Flor Velis

Buenas tardes presidente del Concejo de Montgomery, Sr. Freidson y concejales. Mi nombre es Flor
Velis y soy lider comunitaria de Hewitt Avenue y voy a hablar sobre el programa Excel Beyond the
Bell Elementary. Mis hijos acuden a la escuela primaria Harmony Hills. Harmony Hills es una
escuela comunitariay titulo 1 que ademas ofrece el programa EBBE. Estoy muy agradecida porque
este programa beneficia a muchas familias trabajadoras. Gracias a este programa hemos podido
trabajar de manera cercana con la escuela y mi comunidad debido a que el equipo de Accién en
Montgomery ha trabajado organizando a los padres en diferentes ocasionesy por diferentes
motivos. Antes de conocer a Action in Montgomery, mi participacion en la escuela era solo en
situaciones limitadas y mi participaciéon comunitaria minima. He participado en campafas de
educacion, seguridad peatonaly salud dental. Junto con otras madres y padres de familia de la
escuela hemos creado la asociacion de inquilinos en el complejo de apartamentos donde vivimos
participando activamente defendiendo nuestros derechos como inquilinos. La organizacion de
padres no sélo ayuda a los padres a involucrarse en las escuelas. Ha tenido un impacto en mi vida
en muchas areas y me ha hecho comprender el poder de trabajar juntos por el bienestar de
nuestros ninos y nuestra comunidad. Les pido a todos los miembros del consejo que continuen
apoyando el programa EBBE y que sigan apoyando con los fondos para la organizacion de los
padres como parte de este programa, que se ha incluido en el Presupuesto del Ejecutivo del
Condado.

Good afternoon, President of the Council Mr. Friedson and Council members. My name is Flor Velis
and | am a community leader from Hewitt Avenue and | am going to talk about the program Excel
Beyond the Bell Elementary School. My children attend Harmony Hills Elementary School.
Harmony Hills is a school community and title 1 school that also offers the EBBE program. | am
very grateful because this program benefits many working families. Thanks to the program that we
have, | was able to work closely with the school and the community because Action in Montgomery
has worked organizing parents on different occasions and for different reasons. Before knowing
about Action in Mongomery, my involvement at the school was only in limited situation and with
minimal community involvement. | have participated in education, pedestrian safety and dental
health campaigns. Together with other mothers and fathers of the school we have created the
tenants association in the apartment complex where we live, participating actively in defending our
rights as tenants. The parent organization does not only help get parents involved in the schools,
but also it has had an impact in my life in many ways and has made me understand the power of
working together for the well-being of our children and community. | ask all the members of the
Council to continue supporting the EBBE program and to continue providing funds for parent
organization as part of this program, which has been included in the County Executive Budget.



