Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland
Policies & Procedures for Court-Appointed Counsel for the Alleged Disabled Person and

Guardian of Property

The following policies and procedures have been adopted by the Circuit Court for
Montgomery County (the Court) to ensure that appointments of Counsel for the Alleged
Disabled Person and Guardians of Property are made consistently and equitably.

l. Roster of Court-Approved Counsel

A. The Court will maintain a Roster of Court-Approved Counsel for the Alleged
Disabled Person and Guardian of Property on the Court’s website and in a
paper file maintained by the Guardianship Case Manager.

B. A Review Committee, consisting of judges appointed by the Administrative
Judge, will be established to ensure that attorneys added to the Roster of
Court-Approved Counsel and Guardian of Property meet the criteria listed
above, and to rule on Motions for Fees.

Il. Attorney Qualifications
Attorneys on the Court-Approved Roster shall meet the following criteria:

A Be a member of the Maryland Bar in good standing;

B. Successfully complete six hours of training approved by the Court;

C. Have at least three (3) years of practice experience in Family law,
Guardianship law, and/or Elder Law, or other relevant experience;

D. Maintain professional liability insurance, at the Attorney’s sole expense;

E. Agree to accept at least one (1) pro bono appointment per year.

1. Orders and fees

A. The standard Order appointing Court Appointed Counsel shall be used in
all cases.
B. The hourly rate for Court-Appointed Counsel shall ordinarily be in a range

between $100 and $250 per hour, unless there is a finding of
extraordinary circumstances warranting a higher rate.
C. A Review Committee judge shall review Motions for Fees.

V. Court-Appointed Counsel Authority
Court-Appointed Counsel and Court-Appointed Guardians of Property shall be
permitted to reasonably delegate tasks to appropriate personnel, including but
not limited to associate attorneys, paralegals, and clerical staff, provided
however that the Court-Appointed attorney shall supervise delegated tasks and
must appear personally at court proceedings.



