BUENAS TARDES HONORABLES MIEMBROS DEL CONSEJO BUENAS TARDES SENORES MIEMBROS
DE LA JUNTA DE EDUCACION (MCPS)

Mi nombre es: Rosa Maria Gutierrez, soy una mujer de 52 afos, salvadorefa de nacimiento, con 23
anos de residir en este bello pais y en este hermoso condado de Montgomery, soy promotora de
salud comunitaria desde hace mas de 4 afnos

Hoy me presento ante ustedes con una de mis mas grandes preocupaciones y también como una
peticiéon muy especial tanto para mi como el de muchas familias que al igual que yo, hemos
enfrentado dificultades y limitaciones con el acceso a los recursos e informacién para ayudar a
nuestros hijos con el Espectro Autista. Vengo ante ustedes para pedirles que continuen ayudando
econdmicamente los programas en las escuelas publicas de nuestro condado de Montgomery.

La cantidad de nifos y jévenes con Trastorno del Espectro Autista en nuestras escuelas aumenta
cada afnoy es por eso qué es fundamental fortalecer nuestra capacidad de respuesta.

Basandose en la prevalencia estatal reportada por los CDC —entre 2,4% vy 2,6%—Y en la poblacion
infantil local, estimamos que entre 5,000y 6,500 nifios y adolescentes de 4 a 18 afios en nuestro
condado presentan TEA. Esta cifra no es menor: representa una parte significativa de nuestra
poblacion estudiantil y de las familias que atendemos en programas comunitarios, escuelasy
servicios de salud.

Aunque Montgomery County cuenta con recursos valiosos, la realidad es que muchas familias
siguen enfrentando barreras importantes.

Entre ellas, tiempos de espera prolongados para evaluaciones, acceso limitado a servicios
bilinglies —especialmente en espanol—y la falta de programas culturalmente adaptados para
comunidades inmigrantes. Estas brechas afectan de manera desproporcionada a las familias de
bajos ingresos y a hogares donde el inglés no es el idioma principal.

Sabemos que la intervencidon tempranay continua es clave. Cuando los nifios reciben apoyo
adecuado desde edades tempranas, los resultados académicos, sociales y emocionales mejoran
de manera significativa. Y, ademas, se reducen los costos a largo plazo asociados con crisis
familiares, ausentismo escolar y dificultades en la transicion a la adultez.

Por estas razones, es esencial invertir en los programas de expansion de servicios aumentar la
disponibilidad de terapias especializadas, fortalecer los apoyos dentro de las escuelas y
desarrollar programas de formacidon y acompanamiento para padres y cuidadores. También es
crucial ampliar los servicios comunitarios y de transicion para jévenes de 14 a 21 anos, y garantizar
que todo esto se haga con un enfoque de equidad, accesibilidad y sensibilidad cultural.

En resumen, la necesidad es claray la oportunidad es ahora.

Con unainversion estratégica, podemos asegurar que miles de ninosy jévenes con TEAy sus
familias reciban el apoyo que merecen.

Podemos construir un sistema mas fuerte, mas inclusivo y mas preparado para responder a la
diversidad de nuestra comunidad.



GRACIAS.
ESTADISTICAS E INFORME

> https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2025/new-cdc-report-shows-increase-inlautism-in-2022-with-
notable-shifts-in-race-ethnicity-and@sex?utm_source=copilot.com

> https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/spanish/autism/addm-community@report/pdf/Maryland-
P.pdf?utm_source=copilot.co

English

Good afternoon, honorable members of the Council. Good afternoon, members of the Board of
Education (MCPS)

My names is Rosa Maria Gutierrez. | am a 52 year old woman, from El Salvador. | have resided in
this beautiful county, and specifically in Montgomery County for 23 years. | have been a community
health promoter for over four years.

Today | appear before you to share one of my deepest concerns, and also to make a very special
request — one that is deeply personal to me, and also shared by many families that like me have
faced difficulties and limitations in accessing the resources and information needed to support our
children on the autism spectrum. | am presenting before you to ask that you continue to provide
financial support for the programs in the Montgomery County Public School System.

The number of children and young with autism spectrum disorder in our schools is increasing every
year, that is why it is so fundamental to strengthen our capacity to respond.

Based on the state information reported by the CDC - between 2.4% and 2.6% - and on the local
child population, we estimate that between 5,000 and 6,500 children and adolescents aged 4to 18
in our county have ASD. This figure is not significant: it represents a significant part of our students
and families that attend community programs, schools and health services.

Although Montgomery County has valuable resources, the reality is that many families continue to
face significant barriers.

Among these are prolonged wait times for evaluations, limited access to bilingual services,
particularly in Spanish, and lack of culturally adapted programs for immigrant communities. These
gaps disproportionately affect low-income families and households where English is not the
primary language.

We know that early and continuous intervention is key. When children receive adequate support
from an early age, their academic, social and emotional outcomes improve significantly.
Furthermore, long-term costs associated with family crises, school absenteeism, and difficulties in
the transition to adulthood are reduced.



For these reasons, itis essential to invest in service expansion programs to increase the availability
of specialized therapies, strengthen school support, and develop training and support programs for
parents and caregivers. Itis also crucial to expand community-based and transitional services for
youth aged 14 to 21, and to ensure that a lot of this is carried out with a focus on equity,
accessibility, and cultural sensitivity.

In summary, the need is clear, and the opportunity is now. With strategic investment, we can ensure
that thousands of children and youth with ASD — and their families — receive the support they
deserve.

We can build stronger, more inclusive system that is better prepared to respond to the diversity of
our community.

Thank you.
Statistics and Report

> https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2025/new-cdc-report-shows-increase-inlautism-in-2022-with-
notable-shifts-in-race-ethnicity-and@sex?utm_source=copilot.com

> https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/spanish/autism/addm-community@report/pdf/Maryland-
P.pdf?utm_source=copilot.co



