
 



Good afternoon members of the Council. 

I am Marnobia Juarez, and I am from Guatemala.  I am 56 years old and a mother of three kids and a 
grandmother of four kids.  In 20214 I was diagnosed with breast cancer in stage 3C.  This was a 
hormonally aggressive type of cancer.  Thanks to the Maryland Breast and Cervical Cancer program 
I was able to have surgery and treatment. I had a mastectomy with reconstruction. I had 16 
sessions of chemotherapy and 33 sessions of radiation treatment.  After that, I applied to the 
program CHAP of Kaiser Permanente, where I had my follow up treatments.  

Unfortunately, last year this program with Kaiser was cancelled, and for that reason I had to request 
support from the state with breast cancer in Maryland again. 

With this opportunity, I want to ask to please allocate funds for more organizations such as Nueva 
Vida, a nonprofit organization that assist Latino low-income women that are diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  Nueva Vida helps the patient from the time they are diagnosed and during the process.  
They offer emotional support and guidance, they help the patient navigate through the process and 
they provide them with mental health resources.   

Personally, I have received unvaluable support from the organization Nueva Vida. Thanks to early 
detection, I was able to get better thanks to their support.  What I want is that other people like me 
receive the same support and be diagnosed early and for instance save their lives. 

Unfortunately, approximately 20% of low-income Latino women will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer in advance stages. It is necessary to strengthen access to early detention, access to 
treatment, and the opportunity to have integral support.   

There are other organizations such as Centro Sol in Baltimore, Sun G. Komen, American Cancer 
Society. But Nueva Vida is focused on offering support to Latino women.  They not only support the 
patients but also, they give the family education and emotional support.  Nueva Vida needs your 
economic support every year to continue with their mission.  

Thank you for your attention and consideration.  




