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EXPERIENCE 

The Law Office of Melissa A. Wu, LLC/Mirsky Policastri, LLC 
Elder Law Attorney, January 2012-Present 
• Medicaid, Medicare, Veteran’s Benefits.  Advise clients regarding the federal and state laws and accessibility of long
term care public benefits.  Represent clients in appeals and redetermination of denied claims.
• Guardianship. Represent a diverse group of clients in adult guardianship matters, including interested persons.
Consistently achieved favorable results for clients, including compelling the guardianship petitioner to withdraw the petition,
and convincing the court that a Power of Attorney is a viable less restrictive alternative to adult guardianship and the petition
should be withdrawn.
• Elder Law Consumer Protection. Represent elder clients in consumer collection matters, including outstanding medical
bills and skilled nursing costs. Client being sued for $25,000 as the representative payee under a nursing home contract.  I
fought the case with consumer protection and agency law arguments and the nursing home dismissed the case with prejudice.
• Nursing Home Law. Successfully represent clients in involuntary transfer matters, resulting in withdrawal of involuntary
transfer.  Review nursing home and other contracts and advise clients as to legal and financial risks.
• Estate and Long Term Care Planning. Counsel clients in long term care planning. Draft simple and complex estate plans,
including wills, trusts, and powers of attorney for clients based client goals, taking into consideration future long term care
financing options and potential qualification for public benefits such as Medicaid and Veteran’s benefits.
• Probate.  Represent Personal Representatives in probate matters, assist clients with the probate process, regular estate
and ancillary probate matters. Assist client with filing claims against the estate to recover outstanding loans made to the
decedent just prior to the death of the decedent.

Avendra, LLC, Rockville, Maryland 
Manager, Strategic Contracting, May 2011 to April 2014 
• Managed a $200 million dollar portfolio of procurement contracts for hotel commodities, consisting of more than

30 complex contractual arrangements among commodity manufacturers, distributors, and customers.
• Drafted contracts and amendments ensuring legal and financial compliance, ensuring Avendra and its customers’

respective interests are protected.
• Lead supplier negotiation and pricing strategy development efforts for new and existing procurement contracts.
• Strategically managed supplier relationships including development and monitoring of supplier performance criteria.

American Red Cross, National Headquarters, Washington DC 
Legal Consultant, Office of the General Counsel, March 2010 to November 2010 
• Exercised a high level of proficiency in advocacy and oral and written legal presentations with a keen ability to

effectively communicate legal concepts to non-lawyers.
• Approved blood supply products and services contracts serving 36 regions collecting, processing and distributing

lifesaving blood and blood products for largest supplier of blood and blood products in the nation.
• Advised clients regarding legal implications of compliance-related requests from state-operated and private hospitals

subject to HIPPA, AABB Standards, and Joint Commission accreditation to ensure American Red Cross legal and
business compliance.

• Negotiated Federal Government, Veteran’s Administration and Navy contracts and provided legal interpretation of FAR
requirements.

Marriott International, Inc., Bethesda, Maryland, 1997-2006 
Senior Technology Contracts Manager, April 2004 to August 2006 
• Managed large-scale negotiations by consistently delivering results through establishing significant strategic and tactical

expertise for multi-million dollar technology purchase contracts.
• Interpreted Marriott’s business requirements to ensure compliance with internal policies and procedures ensuring that

favorable business terms and legal requirements were accurately captured in legal documents. Integrated complex
technical data and legal requirements into cohesive Requests for Proposals and provided legal and business
recommendations to clients during the bid process.

• Functioned as the point person seeking special approval of the CIO for heavily negotiated exceptions to Marriott’s
business model in order to accommodate overriding urgent business needs justifying deviation from standard terms.
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International Lodging Operations Senior Paralegal, October 1997 to April 2004 
• Guided hotel executives located in the Asia-Pacific region on complex legal and business-related matters, coordinating 

local counsel to assist with complex issues pertaining to a multinational corporation with branches operating in 20 
countries within the region. 

• Managed due diligence and analyzed employment contracts for 400 employees during a major international hotel 
acquisition which doubled Marriott’s overseas operations, identifying legal issues relative to impending termination of 
the employment contracts. 

• Prepared corporate resolutions and board documents for foreign registered and joint venture entities and advised board 
members of duties and requirements to ensure compliance with applicable international corporate laws.   

• Administered data protection registration of Marriott entities subject to data privacy requirements of the European Union 
(EU) Data Protection Directive (95/46/EC) regarding notice, purpose, consent and disclosure requirements of processing 
personal data collected and processed at international hotels in the EU.   

  
 
EDUCATION 
 
Western New England College of Law, Springfield Massachusetts 
LLM in Estate Planning and Elder Law, May 2013 
 
University of the District of Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law, Washington DC, J.D., December 2009 
 
George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia 
M.A., International Commerce and Policy, May 1998 
3.7 GPA 
 
University of Maryland, University College, College Park, Maryland 
B.A., Paralegal Studies, May 1995 
Cum Laude; 3.9 GPA. 
 
PRO BONO EXPERIENCE 
 
NBI, 2014-Present 
Taught seminar to other practicing attorneys how to appeal a VA denial of benefits through the entire appellate process.  
 
Homeless Veteran’s Representation Project, 2014-Present 
Assist Veterans in re-opening denied claims, and appealing claim denial within the BVA.   
 
Alzheimer’s Association, Fairfax, VA, 2014- Present 
Provide legal and financial training in Maryland, educating elders and their families as to the importance of advanced 
planning, explaining the nature and purpose of essential legal long term care and estate planning documents. 
 
Maryland Disability Law Center, Baltimore, MD, 2011-2013 
Advocate on client’s behalf to obtain additional educational and related services to disabled client. Assisted client with 
securing Medicaid disability benefits for disabled child.  
 
UDC-DCSL Government Accountability Project Clinic, Washington DC, 2009 
Recommended courses of action for clients seeking protection under applicable Whistleblower laws and corporate and 
governmental Whistleblower policies.  Researched sovereign immunity issues and prepared legal summaries, including 
recommended course of action for clients; cataloged documents received from FOIA requests and prepared subsequent 
requests for information.  
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