
 
 
 
                      

 

March 17, 2026 
 
To: Chair, Montgomery County Board of Appeals 
100 Maryland Avenue, Room 217 
Rockville, MD 20852 
via email to: boa@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
Re: Request for a hearing on Potomac Electric Power Company’s (Pepco) petition to 
modify a special exception at 10611 Westlake Drive in Bethesda 
 
Dear Chair Hines: 
 
I respectfully request a public hearing on the Board of Appeals’ approval of Pepco’s 
February 11, 2026 petition to modify a special exception. The resolution was adopted 
on February 25th 2026 and the effective date is March 6, 2026. 
 
The petition was to install a new communications tower, new shelter, new diesel 
generator and to demolish the existing tower. 
 
My concern is the addition of a 35 kW diesel generator changes the nature, 
character and intensity of the use and its effect on the immediate neighborhood. 
 
Based on my review of Pepco’s submission there is no indication of an existing 
diesel generator associated with the existing communications tower. The addition of 
a diesel generator is a change. 
 
Diesel generators are a source of noise and air pollution. The associated 132 gallon 
diesel fuel storage tank carries risks of future spills and leaks that can contaminate 
the ground. 
 
The proposed diesel generator will be located relatively close to adjacent properties 
to the south and within the original 200 tree buffer. These properties, previously 
zoned strictly for commercial use, are now zoned for mixed, commercial residential 
(CR). Residential uses are allowed. 
 
Pepco’s proposed installation of a new diesel generator at Bells Mill is contrary to 
environmental commitments they’ve made to the state - For example in Pepco’s 
2025 annual utilities report on the Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022 (Case 9665). 
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Battery energy storage systems (BESS) are a readily available alternative to the use 
of diesel backup generators. Such systems have a number of advantages over 
diesel backup generators: 
●​ Silent operation 
●​ Do not emit diesel pollution such as Carbon Dioxide and particulate matter 
●​ Activate nearly instantly 
●​ Low maintenance 
●​ No risk of liquid fossil fuel spills 
●​ State subsidies are available such as the Residential and Commercial Energy 

Storage Grant Program​, offering a 30% rebate 
●​ Can provide valuable grid services such as peak shaving 

 
Installation of a BESS instead of a diesel backup generator would be more 
consistent with County, State and regional climate goals. Installation of a new diesel 
generator would be a missed opportunity. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Alfred Carr 
3904 Washington St 
Kensington, MD 20895 
alfred.carr@gmail.com 
 
cc: Ms. Regina Chang (rchang@nbcllc.com) 
​ County Executive Marc Elrich 
​ Jennifer Macedonia, Director, Montgomery County DEP 
​ County Councilmember Andrew Friedson 
​ Delegate Marc Korman, Chair, House Environment and Transportation Committee 
​ David Lapp, Maryland People’s Counsel 
 
attachments 

 

 



 

 
Excerpts of November 3, 2025 Pepco filing to the Maryland Public Service Commission 

 

 
 

 



 

 
Excerpts of November 3, 2025 Pepco filing to the Maryland Public Service Commission 
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Excerpts of November 3, 2025 Pepco filing to the Maryland Public Service Commission 

 

 

 


