
National Pollutant  
Discharge Elimination 
System Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System

FY25 Annual Report
July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025

Montgomery County, Maryland

















ES-2National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System

PERMIT REPORTING STRUCTURE

Stormwater management involves several methods  
to address the quality and quantity of stormwater runo� at 
several points between when the rainfall hits impervious 
surfaces and becomes stormwater runo� and when the 
stormwater runo� is discharged into the County’s streams:

• Using stormwater BMPs to control and reduce pollution 
in stormwater runo� before it enters the County’s 
stormwater system.

• Maintaining the County’s storm drains, pipes, and other 
stormwater infrastructure.

• Reducing the amount of polluted stormwater runo� 
discharging into the County’s streams.

Elements of the 2021 MS4 Permit require e�orts to improve 
stormwater management at each of these points. Other 
permit elements include increasing public education, 
implementing plans to control the quantity of pollutants 
that can enter watersheds, and ensuring the County’s 
stormwater programs have adequate funding. 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

To control stormwater quantity and quality, the County 
implements a diverse set of management programs that 
target stormwater facility maintenance and inspections, 
erosion and sediment control (ESC), the detection and 
elimination of illicit discharges of pollutants, management 
of pollutants from County property, and public outreach 
and education. More detail on each of these programs is 

found in the FY25 MS4 Annual Report and the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) MS4 
Geodatabase. 

Figure 1 illustrates the variety of Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) and programs the County is implementing in 
support of its MS4 Permit in the county’s urban, suburban, 
and rural areas.

This executive summary of accomplishments follows the 
structure of the 2021 MS4 Permit, and provides the County’s 
FY25 accomplishments, progress, and compliance with 
meeting the requirements in the permit. 

A Best Management Practice (BMP) is a device 
designed to temporarily store or treat runo� to 
reduce pollution, and provide other amenities. BMPs 
include structural practices such as constructed 
stormwater retention ponds, and nonstructural 
Environmental Site Design (ESD) practices such as 
micro-bioretentions. 

Montgomery Airpark Stormwater Pond Retro�t, FY25

FIGURE 01 | Overview of Montgomery County MS4 Permit Management Programs
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Public Education and Outreach

The County continues to implement a robust public 
education and outreach program designed not only to meet 
Permit requirements, but also to increase local awareness 
of stormwater management bene�ts and bring associated 
behavior changes to protect the County’s water quality. 

The My Green Montgomery ( https://mygreenmontgomery.
org)  online education portal continued as the news and  
communication arm of the DEP. The public education 
programming provided social media posts on Facebook, 
Instagram, X, YouTube, and Nextdoor. 

DEP events continued to focus on targeting speci�c 
audiences, increasing stormwater and water quality 
awareness, and encouraging residents to take speci�c 
environmentally friendly actions. Figure 6 provides a 
breakdown of the public education and outreach e�orts 
conducted in FY25. RainScapes and Tree Montgomery installations with Habitat for 

Humanity at Allium Place, Wheaton, May 2025

FIGURE 06 | Public Outreach E�orts during FY25 
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Other environmental outreach, 180

General water quality/watershed 
restoration, 101

Residential and community SWM 
implementation and facility 
maintenance, 65

Lawn care and landscape 
maintenance, 15

Litter reduction, 13

Reducing, reusing, and recycling, 387

STORMWATER RESTORATION

Watershed restoration work performed in the County is 
implemented to improve water quality under the guidelines 
set by MDE in the MS4 Permit. The work is funded primarily 
through the County’s Water Quality Protection Charge. 
The permit requires the County complete restoration 
of 1,814 impervious acres by November 4, 2026. The 
County continues to make progress toward meeting this 
goal. In FY25, the County has completed 72 percent of 
the restoration goal. Figure 7 shows the County’s current 
progress, as well as the yearly restoration benchmarks  
from the Permit. 

Glenallen stream restoration completed in FY25
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The restoration work the County does to improve water 
quality includes street sweeping, inlet cleaning, outfall 
stabilization and stream restoration, planting of street trees 
and canopy trees through Tree Montgomery, reforestation, 
installation of small scale BMPs funded by RainScapes and 
Clean Water Montgomery Grants, and capital program 

funded ESD and stormwater pond retro�ts. Figure 8 shows 
the percent of impervious acres treated by BMP type, and 
Figure 9 shows the associated number of projects per  
BMP type for the County’s restoration work completed 
through FY25.

FIGURE 07 | Annual Restoration Progress

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

P
er

ce
nt

 Im
pe

rv
io

us
 A

cr
es

 C
om

pl
et

ed
 

Y
ea

rly
 B

en
ch

m
ar

ks
 

(Im
pe

rv
io

us
 A

cr
es

 R
es

to
re

d)

Year 4 (Restoration 
Work from December 
2018 to FY25)
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(1,814 acres)
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(1,361 acres)

Year 3
(1,088 acres)

Year 2
(726 acres)

Year 1
(363 acres)

FIGURE 08 |  Summary of Stormwater Restoration 
Projects and Alternate BMPs Implemented 
during FY25 
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by County BMPs 

Implemented 
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Vacuum street sweeping, 28%

Storm drain cleaning, 4%

Extended detention structure, 
wet, 38%

Environmental site design, 2%

Stream restoration,  11%

Reforestation, 7%

Outfall stabilization, 1%

Tree projects, 11%

FIGURE 09 |  Number of Projects and % Acres by BMP Type in FY25 
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PROGRAM FUNDING

During FY25, reported expenditures associated with all  
MS4 Permit requirements were $100,871,746, which is an 
increase of 26 percent over FY24 MS4 Permit expenditures. 
The increase in expenditures is due to winter weather 
in FY25 and increased watershed restoration capital 
expenditures to help the County to meet its Permit goals. 

The County has demonstrated its commitment to meet 
stormwater initiatives by budgeting $81.8 million for FY26.  
The program funding is supported by revenue generated 
from the WQPC, BMP monitoring fee, tree canopy fee, 
stormwater waivers fee, and bag tax. 

Highlights of the budget include continuing the planning 
and implementation of stormwater management projects, 
public outreach, stream monitoring, and other actions 
needed to continue to comply with the County’s MS4 
Permit. Expanding the use of contracts and partnerships 
through a new Capital Improvement Program continues  
to help the County meet Permit goals in a more cost-
e�ective manner. 

Youth volunteers at the “Gift Outside the Box” campaign event 
at the Montgomery Mall on December 15, 2024� 

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD
The County has 23 local 
total maximum daily loads 
(TMDLs) for bacteria, nitrogen, 
phosphorus, sediment, 
trash, and PCBs. A TMDL is a 
regulatory term that describes 
the maximum amount of 
pollutants that a water body 
can receive while still meeting 
water quality standards. The 
County received approval 
for all submitted TMDL 
Implementation Plans with 
the exception of the Anacostia 
River, which was under review 
by MDE in FY25. The updated 
PCB Implementation Plans 
were submitted to MDE in 
August 2024. The Permit also 
requires the County to develop 
a Countywide Stormwater 
TMDL Implementation Plan 
for each �scal year. The FY25 
plan was provided to MDE in 
December 2025 and covers the 
County’s progress for FY25. 

RainScapes Workshop en Español, Planting at Veteran’s Park, Wheaton, June 2025� 
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