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Case No. A-6694 is an application for a variance needed to allow the construction 
of an open porch that encroaches into the side street setback. The proposed construction 
requires a variance of 5.20 feet as it is within 6.80 feet of the right lot line. The required 
setback is twelve (12) feet, in accordance with Section 59.4.4.9.B.2 of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

Due to COVID-19, the Board of Appeals held a remote hearing on the application 
on May 12, 2021. All participation was done via Microsoft Teams. Petitioner XXXXX 
XXXX participated in the proceedings, in support of the application. He was assisted by 
Neil Shaut and Zahra Keihani of Case Architects & Remodelers. 

Decision of the Board: Variance GRANTED. 

EVIDENCE PRESENTED 

1. The subject property is Lot 26, Block 12, National Chautauqua of Glen Echo
Subdivision, located at 7316 University Avenue in Glen Echo, Maryland, 20812, in the R-
60 Zone. It is a four-sided corner lot, 6,084 square feet in size, located on the south side
of the intersection of Harvard and University Avenues. There is an eight (8) foot wide
WSSC right-of-way easement which existed prior to the Petitioner's ownership of the
property that extends across the full width of the property's rear yard. See Exhibits 3, 4,
and ?(b).
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2. The Petitioner's Statement of Justification ("Statement") states that the Petitioner
purchased the subject property in 2014. It indicates that in order to provide needed
outdoor space, the Petitioner initially wanted to expand a small, existing deck on the rear
of his house to create a porch, but was unable to do so because, as previously noted,
there is "a large WSSC easement running through the entire rear yard." As a result, the
Petitioner is seeking to extend an existing side porch to create usable outdoor space on
the Harvard Avenue side of the house. The Statement indicates that the proposed side
porch is "in-line with the design aesthetic for this home and the neighborhood," and that
the variance requested is the minimum needed to allow its construction. See Exhibit 3.

3. The Statement at Exhibit 3 states that the Town of Glen Echo has already
approved a variance for the proposed construction. It further indicates that all of
Petitioner's neighbors support the Petitioner's request:

Before applying for the permit to the County, petitioners first obtained approval 
from their local jurisdiction, the Town of Glen Echo. The Town conducted a 
rigorous evaluation of the merits of their situation, including in-person visits from 
75% of the Town Council and a 90-minute open hearing on the topic prior to voting 
unanimously to grant a variance in the Town's jurisdiction. The Town also 
considered, as part of their evaluation of the variance application, that 100% of 
neighboring residents supported the petitioner's request for the variance. 

4. The Statement at Exhibit 3 further states that the grant of the requested variance
will not be adverse to the use and enjoyment of neighboring properties for the following
reasons:

The modest expansion of the open porch toward Harvard Avenue would not 
materially impact existing sightlines, the flow of light and air or the open character 
of the streetscape. The petitioner's plan to maintain existing vegetation would help 
shield the porch from view from abutting property. The scale of the construction 
would be minimized by the vegetative screening and open construction. In 
general, this project improves the feeling of community between neighbors. 100% 
of neighbors that could be impacted by the project approved the plans-there was 
no dissent of any kind from anyone in the Town. 

5. At the hearing, Petitioner XXXXX XXXX testified that as it has for many people, 
the pandemic made him aware of a need for usable outdoor space. He testified that while 
his preference would have been to create this space to the rear of his home, that was not 
possible because of a large WSSC easement that runs that width of his rear yard. Mr. 
XXXX testified that he is seeking to construct a 12-foot wide open porch on the side of 
his home, noting that the existing porch on that side is not built to current code standards.

Mr. XXXX testified that in considering the proposed construction, three of four 
councilmembers of the Town of Glen Echo came to his home to view his property, and 
that the Town Council voted unanimously to grant a variance needed in connection with 
the proposed side porch expansion. He testified that all of his neighbors who can see the 








