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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
Kathleen A. Nardella, LCSW-C, LLC/Law Office of Kathleen A. Nardella – Principal. 
Rockville, MD (2/13 – Present).  Provided custody evaluation, parenting coordination, collaborative 
divorce, therapy, child privilege attorney and best interest attorney services. 
 
The Barker Foundation – Contract Licensed Clinical Social Worker.  Bethesda, MD (9/13 – 
Present). Home studies and pregnancy counseling for adoptions. 
 
Commission on Child Custody Decision Making (HB687-CH633) - Member. Annapolis, MD 
(Appointment effective 9/13 – 12/14).  Twenty member panel studying the existing child custody 
decision making processes in the State of Maryland.  
 
 
PAST EMPLOYMENT 
 
Family Division, Montgomery County Circuit Court  - Court Evaluator. Rockville, MD  
(7/09 – 2/13).  Completed evaluations in contested custody cases and Court home studies in adoption 
cases.  Interviewed parents to assess family dynamics, communication skills and pathology; spoke with 
children and third parties to obtain pertinent facts; visited residences of parents to assess home 
environment; observed parents with children to evaluate attachment and parenting skills; drafted 
reports describing recommendations for custody trials and adoption petitions; presented oral 
recommendations concerning custody and visitation at Settlement Conferences; testified at custody 
trials; interfaced with attorneys representing parents and children; taught co-parenting classes. 
 
Adult Behavioral Health Program, Montgomery County Department of Health and Human 
Services  - Intern. Wheaton, MD (8/08 – 4/09). Provided individual therapy and limited case 
management services to culturally diverse adults at community mental health clinic; completed 
psychosocial assessments; monitored client progress on individualized treatment plans to promote 
stable functioning in the community, insight regarding illness, and management of symptoms; co-
facilitated cognitive-behavioral group focusing on communication skills. 
 
The Pre-Release Center, Montgomery County Department of Correction and Rehabilitation 
Intern. Rockville, MD (8/07 – 4/08). Produced personalized strategies including housing upon release, 
substance abuse treatment and family reunification for inmates in community-based re-entry program; 
developed and co-facilitated a pilot Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) group; worked 
with staff  to ensure inmate compliance with agency policies and procedures particularly with respect 
to security; coordinated services with Montgomery County Public Schools, Montgomery County Adult 
Drug Court, Montgomery County Abused Persons Program and private clinicians.  
 



Clinical Technology Transfer Group  - Contract Attorney. McLean, VA (5/06 - 5/09). 
Drafted consulting agreements, clinical study site agreements, project addenda and grant agreements 
on behalf of pharmaceutical clients. 
 
Stoner, Preston & Boswell, Chtd.  - Contract Attorney. Westminster, MD (3/97 - 3/98). 
Prepared motions, discovery and memoranda for family law cases; drafted contracts including 
mortgage broker agreements, professional employment agreements, engagement agreements, 
agreements of sale and lease as well as security agreements for small businesses; wrote articles of 
organization and operating agreements for limited liability companies. 
 
Carnot, Zapor & Klassen, P.C.  - Associate Attorney. Rockville, MD (4/96 - 11/96). 
Litigated general business matters; supervised local counsel litigating national health care cases; 
negotiated payment of insurance claims; reviewed non-compete agreements. 
 
Carr, Goodson, Lee & Warner  - Associate Attorney. Washington, D.C.  (7/93 - 4/96). 
Took and defended depositions; retained and managed experts; prepared witnesses and 
clients for deposition and trial; argued motions in State and Federal Courts; negotiated settlements; 
drafted pleadings, motions and discovery in construction litigation matters. 
 
The Honorable Alan M. Wilner, Chief Judge, Court of Special Appeals of Maryland  
Law Clerk. Annapolis, MD (7/92 - 7/93).  Researched legal issues; prepared draft Opinions of the 
Court and bench memoranda. 
 
The Honorable Eugene M. Lerner, Associate Judge, Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County - 
Law Clerk. Annapolis, MD (8/91 - 7/92).  Assisted with daily proceedings and trials before the Court; 
researched legal issues and prepared bench memoranda; drafted Opinions and Orders. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
University of Maryland, School of Social Work.  Baltimore, MD 
MSW  2009.  Clinical Concentration in Mental Health. 
• Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
• Service Award, Pilot Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder Group,  
  The Pre-Release Center, Montgomery County Department of Correction and Rehabilitation 
 
The Dickinson School of Law.  Carlisle, PA 
JD  1991.  Class Rank: 33/173. 
• Top Comment, Dickinson Journal of International Law, 1989-90.   
  “Libel Suits Against American Media in Foreign Courts,” 1 DICK.J.INT’L.L. 147 (1991).  
• Arts and Entertainment Law Award 
 
Goucher College.  Towson, MD 
BA  1988.  General Honors and Honors in English (Writing Emphasis)  
• Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 
• First Place Award, Maryland State Writing Competition sponsored by  
  The Society for Technical Communication 
 
 



Northeastern University.  Boston, MA 
1983-5.  Accounting, College of Business Administration. 
• Carl S. Ell Full Academic Scholarship 
• Professional Ballet Dancer, Company of American Dance, New York, NY 
 
 
LICENSES 
 
Law, State of Maryland 
Law, District of Columbia 
Licensed Certified Social Worker - Clinical, State of Maryland 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, District of Columbia 
 
 
EXPERT TESTIMONY 
 
Custody Evaluation, Montgomery County Circuit Court.  July 2009 – September 2013. 
 
 
AFFILIATIONS 
 
Greater Washington Society for Clinical Social Work   
     Graduate Social Worker Liaison, Board of Directors (2009 - 2010) 
     Student Liaison, Board of Directors (2008 - 2009) 
Montgomery County Bar Association  
Maryland State Bar Association 
 
 
RELEVANT CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 
 
• Collaborative Development Group.  The Collaborative Practice Center of Montgomery County.   
Fall 2013. 
• 20 Hour Advanced Training in Mediation for Custody and Parenting Plans. Louise Phipps  
Senft, Esq., The Baltimore Mediation Center.  January 2013. 
• Family Law Basics. American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) and the University 
of Baltimore School of Law’s Center for Families, Children and the Courts.  September 2012. 
• Unique Approaches in Collaborative Divorce. Bar Association of Montgomery  
County (BAMC) and Collaborative Divorce Association (CDA).  April 2012. 
• A to Z of CPA: The Child Privilege Attorney. Bar Association of Montgomery County 
 (BAMC).  April 2012. 
• 40 Hour Basic Training Program for Maryland Court Certified Mediation. Cecilia B.  
Paizs, Esq., The Mediation Center.  March 2012. 
• Child Counsel Training. Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).  October 2011. 
• Interdisciplinary Team Collaborative Law Training. Administrative Office of the Courts  (AOC) and 
Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA).  March 2011. 
• BIA and Children’s Privilege Issues. Bar Association of Montgomery County (BAMC).  
November 2010. 
• Immigration Issues in Domestic Violence and Family Law Cases. Bar Association of Montgomery 
County. September 2010. 



RELEVANT CONTINUING SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION 
 
• DSM-5 Diagnostic Criteria and Diagnostic Formulation Strategies. October 2013.  National 
Association of Social Workers. 
• Advanced Issues in Child Custody Conference: Evaluation, Litigation, Settlement.  American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) and Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
(AFCC).  Workshops dealing with parenting plans and child resiliency in divorce.  September 2013. 
• A Paradigm Shift? Multidisciplinary Approaches to Separation and Divorce. Montgomery County 
Divorce Roundtable.  April 2013. 
• HIV: Understanding the Facts, Trends and Treatment.  The Barker Foundation.  May 2013. 
• Getting to the Truth: Tools for Completing an Accurate, Ethical and Meaningful Home Study 
Assessment.  The Barker Foundation.  June 2013. 
• Intractable Issues in Child Custody Disputes. Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC).  
December 2012. 
• Staying Safe: Guidelines for the Office and Home Visit. Montgomery County Center for Continuous 
Learning.  November 2012. 
• Nuts and Bolts of Behavioral Health and Crisis Services. Montgomery County Center for Continuous 
Learning. November 2012. 
• Brain and Behavioral Development for Childhood and Adolescence. Montgomery County Center for 
Continuous Learning. November 2011. 
• Managing Vicarious Trauma for Mental Health Professionals. Montgomery County Center for 
Continuous Learning.  November 2011. 
• 2011 Safe Place Conference on Child Abuse and Family Violence. Washington County Child 
Advocacy Center.  October 2011. 
• Advanced Issues in Child Custody Conference: Evaluation, Litigation and Settlement. American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) and Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
(AFCC). Workshops dealing with parental alienation, domestic violence, relocation, and child 
interviews.  September 2011. 
• Parenting Coordination: Working with High Conflict Families. Association of Family 
and Conciliation Courts (AFCC).  December 2010. 
• Obsessive Compulsive Disorder: A Cognitive Behavioral Approach to Conceptualization &  
Treatment.  Montgomery County Commission for Women. November 2010. 
• Introduction to Substance Abuse Part II: Defense Mechanisms, 12-Steps and Models of Treatment. 
Montgomery County Center for Continuous Learning.  November 2010. 
• Understanding and Intervening in Domestic Violence. Montgomery County Center for Continuous 
Learning.  November 2010. 
• Narcissism: The Counter Transference Challenge. National Association of Social Workers.   
October 2010. 
• Psychotherapy Networker Conference: Workshops on Divorcing Well and Marital Reconciliation in 
the Divorce Process. March 2010. 
• A Comprehensive Introduction to Children with Attachment Disorders. National Association of 
Social Workers (NASW).  October 2009. 
• Hearing the Voices of Children: The Impact of Divorce. National Association of Social Workers 
(NASW).  August 2009. 
• The Challenge of Intimate Relationships: Working with Couples: Attachment, Differentiation and 
Sexuality.  Greater Washington Society for Clinical Social Work. July 2009. 
• Perinatal Mood Disorders Conference. Postpartum Support International.  May 2009. 
• Parenting Together After Separation: How to Keep It Out of Court: Strategies for Interdisciplinary 
Professionals. Montgomery County Divorce Roundtable.  May 2009. 


