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The Honorable Nancy Navarro
Council President
Montgomery County Council
Stella Werner Council Office Building
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear President Navarro:

The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) has completed its review of the
Administrative Delegation Action AD 2019-1 (Amendment) to the 2018 Montgomery
County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan. The Amendment was
administratively approved on February 22, 2019 by the Director of the Montgomery County
Department of Environmental Protection, under authority granted by the Montgomery
County Council. The Amendment includes several service category change requests as
set forth below:

WSCCR 19-CKB-O1A: (21820 Clarksburg Rd., Boyds, Parcel P307, 5.7 acres)
The request is to change the service category from W-6 to W-1.

WSCCR 19-OLN-O1A: (5011 Riggs Rd., Gaithersburg, Lot 9, Parcel P200, 84.76 acres)
The request is to change the service category from W-5 to W-1.

WSCCR 19-TRV-O1A: (12013 Glen Mill Rd., Potomac, Parcel P010, 2.33 acres)
The request is to change the service category from and S-6 to S-3, restricted to a single
hookup.

WSCCR 18-TRV-02A: (10220 Lakewood Dr., Rockville, Lot 11, Block C, 4.89 acres)
The request is to change the service category from S-6 to S-3, restricted to a single
hookup.

The Department notes that for the change request “WSCCR 1 9-OLN-01 A”, applicants
seeking a water appropriation permit should contact Mahmoud Mahmoud in Water Supply
at MDE. Additionally, the Department notes that for WSCCR 1 9-TRV-01 A, the provision of
public sewer service must avoid a crossing of Piney Branch (except possibly at Glen Mill
Rd.).

During MDE’s review of the Amendment, the Maryland Department of Planning (MDP)
advised the Department that the requested amendment changes appear to be consistent
with the County’s plans and policies including the 2002 Potomac Subregional Master Plan,
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the 1994 Clarksburg Master Plan, the 2014 Ten Mile Creek Master Plan and the 2005
Olney Master plan (See enclosed comments). In accordance with §9-507(a) of the
Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, the Department hereby approves the
Administrative Delegation Action AD 201 9-1.

The Department notes that the property located at 5011 Riggs Rd., Gaithersburg, Parcel
P200 (WSCCR 1 9-OLN-01 A) is located within the watershed of Patuxent River 1, identified
as a Tier II stream pursuant to COMAR 2608.02.04-1. Tier II streams are high quality
waters that must be given extra consideration to protect their quality. Any new or expanded
discharge to these Tier II watersheds would require an Anti-degradation Review. All
possible considerations should be implemented to protect high quality waters from any
necessary development. This primarily consists of rigorous watershed planning, with
consideration of the extra provisions necessary to protect high quality waters.

The Department recommends that the County consider the following measures in an effort
to maintain these high quality waters when approving new growth in the watersheds of
these stream segments: 1) implement restrictive zoning or ordinances to protect
environmental features; 2) re-direct planned growth out of the watersheds of these stream
segments; 3) retrofit existing stormwater infrastructure; 4) incorporate environmental site
design (ESD) and other low-impact development (LID) practices into new development; 5)
maintain and expand existing forest cover; and 6) provide riparian buffers of 100-230 feet
(depending upon soil types and slopes). The County should be aware that future plans
facilitated by this Amendment may incur an additional Anti-degradation Review at later
stages, on a project-by-project basis. The County is advised to contact John Backus,
Program Manager of the Environmental Assessment and Standards Program, at (410) 537-
3965 for additional information regarding the regulatory requirements for Tier II waters.

This action completes MDE’s review, as required by §9-507 of the Environment Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland. If you need further assistance on these matters, please
contact Virginia F. Kearney, Deputy Director, at (410) 537-3512, toll-free at (800) 633-6101,
or by e-mail at virginia.kearney@maryland.gov.

Sincerely,

tf /‘
D. Le’e Currey, Director
Water and Science Administration
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Enclosure

cc: Patty Bubar, Acting Director, Montgomery County DEP
Alan Soukup, Montgomery County DEP
George Dizelos, Environmental Planner, Montgomery County DEP
Heidi Benham, Dept. of Permitting Services, Well and Septic, Montgomery Co.
Charles Boyd, Director, Planning Coordination, MDP
Virginia F. Kearney, Deputy Director, WSA, MDE
John Backus, Program Manager, WSA, MDE
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Summary of Administrative Delegation Action AD 201 8-3
Montgomery County Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan Amendment

Existing
Service AreaService CouncilCase No. Applicant

Area Category
Action MDE Action

RequestCategories

Janet S. King,
21820

WSCCR 1 9-CKB- W-6 W-1 Approve W-1 Approve W-1
O1A

Clarksburg Rd.,
Boyds, Parcel

P307

Mary Keys
Heard, 501 1WSCCR 19-OLN-

CiA
Riggs Rd., W-5 W-1 ApproveW-1 ApproveW-1

Gaithersburg, Lot
9, Parcel P200

Helen 0. Warren, Approve S-3
WSCCR 19-TRy- 12013 Glen Mill S-6 S-3 Approve S-3

O1A Rd., Potomac, Restricted to a
Parcel POlO single hookup.

Approve S-3Vlad Chiscop,
WSCCR 18-TRy- 10220 Lakewood S-6 S-3 Approve S-3Restricted to a02A Dr., Rockville,

Lot 1 1, Block C single hookup.
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May 1, 2019

Ms. Janice Outen
Water Resources Planning
Maryland Department of the Environment
1800 Washington Boulevard
Baltimore, MD 21230

Subject: Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan
Administrative Delegation Action — AD 2019-1

Dear Ms. Outen:

The Maryland Department of Planning (Planning) has reviewed the above-referenced water and
sewerage plan amendment pursuant to our mandate to advise the Maryland Department of the
Environment (Environment) on local comprehensive plan consistency and other appropriate
matters as required by Environment Article Section 9-507 [b)(2). Montgomery County’s
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Director Adam Ortiz has administratively approved
Administrative Delegation Action AD 20 19-1 on February 22, 2019. We offer the following
comments for your consideration:

Summary of Amendment:
The adopted AD-2019-1 amendments included four changes to the 2018-2027 water/sewer
category map update of the Montgomery County Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage
Systems Plan (WSP):

WSCCR 19-CKB-O1A: Janet S. King
The applicant requested approval of a water category change from W-6 to W-1 to allow public water
service for an existing single-family home. This property is five and a half acres in size and zoned RE-i.
The applicant’s reason for the request states, “The existing well on the property is distressed. The yield
is at 1/4 gallon per minute. Two other attempts to drill a new well were unsuccessful.” Administrative
Action: Approve W-1.

WSCCR 19-OLN-O1A; Mary Keys Heard
The applicant requested approval of a water category change from W-5 to W-1 to allow public water
service for an existing horse farm. The property is over 84 acres in size and zoned AR. The applicant’s
reason for the request states, “I would like to utilize the option [Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission] WSSC promised me (to hook-up to public water) after the Oaks Landfill’s liner failed and
subsequently contaminated the ground water’. Administrative Action: Approve W-1.

Maryland Department of Planning • 301 West Preston Street, Suite 1101 • Baltimore • Maryland • 21201

Tel: 410.767.4500 • Toll Free: 1.877.767.6272 • TTY users: Maryland Relay • Planning.Maryland.gov



Ms. Janice Outen May 1, 2019
Re: Montgomery Co Water/Sewerage Plan Amendment
— Administrative Delegation Action AD 2019-1 Page 2

WSCCR 19-TRV-O1A: Helen 0. Warren
The applicant requested approval of a sewer category change from S-6 to S-3 to allow public sewer
service for a proposed single-family home. The request provides no ftirther explanation or reasoning
for the request. The property is over two acres in size and zoned RE-i. Administrative Action: Approve
S-3, single hook-up only.

WSCCR 19-TRV-02A: Viad Chiscop
The applicant requested approval of a sewer category change from S-6 to S-3 to allow public sewer
service for an existing single-family home. The property is under five acres in size and zoned RE-i. The
applicant’s reason for the request states, “The current septic system is over 35 years old and nearing its
life expectancy. When it was last inspected earlier this year, the septic tank showed signs of its age and I
was advised to start considering other options.” Administrative Action: Approve S-3, single hook-up
only.

Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan

WSCCR 19-CKB-O1A: Janet S. King
DEP states in its review of the request, “To qualif’ for the Consistent with Existing Plans Policy, the
property must be within the County’s planned water service envelope.” This RE-i zoned 5.7-acre
property is in an area planned for water service identified in the 1994 Clarksburg Master Plan, if certain
conditions are met, The Department of Permitting Services confirmed the failure of the existing well,
attempts to replace the well have also failed, An expedited connection request was submitted to WSSC
from DEP on October 17, 2018.

Planning concurs with M-NCPPC - Planning Department’s finding that the property is within the
water service envelope of the 1994 Clarksburg Master Plan and the 2014 Ten Mile Creek Master Plan.
The 1994 Clarksburg Master Plan depicts the subject property to be within “Future Service Area C”
shown in Figure 51 (page 202), which is fUrther described on page 203. The 2014 Ten Mile Creek
Master Plan (Adoption Resolution No. 17-1048) reconfirmed the 1994 Master Plan designation of
this area to be planned for public water and sewer service, stating “This Plan Amendment continues
to recommend public services to support the planned development for Stage 4. Specifically, public
water and sewer service is recommended for the area identified as ‘Future Service Area C’ in the
1994 Plan, which includes Stage 4... “(page 88), WSCCR 19-CKB-O1A appears to be consistent
with the County’s plans and policies.

WSCCR 19-OLN-O1A: Mary Keys Heard
DEP states in its review of the request, “The property is located within the Oaks Landfill Water Service
Area and planned for water service. This service area was established to relieve anxiety in the
community due to low-level groundwater contamination in the northwestern area of the Oaks Landfill.”

Planning concurs with M-NCPPC — Planning Department’s findings that the subject property is
eligible for water service area because it is in the Oaks Landfill Water Service Area. M-NCPPC
Planning staff points out that the 2005 Olney Master Plan generally recommends against
providing water service to the northern portions of the plan area, but there is a noted exception
for the area around the Oaks Landfill. The 2005 Olney Master Plan states, “Community water
service has been extended to the area around the Oaks Landfill in fulfillment of the agreement
between the County and the residents concerned about potential water supply contamination.
This has resulted in the extension of public service to areas zoned RDT which are not usually
intended for such service. The County Council’s action in granting this service was not to stand
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as a precedent for public water service elsewhere in the RDT Zone” (page 146). WSCCR 19-OLN-
O1A appears to be consistent with the County’s plans and policies.

WSCCR 19-TRV-O1A: Helen 0. Warren
DEP states in its review of the request, “To qualify for the Consistent with Existing Plans Policy, the
properties must be within the County’s planned sewer service envelope.’ The property is located
within the Piney Branch sewer service envelope, restricting the property to a single hook-up.

Planning concurs with M-NCPPC — Planning Department’s findings that the subject property is
within the planned sewer service envelope, and within the Piney Branch Sewer Service Area.
Montgomery County has designated the Piney Branch watershed as a Special Protected Area
(SPA) due to its water quality, fragile ecosystem, and the existing and proposed high-density
development. The 2002 Potomac Subregion Master Plan states, “Sewer connections in the Piney
Branch are guided by the Restricted Access Policy (RAP), which considers adjacency to the
Piney Branch trunk sewer, property location in a TDR receiving area, and public health in
allowing sewer hook-ups” (page 17). The Plan recommends, “Amend Piney Branch Restricted
Access Policy to allow single home sewer hookups in the Piney Branch subwatershed for
existing lots that abut and predate an existing sewer main. This exception is for single houses
only and shall not be used to allow for multiple sewer hookups for subdivision/resubdivision of
existing properties.” (page 25). WSCCR 19-TRV-O1A appears to be consistent with the County’s
plans and policies.

WSCCR 19-TRV-02A: Vlad Chiscop
DEP states in its review of the request, “To qualify for the Consistent with Existing Plans Policy, the
property must be within the County’s planned water and sewer service envelope”. DEP also notes, “the
property is located within an area planned for public sewer service in the 1980 Potomac Subregion
Master Plan: sewer stage II. Under the restricted sewer service policy for the Piney Branch watershed,
properties included in sewer stage II are allowed public sewer service”

Planning concurs with M-NCPPC — Planning Department’s findings that the subject property “is
a former Stage I or II property from the 1980 Potomac Subregion Master Plan. The 2002 Potomac
Subregion Master Plan recommended that these properties be incLuded in the sewer envelope
and are therefore eligible for sewer service. Any sewer hookup should take place in the most
environmentally sensitive way possible, avoiding stream crossings.”

Montgomery County has designated the Piney Branch watershed as an SPA due to its water
quality, fragile ecosystem, and the existing and proposed high-density development. The 2002
Potomac Subregion Master Plan states, “Sewer connections in the Piney Branch are guided by
the Restricted Access Policy (RAP), which considers adjacency to the Piney Branch trunk sewer,
property location in a TDR receiving area, and public health in allowing sewer hook-ups” (page
17). The Plan states, “Provide sewer to former sewer Stage I and II properties that were not
TDR receiving areas and therefore not generally eligible for community sewer service. These
properties are now enclaves in the existing sewer envelope among the moderate- and high-
density development in northern Piney Branch.” (page 25).
WSCCR 19-TRV-02A appears to be consistent with the County’s plans and policies.

Priority Funding Area Review
Pursuant to the State Finance and Procurement Article, Section 5-78-02, local jurisdictions are
eligible to receive State financial assistance if the project is located in a Priority Funding Area (PEA).
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WSCCR-19-TRV-OZA is in the County’s designated PFA.
WSCCR 19-CKB-O1A, WSCCR 19-OLN-O1A, WSCCR 19-TRV-O1A are located outside of the
County’s locally designated PFA.

Growth Tier Map Review
The growth tier map review is only applicable to two of the four amendments: WSCCR 19-TRV-O1A and
WSCCR 19-TRV-02A; the other two are for water service category changes only. The subject property
associated with the reclassification ofWSCCR 19-TRV-O1A from S-6 to S-3 is in a Tier Ill area.
Montgomery County may want to consider revisiting this Tier Ill designation if the County plans to
extend sewer service to other properties in this area. The subject property associated with the
reclassification of WSCCR 19-TRV-02A from S-6 to S-3 is in a Tier I area. No growth tier map change
appears needed for this WSP amendment.

If you have any questions concerning these comments please call Chuck Boyd at 410767-1401, or
Sylvia Mosser at 410-767-4487.

Sincerely,

(7

Director of PIaiiing Coordination

cc: Jason Dubow, Joe Griffiths, Sylvia Mosser, Planning
Tony Redman, DNR
Dwight Dotterer, MDA
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March 8, 2019 

 

TO:  D. Lee Currey, Director, Water and Science Administration 
  Maryland Department of the Environment 
 
FROM:  George Dizelos, Environmental Planner, Water and Wastewater Policy Group 
  Department of Environmental Protection 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan Category Map Amendments 
 
 
This is to notify you that the Director of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has acted to grant 
approval for amendments to the County's Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan (CWSP) 
under the authority delegated by the County Council in that plan.  Attached for your consideration and 
distribution are copies of the approval documents addressing the following map amendments: 
 

Action (Date) Amendments Approved 

AD 2019-1 (2/22/19) WSCCR 19-CKB-01A   
AD 2019-1 (2/22/19) WSCCR 19-OLN-01A   
AD 2019-1 (2/22/19) WSCCR 19-TRV-01A   
AD 2019-1 (2/22/19) WSCCR 19-TRV-02A   
    

You may also review and download these documents from DEP’s Service Area Category Changes webpage at 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/waterworks; refer to the “Completed Actions” heading on that page. 
 
Once MDE has concurred with these actions, DEP will revise the water and sewer category map database in the 
County’s geographic information system (GIS), MC:MAPS, to include these amendments, and they will be 
shown as part of the next Water and Sewer Category Map update. 
 
If you have any questions concerning these actions, please do not hesitate to contact me at either 240-777-7755 
or george.dizelos@montgomerycountymd.gov. 
 
GJD:gjd/\\DEPFILES\Data\Programs\Water_and_Sewer\CCRs\action-transmittals\docs\2019\mde-trns-ltr--2019-0308--AD-2019-1.doc 
 
cc:  "DISTRIBUTION" Section of the Approval Documents (w/o attachment) 
  
Attachments 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/waterworks
mailto:george.dizelos@montgomerycountymd.gov
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan Amendments 
Administrative Delegation Action 2019-1 

Water/Sewer Service Area Category Change Requests 
 

CHRONOLOGY 
Interagency Notices of Public Hearing: ................................................................................. January 9, 2019 
Published Notice of Public Hearing: ...................................................................................... January 24, 2019 
Public Hearing:  ……………. .............................................................................................. February 6, 2019 
Public Hearing Record Closed: ............................................................................................. February 13, 2019 
DEP Administrative Approval Action: ............................................................................... February 22, 2019 
 
BACKGROUND 
Authority:  Under the Annotated Code of Maryland, Section 9-501, et seq., the Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) has charged the Montgomery County Council, as the governing body for Montgomery 
County, with adopting and amending a comprehensive plan for the provision of adequate water supply and 
sewerage systems within the county.  As part of the staging element of Montgomery County Ten-Year 
Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan (CWSP), the Council has designated water and 
sewer service area categories for all properties within the county.  Requests to change the water and/or sewer 
service area categories designated in the Plan constitute proposed amendments to that Plan.  
 
In the adopted CWSP, the County Council has delegated to the Director of the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), through an administrative process, the authority to approve certain amendments to the Plan, 
including water and sewer category changes.  To qualify for administrative consideration, Plan amendments 
must satisfy the specific requirements of the policies established by the Council in the CWSP, Chapter 1, 
Section V.D.2.a Administrative Delegation Policies. 
 
Proposed Plan Amendments: DEP staff considered four proposed amendments for approval by the 
administrative delegation process.  The amendments were for service area category changes.  The proposed 
amendments were reviewed by the following agencies, as appropriate: the Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC), the Maryland - National Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), and the 
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) - Well and Septic Section.  The amendments 
were also referred to the County Councilmembers for their review and concurrence. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS 
Public Hearing Notification: In accordance with State regulations, on January 9, 2019, DEP notified the 
appropriate County and State agencies of an administrative public hearing, scheduled for February 6, 2019, and 
provided the staff recommendations for the proposed amendments.  The County provided a published notice of 
the administrative hearing on January 24, 2019, in The Sentinel, a newspaper of general, local circulation, 
satisfying the State’s public notification requirements.  This notice provided a link to the DEP website on which 
all pertinent documents were placed prior to that date.  DEP also provided a mailed or e-mailed notice for the 
public hearing to the following: each property owner/applicant, local civic association leaders, attorneys or 
engineers (as requested by the property owners), and adjacent and confronting property owners. 
 
Public Hearing Testimony and Interagency Recommendations:  On behalf of DEP’s then Acting Director 
Patricia Bubar, DEP Senior Planner Alan Soukup presided over the public hearing held on February 6, 2019, on 
the amendments proposed for administrative approval.  Mr. Soukup opened the public hearing at 11:00 a.m.  No 
participants were present during the public hearing; no testimony was provided. Ms. Maya Weyl submitted 
written testimony in opposition of WSSC’s sewer alignment alternative which could require a sewer extension 
easement on her property at 12100 Glen Mill Rd. to serve request 19-TRV-01A.  This is not the only sewer 
extension option to provide service to this property.  No other written testimony was provided in opposition to the 
staff recommendations.  
 
On February 19, 2019, Keith Levchenko, senior legislative analyst on the Council’s staff notified DEP that the 
Councilmembers concurred with the approvals recommended for this administrative action. 
 
On January 31, 2019, the Planning Board met to consider M-NCPPC staff recommendations for the 
amendments included in the AD 2019-1 administrative delegation packet.  The Board concurred with the  
M-NCPPC staff recommendations for the included amendments, which agreed with DEP’s staff 
recommendations.  DEP received formal notification of the Board’s action in a letter dated February 5, 2019. 
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