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Latin American Advisory Group Summary of FY11 Budget Priorities

Summary of Priorities
1. Strong and Vibrant Economy

· Increase county matching funds to Montgomery Works to engage more Latinos and employers. 
· Increase funding to the English as a Second Language intermediary organization MCAEL and the Gilchrist Center to provide more ESL classes for our Latino workforce.

· Fund technical assistance programs for small businesses’ sustainability, start-up and other government procurement such as services provided by non-profits and making the County’s incubator programs more accessible to potential Latino small businesses.   

· Fund financial assistance programs for small businesses during real estate re-development by providing for leasing or buying options at lower costs.

· Ensure that County licenses and permitting documents and other requirements are available in the Spanish language.

2. Children Prepared to Live and Learn

· Continue to fund Out of School Time programs operated by non-profits and the County, including after school programs designed for Latino youth needs which may include programs that offer mental health and social skills development.
· Fund more early childhood development programs and increase funding levels in the form of community-based pre-school slots for Latino children such as those provided by Latino community-based organizations.

· Fund the County’s Positive Youth Development Initiative as a prevention strategy to keep youth in school and out of gangs as well as to help develop their potential as productive residents of the County and be flexible so the recommendations that come out of the Latino Youth Collaborative Steering Committee and its three subgroups can be implemented. 

3. Health and Vital Living 

· Increase funding for Montgomery Cares to anticipate increased usage but, in any case, do not go below the maintenance level needed for its responsiveness to those uninsured clients that need their services.  Enabling this part of the health care infrastructure will then be available to meet the need that will expand due to health care reform changes. 

· Redirect funds to support the comprehensive agenda for Latino youth and their families from the Latino Youth Collaborative recommendations especially around programs dealing with the well-being of our youth including teen pregnancy prevention programs and violence prevention programs.   
· Maintain funding for County programs such as the Neighbor’s Campaign’s Neighborhood Safety Net Centers, the Latino Health Initiative, Care for Kids, programs of the Department of Recreation, emergency assistance programs for the youth’s families, Linkages to Learning, and other such existing County programs
· Re-establish some form of a structured Community Services Unit in the MCPD so that Latino officers can work directly with the Latino community to educate and prevent problems and be a sounding board for community concerns with the MCPD. 
4. Affordable Housing in an Inclusive Government

· Provide funding to existing foreclosure hotline providers that are culturally and linguistically competent in order to ensure quality and quantity of services to Latino clients.

· Support continued outreach funding to County programs that serve Latino low-income tenants and homeowners by providing information and services regarding the existence and availability of rent assistance and utility assistance programs in the county. 

· Ensure funds for county housing activities that would enhance training of Latino community members in partnership with Latino community-based organizations to educate low income and at-risk populations about predatory lending practices, unfair real-estate practices, unlawful housing practices, identity theft, mortgage rescue scams, credit issue scams, and anti-displacement. 

Along with these budget priorities, the LAAG also recommends you consider some overarching issues that have significant importance to the County’s Latino community as well as other minority communities in the County. There are four issue areas that are of particular importance and may have budgetary implications as well:  collection of ethnic data, human resources, customer service and immigration concerns.   
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