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RISMILLER LAW GROUP, LLC 
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW 
51 MONROE PLACE SUITE 1406 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850 

January 23, 2012 

Donna K. Rismiller* 
Kristin Emond * 
Andrew R. Italia** 
Maura L. Lynch* 

Of Counsel: 
Gregory E. Flynn * 
Zhia L. Shepardson** 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Below is a summary of experience, additional/specialized training, and other skills that may be specifically 
relevant for my appointment as Child Counsel. As you will note, I have a degree in Psychology and other expertise in 
educational development. Through my employment with the Rismiller Law Group, I have worked with many local 
mental healthcare providers, including Dr. Mary Donahue, Dr. Gail Thornburg, Dr. Paul Berman, and Dr. David Missar. 
I have also worked directly with representatives from the Abused Persons Program, House of Ruth, SA L.I. , Potomac 
Ridge, Washington Adventist Hospital, Child Protective Services and Montgomery County Public Schools. With this 
background, I believe I would be well-suited for Nagel v. Hooks appointments, as well as other litigation cases that 
may involve issues of mental health evaluations, Individual Educational Plans (IEPs), learning assessment tools, and 
other psychological or educational data/review. Obviously, I would agree to pro bono/family law fund appointments, 
with a minimum of at least one appointment per year. 

I pride myself on being an advocate for children. As a trainer, and having worked directly with children with 
learning disabilities for nearly ten years, I have developed teaching programs and tools which allow parents to better 
assist their children with certain learning limitations and/or challenges. It is now my desire to assist children who find 
themselves involved in our legal system, and I hope that my education and experience will provide the authorities of 
our court with the confidence that I accept the role of Child Counselor with the genuine understanding of the 
magnitude of the responsibility. Please feel free to contact me directly regarding any questions or for further 
information. 

Educational Background: 
• Bachelor of Arts, Justice & Law, 1990 - American University, Washington, DC 

• Member of Golden Key National Honor Society 
• Focus of study was Psychology and Law, Victimology, and individual rights across various cultures, 

religions and countries . 
• Bachelor of Arts, Psychology, 1990 - American University, Washington, DC 

• Member of the Psi Chi (Psychology) National Honor Society 
• Member of Order of Omega (Community Leadership) Honor Society 
• Focus of study was Adolescent/Child Psychology and behavior modification . 

• Juris Doctorate of Law, 1996 - Washington College of Law, Washington, DC 
• While at the Washington College of Law, served on the College's Honor Code and Ethics Committee 

and participated in the nationally renowned Public Interest Law Clinic which specialized in pro bono 
assistance with Social Security claims, Veteran's claims, and other victim rights administrative law 
actions. Also a member of the Juvenile Justice Society and DC Lawyer in the Classroom program that 
was designed to develop programs to enlighten disadvantaged youth on the opportunities of obeying 
the law, the potential consequences of law-breaking, and a child's rights under the law. 

TELEPHONE: (301) 340-1616 
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FACSIMILE: (301) 340-1992 E-mail: KEmolld@Rismillerlaw.com 



Professional Background: 

• Family Law practitioner, 2006 to present. Focus of practice includes negotiation of settlement agreements, 
resolution of child custody and visitation disputes, divorce litigation, and Protective Orders. 

• Professional Trainer, 2002-2007. As a corporate trainer, provided courses in mediation, teambuilding, mentoring, 
improving communication skills, leadership development, organizational management, personal empowerment, 
DISC behavioral studies and Meyers Briggs. As a professional speaker, traveled throughout the northeastern 
United States giving seminars and individual workshops for such groups as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, FDIC, 
the American Education and Development Institute, and many other public and private agencies. 

• Civil Law practitioner 1997-2002. Corporate counsel for a multi-national banking institution and eventually a Fortune 
500 company. Focus of practice included corporate contracting, international banking, intellectual property, and 
human resource issues. 

• Certified DISC Instructor since 2002. 

• Certified Myers-Briggs Instructor since 2000. 

Volunteer Experience: 

• Washington, DC and Maryland Volunteerism Awards for planning and managing programs and fund raising events 
for the National Kidney Foundation, Martha's Table, D.C. Cares, D.C. Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity, 
National Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness, Uplift tutoring program for D.C. foster care homes, 
My Sister's Place and House of Ruth. 

• Teacher for catechist classes at St. Patrick's Church in Rockville, Maryland. Grades taught include 4th grade, 5th 

grade and currently teaching 7th grade for the past 3 years. 

• Coach for Montgomery County Public Schools, specifically Rockville High School athletics, 2002-2003. 

• Assistant Coach for Rockville Parks and Recreation Program, 2002-2006. 

• Leadership Trainer and Conference Presenter for Toastmasters International, 1999-2010. Designed and provided 
various presentations. Managed and supervised over 8 Youth Leadership Programs with various schools in 
Montgomery County, Maryland. 

Thank you for your consideration of my application to be registered and appointed as a Child Counselor for the 
Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland. 
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