of October. Sign-up sheet was passed around soliciting 

volunteers to write articles for this report.  

b. Interviews for new Commissioners – Interviews took place last week 

and letters have been sent to the Executive’s Office for appointment. 

c.  Visit to the ERC – Commissioners toured the new ERC location recently. 

Commissioners felt welcomed by the staff at the center and felt the center 

is rich in resources available to enrolled youth. Commissioners were 

surprised by the low number of youths encountered at the visit. Discussion 

took place around the ERC’s role as an alternative to detention in 

Montgomery County. The ERC is state funded through DJS. Capacity is 

capped at 20 youth at any time. 

d. October meeting, we will have Alyson Clements from National Juvenile 

Justice Network to speak on Youth engagement.  

V. Ad-Hoc Committee reports 

a. Vision Statement Ad-Hoc committee – revised vision statement 

approved, no objections, 1 abstained 

b. Youth involvement Ad-Hoc committee – the subcommittee discussed 

the need to bring in speakers (such as the Oct speaker) to help share 

information with the commission on youth engagement. The hope is that 

this information will help inform next steps. 

 VI.  Announcements from Agency Members, Commissioners and Members 

 of the  Public. 

- Briefing: Behavioral/Mental Health Services in Juvenile Justice System - A joint 
session with County Council’s Public Safety and Health & Human Services 
Committees is taking place at 9:30am on Thursday (9/19). 

 
  VII.  Meeting Adjourned 
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