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April 11th, 2012
Vicky Surles

Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce

2401 Blueridge Ave, Suite 101

Wheaton, MD 20902
Dear Ms. Surles,
The Mid-County Citizen’s Advisory Group is naming the following citizen and civic group as our awardees for 2012:

Citizen of 2012: Susan Johnson, President of the Layhill South Civic Association

Basis for nomination: Susan Johnson has been president of the Layhill South Civic Association in the Glenmont area of Wheaton for at least 20 years.  Though she has much support from other members of the association, no one can imagine anyone but her as a leader.  She has taken an organization that got active only in the face of perceived threats to the community to one that is active in making this area of single family homes a true community.  As a result of her leadership, LSCA has many activities that draw in the community.

In addition, she also volunteers or is involved in the leadership of the following organizations:  

· The local chapter of Compassionate Friends, a national organization that organizes support activities for people who have unexpectedly lost children;

· Mid-County United Ministries, a local alliance that runs a food bank and provides emergency services for those in poverty;

· Project Reboot, a local group who refurbish old computers and give them to people who cannot afford to buy their own; 

· And was recently honored for her work on the National Night Out event.

According to people in the community, “Susan is a splendid exemplar of the kind of active commitment to community that is a strength of American society.  Her calm, thoughtful, gentle demeanor and her willingness to work actively when others simply give lip service or pay no attention has made her the indispensable leader of our community.”

Civic Group of 2012: the Montgomery Housing Partnership (MHP)

MHP has been serving over 1,300 families in Montgomery County since 1989. They house people, empower families, and strengthen neighborhoods and advance their mission through three key strategies:  

· By acquiring, rehabilitating, building and managing quality affordable housing. 

· By developing and implementing community life programs to improve the quality of life and increase opportunities for our residents.

· By collaborating with concerned citizens and businesses, public officials and community organizations to build strong, vital neighborhoods. 

They have many accomplishments to speak of but we want to recognize them for the following accomplishments: 

· Helping youth develop their academic, social and emotional development through a variety of programs—from after-school programs that provide exposure to opportunities to develop their academic abilities, to the development of their artistic abilities through the creation of a literary magazine!

· Developing the capacity of residents to improve their communities through leadership training, building civic infrastructures, applying for grant funding, creating and implementing community beautification projects, educating neighbors about loan foreclosures scams, working the police to develop community relationships and also improve traffic flow through advocacy to state and county transportation departments.

According to people in the community, MHP has helped revitalize neglected communities while also developing the potential of their clients and residents to be active contributors and citizens in Montgomery County.

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding these awardees.  Otherwise, we look forward to celebrating with you at the annual chamber dinner.

Sincerely,
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Gamunu Wijetunge

Chair

Mid-County Citizen’s Advisory Board

