
ITIN’s, W-7’s, and Certified Acceptance 
Agents

Individual Taxpayer Identification Number



Objectives
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What’s an ITIN (Individual Taxpayer ID Number)?

What’s a Form W-7?

Why Renew Your ITIN / Expiring ITINs

Who are Acceptance Agents?



What is an ITIN / Purpose of an ITIN
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ITIN’s are issued to help individuals comply with U.S. tax laws with a tax filing 
need. 



Example EIC Scenario with an ITIN
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Example:

James and Jill are filing a joint return and both have valid SSNs. They have two 
daughters; Susie has a valid SSN and Sally has an ITIN. Only the daughter with 
the valid SSN may qualify the tax return for EIC. 



Types of ITIN Applicants
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Any individual with a valid US tax filing requirement, who is not eligible to 
obtain an SSN, will need to apply for an ITIN.

• Not eligible to obtain an SSN
• Are listed on the tax return
• Do not already have a Tax Identification Number



Form W7 Application



ITIN Application Packet
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Review Questions

8

1. How is the format of an ITIN different from an SSN?

An ITIN begins with a “9” and the 4th and 5th digits are in the range of
“50-65”, “70-88”, “90-92” and “94-99”

2. Can some members of a family have an
SSN while other members of the family have
an ITIN?

Yes, for example, some members of a family are only eligible or an
ITIN but may have children who were born in the U.S. and are
therefore eligible for an SSN.



Review Questions
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3. Who can apply for an ITIN?

• Any alien, non-resident or resident who is required to file a US
federal tax return.

• An individual who will be claimed as an exemption or dependent
• An individual who does not qualify for an SSN



Review Questions
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4. What form is used to apply for an ITIN?

5. In general, a completed ITIN application
must be accompanied by what?

Form W-7 and Form W-7 (SP)

A valid US Federal Income Tax Return
Supporting identification and, in some cases, residency documents



Why Would my ITIN Expire?
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There are three reasons an ITIN would expire at the end of this year:

• You did not use your ITIN on a U.S. tax return at least one time for tax years 2017, 2018 or
2019 or...

• Your ITIN has the middle digit 88 (For example: 9NN-88-NNNN) or…

• Your ITIN has the middle digits 90, 91, 92, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98 or 99, was assigned before
2013 and has not already been renewed.



Who Should Renew
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Their ITIN was issued before 2013 (NOTE: ITINs with 
the middle numbers 70 – 87 are all expired)  

They receive Notice CP-48

If their spouses and dependents are residing inside 
the U.S. and are included on a return in 2020  



How to Renew
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• If a taxpayer needs to file a U.S. tax return in 2021 and
their ITIN will expire, they should begin the renewal
process immediately.

• Submit Form W-7, Application for IRS Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number, and all required
identification documentation as described in the
instructions. (select Renewing ITIN in the Application
Type box)

• All family members may submit a Form W-7 at the same
time if at least one of your family members has an ITIN
with one of the middle digits mentioned above.



ITIN Renewal Application 
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Certified Acceptance Agent (CAA)
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Facilitate the ITIN application process by:
Verifying the foreign status and identity of applicants
Completing and submitting Form W-7 with required documents and tax return

CAAs receive copies of ITIN notices & direct phone line to the ITIN 
Operation. 
Application procedures available at https://www.irs.gov/itinagents

List of Acceptance Agents 
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/acceptance-agent-program



Publication 4012 – Tab L
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Reference Materials
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Publication 5259 (EN-SP), ITIN Fact Sheet

Publication 5256 (EN-SP), You may need to Renew Your Expired ITIN

Publication 5257 (EN-SP), Renewing Your ITIN





CP-48 Notice
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