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Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of the Montgomery Parks 
budget. I am Bruce Adams here as the founder and president of the Bethesda 
Community Base Ball Club, steward of Big Train baseball. Our comments relate to 
both the CIP and operating budget. 
 
I want to make four points I shared with you during your 2024 hearings: 
 

• We have an extraordinary Parks system of which we can all be proud. 
• Current staff and resources are not sufficient to maintain and grow the Parks 

system at a level of excellence we all would like to achieve. 
• It is essential Council continue to provide Montgomery Parks an adequate 

budget to avoid leading to deterioration of our parks. 
• The County does not have to do this alone. Public-private partnerships 

should be a more valued part of our effort to achieve excellence in the face 
of limited public resources. 

 
Former Parks director Mike Riley regularly referred to Shirley Povich Field, 
Capital Crescent Trail, and Brookside Gardens as the three crown jewels of 
Montgomery Parks. None of these projects would be the jewels they are today 
without the time, talent, and treasure of private partners. 
 
Povich Field was built by our Bethesda Community Base Ball Club in 1999 
working with the Parks Foundation. We have worked tirelessly to maintain the 
excellence of Povich Field ever since. We weed, we clean, and we invest in needed 
improvements and maintenance. What we do benefits all users of Povich Field. We 
have as well invested $600,000 in improving youth fields from Germantown to 
Anacostia. 
 
I want to share two exciting updates that speak to our desire to continue as a strong 
partner with Montgomery Parks.  
 
A year ago, Seth Silber, a 30 year Montgomery resident whose family has owned a 
minor league baseball team in Virginia since 1990, joined our Board. Seth led the 
construction of a $35 million ballpark that opened in Fredericksburg, VA in 2021 
for an affiliate of the Washington Nationals. I asked Seth to chair our strategic 



planning committee to develop a plan for the second 25 years of Big Train 
baseball. I am very excited about the Triple Crown Initiative we will present soon 
to Montgomery Parks.  
 

• Improving local fields, particularly in underserved neighborhoods, while 
enhancing Povich Field as a year-round hub for affordable family and 
community fun. 

• Honoring the region’s rich African-American baseball heritage through 
education and celebration to engage kids of color across multicultural 
Montgomery. 

• Creating educational resources and opportunities for youth to help reduce 
existing geographic inequities to the ability of youth of all backgrounds to 
play and to thrive. 

When Shirley Povich’s oldest son David died in 2022, the family graciously 
encouraged friends to donate to support Povich Field. Our David Povich 
Improvement Fund now stands at $440,000 and growing. It is our intention to 
make significant capital improvements to serve all users of Povich Field and 
convert the David Povich Fund to an endowment to provide annual maintenance 
support to ensure the excellence of Povich Field long into the future. 
                                                                                                                               
We ask you to fund the CIP and operating budget for Montgomery Parks 
adequately and use your voices to encourage a deeper appreciation for the value of 
partnerships in the County.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 


