Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection
Zoom Webinar on March 5, 2026
Questions and Answers
Questions
GENERAL
· I would like more information. Is there an email list that you send information to? Or how else could I find out more?
We have an electronic newsletter called The Civic Loop, through which we provide information and updates on waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and related topics.  If you’re interested in signing up, please send us an email at ZeroWasteInfo@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov.    
 
Additionally, DEP’s Aiming for Zero Waste website contains information and updates: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/trash-recycling/programs/zero-waste/index.html 

· What are the recycling requirements for institutions like schools, hospitals, and nursing homes? 
All businesses in Montgomery County are required to recycle.  The County’s definition of businesses includes enterprises, not-for-profit organizations, government agencies at the local, state and federal levels, health care facilities, as well as construction sites.  Schools, hospitals, and nursing homes are mandated to recycle specific materials if these materials are generated on-site.  These materials are mixed paper (including paper of any colors, coated paper items, corrugated cardboard, boxboard, newspapers and inserts, magazines, catalogs, books, unwanted mail, and other clean, dry paper), commingled materials (including aluminum cans and foil products, steel or tin cans, bi-metal cans, glass bottles, jars and jugs, plastic bottles, tubs, lids, and containers), scrap metal items (which are metal or predominantly metal materials including washers, dryers, refrigerators, air conditioners, dishwashers, sinks, stoves, freezers, furnaces, hot water heaters, trash compactors, iron furniture, doors, cabinets, humidifiers/dehumidifiers, bikes, swing sets, aluminum lawn chairs, shower stalls, and disassembled metal sheds), and yard trim (including leaves, grass, garden trimmings, and brush).  Businesses must set up and maintain recycling programs to separate these mandatory recyclable materials from their other waste, and have the recyclables collected and delivered by a licensed collector (or self-hauled) to a recycling facility for processing.  Depending on the size of the business, as defined by its number of employees, a waste reduction and recycling plan and annual report may be required as well.  
Additional information about non-residential recycling is available on DEP’s website here: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/trash-recycling/recycle-at-work/index.html
· How can one get involved in the ‘Recycling Volunteer’ program? 

Please visit our Recycling Volunteer webpage at https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/trash-recycling/volunteers/index.html or email our Recycling Volunteer Coordinator, Jessica Panicola at Jessica.Panicola@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov for more information on volunteering.

· When will the County have single stream capability?

Currently, the county has “dual stream” recycling; paper is recycled separately from other recyclables.  Single stream would combine it all. The County is currently evaluating single stream processing as part of the 60% Basis of Design (BOD). The BOD will identify and determine additional equipment specifications required to incorporate single stream processing equipment as part of the facility upgrades.  If single-stream capability is added, it would enable the County’s recycling facility to receive recyclables from municipalities that collect recycling single stream. The County is not contemplating a switch to single-stream for County-provided residential services. 

· Can you explain what ‘resource recovery’ means?

The Resource Recovery Facility is the name of the County’s incinerator. The name references the fact that the facility recovers energy from the waste it combusts. Some stakeholders prefer the term “incinerator” to “resource recovery facility” to be clear that the purpose of the facility is disposal of waste, and not recycling. DEP uses either term interchangeably.

· I am concerned about the health of the trash collectors, who must lift heavy bins all day. Is the County considering investing in trucks with automatic lifts? 

The County contracts recycling and refuse collection services with private collection contractors.  The contracts require contractors to install cart tippers on their recycling trucks and that the collection crews use the cart tippers when emptying the mixed paper recycling carts.  The County currently does not provide trash containers to residents. If trash carts are provided to households by the County in the future, collection contracts will require the contractor to use cart tippers when emptying trash carts. Contractors for trash collection in the area known as Subdivision A are covered by a “Labor Peace Agreement,” which gives the workers more of a voice in their work.

· Is the County planning to make any changes to collections to make them more equitable across the County? For example, if I live in a condo in subdistrict A, I don’t receive the same collection services as single family homes.

Condominium properties are considered multi-family properties, and multi-family properties do not receive county-provided collection services.  Due to the variety of types of condominium properties, many properties use central collection areas for residents to place their recycling and trash for collection.  As a result, properties use a combination of container types, including wheeled carts, dumpsters, roll-off containers, etc., making collection services not uniform. Solid waste services provided by the County are funded through a designated Solid Waste Charge.  The Solid Waste Charge is a fee for services, and property and business owners pay for the level of services they receive. Multi-family property owners currently pay less than single-family homeowners since they receive different (fewer) services from the county.

· Where will the Poolesville Beauty Spot be located if the historic Black school on the property becomes the only use for that property?

There are no current plans to relocate the Beauty Spot if the current location becomes unavailable.

· Where in the Transfer Station is the place where things are dropped off/picked up for re-use?
The Don’t-Dump-Donate station is located off of the Frederick Road (355) Entrance to the Transfer Station in the Upper Lot next to the textile and book containers and opposite the electronics pavilion. 

· Could the County consider providing more locations for people to recycle used oil and gas? 

Currently, the Transfer Station is the only DEP-controlled location where used oil and gas can safely be received and recycled.  Additional locations would require development and staffing, and limited resources are being used for other purposes.

· Is the County planning to only handle recyclables in the future and use private companies for trash hauling paid by residents separately? 

No 

· What percentage of the total waste we generate is food and fabrics?

Based on the most recent waste composition study from 2022/2023, approximately 16.6% of solid waste generated in the County is composed of food scraps and 5.1% is composed of clothing, linens, textiles and leather. 

For more information, you can read the waste composition study here: Microsoft Word - 2023 Montgomery County WCS Report 4.18.23 

· Would the County consider creating universal waste drop-off sites (electronics, batteries) within walking distance of Metro stops?

Montgomery County Department of Transportation (DOT) controls the Metro stops and buses. The Transfer Station is the only DEP controlled location where electronics and batteries can be received and recycled. It is adjacent to the Shady Grove metro station.  Moreover, all County curbside collection residences can receive curbside collection of electronics and batteries by appointment. You can request pickup by calling 311.

· In your greenhouse gas emissions estimates, are you capturing emission categories one, two, and three? Are you capturing the GHG emissions from long hauls, too?
The greenhouse gas emissions information presented was generated using EPA’s Waste and Reduction Model (WARM). Warm is a comparative model that allows the user to determine the difference in greenhouse gas emissions between two different scenarios of managing waste. It therefore focuses on the emissions that would vary with different management methods and is not an emissions inventory that seeks to quantify the total scope 1, 2, or 3 emissions associated with a particular entity. 
Below is a summary of the emissions modeled in WARM for each management method. More information can be found in EPA’s WARM documentation here: Documentation Chapters for Greenhouse Gas Emission, Energy and Economic Factors Used in the Waste Reduction Model | US EPA. Additional information about the WARM analysis for Montgomery County can be found in the MSW Management Systems Alternatives Analysis Report, located here: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/trash-recycling/zero-waste/MSW-Analysis-5_16_25b-with-Appendices.pdf 
	Combustion
· Energy emissions from transportation of waste to a combustion facility and ash to a landfill
· Emissions of non-biogenic CO2 from waste combustion
· Emissions of N2O from waste combustion
· Avoided utility emissions
· Avoided emissions due to the recovery and recycling of ferrous metals at the combustor.
	Landfilling
· Carbon Dioxide emissions from transportation of waste to a landfill
· CH4 emissions from landfill
· Avoided CO2 emissions from energy recovery (landfill gas to energy)
· Carbon sequestration (for non-biogenic materials)

	Recycling
· Difference in process emissions to produce new product with recycled input instead of virgin material
· Difference in transportation energy to produce new product with recycled input instead of virgin material
· Forest carbon storage
	Anaerobic Digestion
· Process energy emissions (grinding, pumping/loading, etc.)
· Process non-energy emissions (fugitive emissions)
· Avoided utility emissions
· Avoided fertilizer application
· Soil carbon storage
· Transportation energy emissions



· Has the County considered reducing trash and/or recycling collection less frequently than once per week? 
The County provides once a week recycling collection services to all single-family households not located in municipalities.  Weekly trash collection service is provided to a subset of single-family households located in Subdistrict A (generally Down County).  Outside of the county-provided refuse collection area, homeowners may receive a second trash collection day, through their trash collection contract with a private collector or on behalf of their HOA through the contract with a private collector.  

· Can you explain why the only way we can add county-wide composting service is to close the incinerator?

The County needs sufficient in-County composting capacity to expand food scraps collection and composting. DEP conducted a review of available locations to construct an in-County food composting facility. The most cost-effective and fastest option is to expand and modify the County’s existing yard trim composting facility in Dickerson to allow addition of food scraps. Because of an existing settlement agreement with the Sugarloaf Citizens Association (SCA), the County can only modify that site with SCA’s approval, which SCA has indicated would only be provided if the County commits to closing the incinerator. 

If the County chooses to retain the use of the incinerator, a food composting facility could be constructed elsewhere, but at a higher cost and longer timeframe. 


· Can you explain the County’s requirements for recycling by all classes (residential business, and institutional) and do the same requirements apply inside incorporated towns and cities within the County? 

Montgomery County Code §48-45, et seq. and Montgomery County Executive Regulation 1-15 mandate recycling throughout the single-family, multi-family, and commercial (or non-residential) sectors.  Residents in single-family homes, multi-family apartments, condominiums, and co-ops, businesses, non-profit organizations and federal, state and local government facilities and their employees all must recycle specific materials if these materials are generated.  These materials are mixed paper (including paper of any colors, coated paper items, corrugated cardboard, boxboard, newspapers and inserts, magazines, catalogs, books, unwanted mail, and other clean, dry paper), commingled materials (including aluminum cans and foil products, steel or tin cans, bi-metal cans, glass bottles, jars and jugs, plastic bottles, tubs, lids, and containers), scrap metal items (which are metal or predominantly metal materials including washers, dryers, refrigerators, air conditioners, dishwashers, sinks, stoves, freezers, furnaces, hot water heaters, trash compactors, iron furniture, doors, cabinets, humidifiers/dehumidifiers, bikes, swing sets, aluminum lawn chairs, shower stalls, and disassembled metal sheds), and yard trim (including leaves, grass, garden trimmings, and brush).  Montgomery County provides all approximately 224,000 single-family homes, including townhomes, curbside recycling collection via contractors for the mandatory recyclables and other additional recyclables.  Owners or managers of multi-family properties and businesses/non-profit organizations/government facilities must set up and maintain recycling programs on-site to separate and store these mandatory recyclable materials from their other waste, and have these recyclables collected and delivered by a licensed collector (or self-hauled) to a recycling facility for processing.  Waste Reduction and Recycling Plans and subsequent Annual Waste Reduction and Recycling Reports must be submitted by all multi-family properties, and by certain businesses/non-profit organizations/government facilities, depending on their size as defined by their number of employees.  

The County’s recycling and reporting requirements for multi-family properties and for businesses/non-profit organizations/government facilities also apply to those generators located within the City of Gaithersburg and the City of Rockville.  The County worked with several municipalities, and both Gaithersburg and Rockville subsequently adopted ordinances that mandate these entities to follow Montgomery County recycling and reporting requirements.  In return, Montgomery County provides technical assistance/support, outreach, education, and enforcement to the multi-family and commercial sectors within the City of Gaithersburg and the City of Rockville; however, both cities provide their own recycling programs and services to their single-family households.    
        
· Are churches required to recycle?
Churches are required to recycle and must meet the same requirements as any other business in the County.  
· What percent of the County’s food waste is generated by commercial properties?

According to data from the most recent Waste Composition Study, updated with the actual tonnage disposed and recycled for CY2024,  the commercial sector generates approximately 41% of the estimated 116,000 tons of food waste (food scraps) generated in the County annually.  The single-family sector generates approximately 46%, and the multi-family sector generates approximately 12% of the estimated food waste/scraps total.   

· If metal items end up in the waste stream, will they be extracted from the waste?

Yes, currently most metal is extracted from the waste. The transfer station has magnets that will extract metals from the waste. In addition, the Resource Recovery Facilityrecovers ferrous material from the ash, and additional ferrous and non-ferrous metal is recovered from the ash at the landfill before it is disposed.  

· Litter and graffiti have worsened in recent years in Montgomery County. Which department in the County Government handles litter? Which department in the County Government handles graffiti?

The Department of Transportation, Division of Highway Services will collect litter or trash from County roadways and right-of-ways. Transit Services removes the trash from cans that are installed at County maintained bus stop. Illegal dumping and overflowing trash cans on other properties are investigated by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). DEP also conducts anti-litter education and outreach and supports litter cleanups. Please visit our litter reduction webpage here: Keep it clean, Montgomery, Litter Reduction, DEP, Montgomery County, MD or call 311 to report litter. 

To report vandalism, graffiti or other defacing of property to the Montgomery County Police, please call the non-emergency police number at 301-279-8000.
OPTIONS BEING CONSIDERED
· Why can’t the County pursue all three options for the future?
There is no technological limitation to combining food composting and advanced waste processing with incineration of the residual. However, this would be financially quite costly. If the County decides to keep operating the incinerator, significant capital investment (estimated to cost at least $356 million) will be needed to repair and upgrade the facility for long-term use. Advanced waste processing and (to a lesser extent) food composting also involve added costs, meaning that combining the three approaches would result in significant rate impacts to taxpayers.  Additionally, an upgraded incinerator is a fixed cost regardless of whether the amount of trash is reduced or not.  Landfilling can be reduced as reduction efforts and advanced waste processing increase.
· Did you consider composting and advanced waste processing (AWP) (like in option 3) but use a new, much smaller incinerator?
As described above, composting and AWP could be used in conjunction with incineration of the remaining waste, but doing so in Montgomery County would be costly and inefficient to implement. Constructing a new incinerator – of any size - would require a significant capital investment, which would be difficult to justify when combined with costs for implementing AWP. 
· Will there be a community outreach campaign associated with Options 2 and 3?
DEP held the open houses to provide information about all options to the general public, in addition to providing information previously at various meetings of stakeholder groups, including the Solid Waste Advisory Committee. If the County chooses options 2 or 3, there will be additional outreach and education relevant to the options in advance of their implementation. 
For example, Options 2 and 3 include development of a food composting facility and expansion of the County’s curbside food scraps collection. Extensive education and outreach campaigns will be launched as that program is rolled out. Similarly, additional information about the advanced waste processing facility (Option 3) will be provided as that facility is planned and developed.
· At the end of Option 3, how much waste is hauled to landfill?
By 2032, we estimate that approximately 322,000 tons of County-managed municipal solid waste would be landfilled. This estimate assumes no further waste reduction efforts.
This excludes any disposal of waste generated in Montgomery County that is managed privately outside of the County’s disposal contracts (for example, waste that a business pays a private collector directly to dispose out of the County without passing through the County’s transfer station). 
· If Option 3 does not pass, what are the chances the Council will go for Option 2?
The County Executive is proposing Option 3 in his recommended budget proposal for FY 2027. While DEP cannot speculate on the likelihood of the County Council taking one action over another, DEP is providing information and comparisons for all three options to help the County make an informed decision.
· With Option 3, how many bins/containers would each house need?
A single-family home would have four containers:
· Mixed paper
· Commingled materials (glass, plastic, metal bottles, jars, cans and containers)
· Organics (food scraps, yard trim, and non-recyclable paper)
· Trash

· Under Option 3, when would you anticipate the long haul to begin?
If the County Council approves the transition to long-haul in the FY2027 budget, DEP anticipates that the transition to long-haul could occur during the second half of FY2027.
· Would the County be picking up food scraps curbside in Options 2 and 3?
Yes, the plan for Options 2 and 3 would be to expand curbside collection of food scraps to single-family properties wherever recycling services are provided by the County.
· Isn’t some of the pollution from incineration counterbalanced by the pollution generated in options 2 and 3 by the trucks?
Yes, that is true. In options 2 and 3, a greater quantity of waste would be transported outside the County for disposal, and that transportation would occur (at least initially) by truck rather than rail. Rail transport, which is an option in the longer term, is currently generally more fuel efficient than truck transport and results in fewer air emissions. 
This impact was factored into greenhouse gas analysis for the options, which showed that, even when accounting for mode and distance of transportation, incinerating our waste results in roughly similar greenhouse gas emissions to landfilling our waste, and adding advanced waste processing and food composting to landfilling significantly reduces greenhouse gas emissions.
RECYCLING - GLASS
· Are restaurants and bars required to recycle glass bottles? 
Yes, all businesses in the County, including restaurants and bars, are required to recycle glass bottles and jars.

· What happens to recycled glass? 
Glass delivered to a Material Recycling Facility (MRF) is first sorted by color and type, then sold as a commodity to interested buyers. After it is transported to a glass processing facility, the material undergoes additional sorting and refinement so it can be reused in new products.

· Does glass recycling generate income for the County? 
Recycling of clear and mixed brown and green glass generate income for the County. 

· What are the challenges associated with glass recycling?
The challenges of recycling glass largely stem from limited local markets, high transportation costs, and its tendency to contaminate other recyclable materials such as plastics and paper.

RECYCLING - PAPER/CARDBOARD
· How do we improve our paper/cardboard recycling rate? 
The County has implemented a multi-media outreach and education campaign to remind single-family and multi-family residents, as well as businesses, non-profit organizations and government facilities and their employees to recycle all of the cardboard boxes and other paper items they generate.  This education is provided using a wide variety of communication methods, and in multiple languages.  The County also continues to focus on cardboard and paper as part of its enforcement and compliance efforts.             
· Can the County mandate that boxes and materials from Amazon be recyclable? 
Many types of packages are already recyclable. Cardboard boxes and paper mailing envelopes are recyclable curbside. Plastic film such as plastic shipping envelopes, mailer bags, air pillows, and bubble wrap can be dropped off at the transfer station and many grocery stores and other retailers for recycling. Note that polystyrene loose fill (“packing peanuts”) is prohibited for sale in the County.
More generally, packaging materials used by large businesses across jurisdictions may be better regulated at the federal or state level. In 2025, Maryland passed an extended producer responsibility (EPR) law for packaging. EPR for packaging is a policy that makes producers financially responsible for the recycling or disposal of packaging they put on the market. If EPR is structured properly, it can create incentives for producers to use less packaging or make their packaging easier to recycle. Montgomery County holds a seat on the State’s EPR Advisory Council and is working with other council members on the development of the EPR program in Maryland.
RECYCLING - PLASTICS
· Where can we drop plastic grocery bags for recycling?
Plastic bags and film can be dropped off for recycling at the Shady Grove Processing Facility and Transfer Station. Additionally, some grocery and other retailers collect plastic bags for recycling. Please see our website for more details.
Note that effective January 1, 2026, Montgomery County law prohibits stores from providing customers with plastic carryout bags at the point of sale, and imposes a fee of 10 cents per bag for paper bags. The best option is to bring a reusable bag. Please see the Bring Your Own Bag Law website for more detail. 
· What happens to the plastic that is not recycled and what are the implications of that?
Plastic that is not recyclable in the County or that residents and businesses do not put in their recycling is disposed in the County’s incinerator. When plastic is burned in the incinerator, it generates air emissions, including carbon dioxide, which is a greenhouse gas. To minimize the impacts of plastic disposal the County requires residents and businesses to recycle plastic containers, including plastic lids, bottles, jars, containers, tubs, flower pots, pails, buckets, caps and #1 PET clamshell containers. DEP conducts ongoing education, outreach, and compliance activities in an effort to continuously improve and capture more recyclable plastic. 
· Is it true that the plastic berry shells are not recycled in our County? Why? 
No, this is not true. You can recycle #1 PET thermoform plastics including: clamshell containers, bakery trays and cake domes, deli containers and trays, fruit and vegetable containers and baskets, cups, tubs and lids. All plastic items with numbers 1-7 (except 6) are recycled in Montgomery County. Please see our website for further information and examples of recyclable plastics: Plastic bottles, containers, tubs, and lids – How to recycle/dispose – Montgomery County, Maryland

· What can we do with industrially compostable plastic? 
If you have privately provided food scraps collection, please check with your collector on whether compostable plastic materials are acceptable to place in your bin for collection.
If you are part of the County’s curbside single-family food scraps recycling collection pilots, BPI-labeled compostable bags and certain brands of compostable food service ware products are acceptable with food scraps.  Please see lists of acceptable brands and types of food service ware:
· https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/trash-recycling/food-waste/acceptable-compostable-hot-cups.pdf
· https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/trash-recycling/food-waste/acceptable-compostable-pla-products.pdf
· https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/trash-recycling/food-waste/acceptable-compostable-utensils.pdf 
If you use the County’s food scraps recycling drop-off locations, you may also recycle food-soiled paper, paper plates (uncoated or compostable), paper towels and paper napkins, and BPI certified or home compostable service ware along with the acceptable food scraps.  For details, please visit: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/trash-recycling/programs/foodwaste/index.html

· Do the plastics that the County collects for recycling actually get recycled? I have heard a lot of plastics that are collected are just being landfilled. 
Most of the plastics collected through curbside recycling are successfully recycled by the vendors or brokers that purchase our materials. However, some types of plastic have no viable end markets, or their mixed resin composition makes them unsuitable for recycling.
· How much plastics will be recycled with advanced waste processing?
We estimate that approximately 30% of the waste that is processed through advanced waste processing would be recycled, which amounts to about 138,000 tons by FY 2032. Of this, a little less than half would likely be composed of traditional recyclables (plastics, metal, glass), and the remainder would be made up of organics (food, paper). 
· Does plastics recycling include thin plastics? 
Plastic bags and film can be dropped off for recycling at the Shady Grove Processing Facility and Transfer Station. Additionally, some grocery and other retailers collect plastic bags for recycling. Please see our website for more details.
· When I recycle a plastic bottle, should I also include the cap? 
Plastic caps and lids can be recycled. Take the caps and lids off of bottles and containers first before putting them into your recycling bin.
· Is it true that my plastics need to be completely dry for recycling, otherwise, they contaminate the plastics?
No. Small amounts of moisture will not be a problem. Empty all containers and give them a quick rinse before recycling. 
· What percentage of plastics collected are not recyclable? 
On average, about 95% of the plastics we collect at the curbside are successfully recycled. However, certain plastics cannot be recycled due to their material composition or because they are contaminated.
· What are the long-term environmental impacts of plastics being incinerated versus going to a landfill?
When plastic is burned in the incinerator, it generates air emissions, including carbon dioxide, which is a greenhouse gas. Air pollution control equipment at the incinerator captures some emissions and is designed to keep emissions within limits established by the State in the facility’s permit, but some emissions still remain. 
When plastic is landfilled, it decomposes very slowly, meaning that plastic materials remain largely intact in the landfill for a long time. Microplastics and chemicals from plastic materials in landfills can migrate to leachate and soil. Modern landfills are designed to be relatively closed environments to separate their contents from surrounding soil and groundwater. Leachate must be collected and treated before it is discharged.
RECYCLING - FOOD SCRAPS/COMPOSTING
· Have you thought about requiring grocery stores to use biodegradable plastic bags in the produce section? Can the County mandate them?
It is important to note that even if a product is considered or marketed as “biodegradable,” that does not necessarily mean it will break down in all environments. In fact, Maryland law prohibits the sale of a plastic bag labeled biodegradable because the term can be misleading to consumers. Md. Code Ann., Env. §9–2102.
Aside from “biodegradable bags,” there are bags that are compostable. These bags must meet specifications to be certified as compostable , but not everyone yet has access to composting for these materials.  This poses a tradeoff, because bags that are compostable cannot be recycled in traditional film recycling programs. 
For now, non-compostable plastic produce bags can be dropped off for recycling at the Transfer Station.
· Will the County provide composting services in the future?
DEP’s plan is to establish in-County composting capacity for food scraps by constructing a food composting facility. That will enable the County to expand its existing curbside collection pilots for food scraps throughout the County.
· Is it true that compostable Biobags are putting microplastics into our soil and food?
Please note that the County does not currently accept plastic bags for containing yard trim that is composted at the County’s composting facility. 
If you are part of the County’s curbside single-family food scraps recycling collection pilots, BPI-labeled compostable bags are acceptable with food scraps. BPI is a third-party certification that is aimed at ensuring compostable products will actually break down in the typical environment of a composting facility, avoiding microplastics that persist in the environment; certification requires testing for biodegradation, disintegration, metals and other contaminants. 
· How much food composting is taking place in the County today versus what is possible?
We estimate that about 18% of the food scraps generated in the County were recycled in 2024. Though there is significant room for improvement, this food scraps recycling has increased over the past couple years as DEP programs and public interest in composting have expanded.
· Why does the County include paper with organics for composting and not in recycling?
Where food scraps are collected separately for composting, non-recyclable paper (such as paper towels) can be included with food scraps for composting. This is beneficial since this material would otherwise need to be disposed.
If the County implements advanced waste processing, it would be able to sort and recycle additional paper that remains in the trash after recycling and composting programs. Because the paper being sorted through advanced waste processing has been mixed together with other wastes, it is often too contaminated to be recycled into new paper products, and instead is better included with the organics stream for recycling through technologies such as anaerobic digestion.
· Will the food scraps that are collected be composted aerobically or anaerobically?
DEP plans to construct a food composting facility and expand curbside food scraps collection from single-family homes. This material would be composted aerobically.
Advanced Waste Processing has the capability of extracting additional organics that remain in the waste stream after food scraps are separated for composting. These organic materials extracted through Advanced Waste Processing would be further processed to create products through aerobic composting, anaerobic digestion, or other technologies. As part of the Request for Proposals for Advanced Waste Processing, bidders would be asked to describe in detail their proposed method of processing organics extracted from solid waste.
· Are fish and meat allowed in food scraps?
Fish and meat are acceptable in both the County’s drop-off food scraps recycling locations and in the pilot curbside collection areas. 
However, if you compost food scraps at home, omitting fish, meat, dairy, fats, and oils can help avoid odors and critters. 
· What is the plan for composting at multifamily properties? 
DEP currently provides technical assistance and training for multi-family properties to assist them in setting up food scraps recycling programs. To date, DEP has helped 34 multi-family properties establish food scraps recycling programs. Currently, food scraps recycling programs for multi-family properties is voluntary. Once the County has constructed an in-County food composting facility, it will move toward implementing mandatory food scraps recycling at multi-family properties and businesses. DEP provides education, assistance, training and enforcement of mandatory recycling programs for multi-family properties and businesses.
· How will the County handle/address the issue of animal scavengers with food scraps pickup?
In the areas where DEP has piloted curbside food scraps collection, it has provided residents a cart with a locking lid to place their food scraps. This has worked well, and DEP has not received any complaints of animal scavenging in the pilot areas.
ADVANCED WASTE PROCESSING
· Can you explain what is meant by maximum waste diversion?
Maximizing waste diversion means fully implementing the hierarchy of strategies presented in the Aiming for Zero Waste diagram in the open house slides. As a highest priority, DEP strives to help County residents and businesses avoid waste before it occurs (for example, by thoughtful purchasing and storage of food at home, using reusable bags and containers, and avoiding unnecessary printing at work). The second-best option is to reuse and repair products wherever possible (e.g. donating clothing or repairing electronics). Third-best is to maximize recycling and composting by correctly sorting and processing recyclables and organic materials like yard trim and food scraps. A portion of the material that remains after these steps can be further diverted through technologies like advanced waste processing. After all these waste diversion strategies have been maximized, the amount of material left for responsible disposal is minimized.


· Is ‘advanced waste processing’ a real thing that the County can do, or is it an unknown future development? 
Advanced waste processing facilities exist currently in the U.S. and abroad, and there are several vendors that offer commercial scale technology capable of sorting recyclables and organics from mixed solid waste. DEP intends to issue a request for proposals that would require vendors to provide detailed information about their technology, existing facilities, and performance. 

· What is the cost of building an AWP and what is the timeline?
The exact cost to construct an AWP facility depends on the technology used. As one example, a recent contract to construct an AWP facility in Virginia was reported to represent a $200 million investment.
DEP is looking at a public-private-partnership model for AWP, in which a private entity would fund the construction of the facility, and would charge the County for each ton of waste processed. In this scenario, the County would not be paying directly for the construction of the facility. The estimated cost of AWP to County ratepayers is projected as part of Option 3 in the open house slides on DEP’s website.  
While the exact timeline would be determined through the Request for Proposals process, DEP estimates that the facility could be operational by FY2029 if the plan is approved in FY2027.
· How much AWP could be done at home?
Advanced waste processing (AWP) is a technology that recovers additional recyclables and organics that are left in the trash after recycling and composting programs. AWP is not a replacement for source-separated recycling and composting programs. At home, people need to continue to separate their recyclables from their trash. DEP continues to work with residents, multi-family properties, and businesses to help people put as much recyclable material in their recycling or composting bins as possible.
· In advanced waste processing, would you burn the remaining trash or do anaerobic digestion? What does ‘further processing’ mean?

If advanced waste processing is coupled with long-haul to a landfill (as proposed in Option 3), the residual waste that remains after processing would be disposed in a landfill. 

· Will it cost us less if we compost and build the AWP?
Implementing food composting and advanced waste processing, with long-haul of the residual to a landfill, would increase costs somewhat relative to continuing with incineration without composting. For a single family home, by FY2032, this would amount to a difference in the solid waste charge of approximately $14 per year. 
· How will advanced waste processing address the issue of plastics not being recycled so much anymore?
The plastics that the County currently collects for recycling are recycled. DEP continues to conduct outreach and education to residents, multi-family properties, and businesses to encourage recycling of more plastic material. Advanced waste processing will help capture some of the recyclable plastics that are still remaining in the trash. The best strategy is to reduce the amount of new plastic used.
· How did the County determine the cost for the AWP and what was the basis for that number?
The County’s consultant, Raftelis, prepared the rate projections for the three options presented at the open house. To account for AWP, Raftelis reviewed a contract recently signed (October 2025) for a similar facility by the Southeastern Public Service Authority (SPSA). This contract serves as a useful comparison because the quantity of waste to be processed there is similar to Montgomery County. Under the contract, SPSA will pay the vendor a price per ton of waste processed. That price would cover the design, construction, and operation of the facility. Raftelis also has experience with other AWP projects elsewhere in the U.S.

· When would the AWP facility be fully operational?
We estimate that if the Council approves the County to begin implementing Option 3 in FY2027, the AWP facility could be operational in FY2029. The exact timeline would be verified through the proposals submitted during the procurement process.

· Where would the AWP be built and what would the environmental impact be?
The request for proposals would require offerors to include in their proposals a detailed description of where they would locate the facility and how it would be configured. One option is for the AWP facility to be constructed at the County’s transfer station, but the request for proposals will allow offerors to propose an alternative location. 
As for the environmental impact of the AWP facility, it would benefit the environment by reducing disposal, increasing recycling, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The AWP facility would be constructed inside a building and would not involve any combustion of waste materials. 
· Are there other Counties doing advanced waste processing and do their case studies support the numbers you estimated?
Yes, as described above, the rate projections including advanced waste processing were informed by and consistent with costs of a recent reference facility in Virginia.
· How many AWP facilities are there in the US? Is this approved technology?
While AWP is not the norm in the U.S., there are several operating AWP facilities. Examples include:
· Commonwealth Sortation, under contract with the Southeastern Public Service Authority (Virginia) 
· GreenWaste Recovery (California) 
· Western Placer County Waste Management Authority MRF (California)
· Athens Services Irwindale MRF (California)

· Has the County identified markets for contaminated ‘recovered’ material from the AWP?
At other AWP facilities, material is recovered into two streams. One stream is composed of recyclables, which may undergo further sorting (such as at a traditional materials recovery facility) prior to baling and marketing to make new products. The other stream is composed of organic materials like food scraps and paper.  Different facilities have different methods of managing/processing the organics stream, which may include composting, anaerobic digestion, or the production of biochar. The end use/market for the organics would be dependent on the processing technology.
If the County pursues AWP, a request for proposals would require bidders to include detailed information on their proposed processing methods, quality standards, and end markets. The Contractor would be responsible for ensuring that quality standards are met such that materials can be marketed.
LANDFILLS
· If the Site 2 Landfill area in Dickerson is used, is it anticipated that all County-owned properties at that location will be used?  How many total acres are available?  

Site 2 is an 810-acre forested site, zoned agricultural, of which 125 acres is permitted for use as a landfill.  It is on a sole source aquifer, meaning that it is the only water source for certain communities.  Using Site 2 as a landfill would require construction of both a facility and roads infrastructure.

· If the Site 2 Landfill is put into use at some point in the future, how many years will it operate until it is closed as "full?"  
Approximately 28 years, though this could be extended if waste diversion increases.

· How many trucks and of what size and weight would be traveling down these roads [near the transfer station]?
If the County transitions to long-haul of MSW to a landfill, we estimate that it would require 80 truck loads per day  at the Shady Grove transfer station, with each truck hauling 20 or more tons of waste. Effective in October 2026, DEP will discontinue acceptance of large loads (> 2 tons) of construction materials at the transfer station, which we anticipate would offset approximately 40 trucks per day at the transfer station.

· Would the County capture methane from the landfill and use it to power any buildings?
If the County transitions to long-haul of MSW to an out-of-County landfill, the landfill would be owned by a private entity and not the County, so the County would not be conducting operations or capturing methane at the landfill. However, many landfills, including the ones we anticipate using for long-haul have landfill gas to energy projects that create power from methane.
· What landfills are being considered for the long haul options? 
We are unable to name the specific landfills at this time because they are part of the proposals submitted under the procurement process, which has not concluded. If a contract is signed, the County will be able to disclose the landfills. In the meantime, DEP conducted an environmental justice review of the communities surrounding the landfills, which can be found in the open house slides on the website.
· Has the County considered other spots in Maryland for a new landfill?
Maryland has 21 municipal solid waste landfills currently in operation, only one of which (in far Western Maryland) is privately owned. Landfills owned by government entities often limit acceptance of waste from out of County to preserve capacity for their own waste. It is difficult to identify new locations for landfills given space constraints and competing land uses, and any new landfill development would likely take many years to go through the property acquisition, permitting and design process, making this an unrealistic option prior to the expiration of the County’s current incinerator contract.
· What is the difference in the environmental impact of disposing trash versus ash in a landfill?
Municipal solid waste (MSW) includes organic materials, which generate methane when they decompose in landfills. Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas. Ash does not generate methane in a landfill but it does contain hazardous substances, including heavy metals (lead, mercury, cadmium) and dioxins.
Landfills produce leachate, which is water that filters through the materials in the landfill. Both ash and MSW contain pollutants that can be collected in leachate. Modern landfills include liner systems and leachate collection to prevent leachate from contacting the surrounding surface or groundwater. The leachate that is collected must be treated before it is discharged to the environment. 
Studies generally show that leachate from MSW-only landfill cells has a higher overall pollutant load and greater complexity of different contaminants, which may require more complex treatment. Leachate from an ash-only landfill cell has higher metals content, higher pH and total dissolved solids but requires simpler treatment. Leachate from an ash-only cell tends to have less PFAS because some PFAS in the waste was destroyed through the combustion process. 
· Is the methane gas captured at a landfill and then flared or used for power generation?
Many landfills, including the ones we anticipate using for long-haul, have landfill gas to energy projects that create power from methane.

INCINERATOR
· Is it true that burning trash for electricity pollutes more than burning coal?
No

· Has there been any pressure loss analysis done on the three incinerator units over the past year to determine how long the dioxin emissions have been happening?
A forensic study is currently being conducted by both the County and the contractor. 

· How long was the emission exceedance at the incinerator and how far over the permit limit was it?
A forensic study is currently being conducted by both the County and the contractor.


· How many homes are powered by the electricity that the incinerator generates?
The facility generates approximately 52MWh that are being put back in the grid. That electricity can power about 37,000 homes. 


· Is the ash from the existing incinerator toxic?
Incinerator ash contains metals and other constituents that can be harmful if people are exposed to them in sufficient amounts. In order for ash to be considered non-hazardous and allowed to be disposed in a regular municipal landfill, it must pass a test for toxicity that is required by federal and State regulations. Quarterly tests of the ash are being conducted and shared with the State authorities. Tests are showing that the ash is not toxic and can be disposed as non-hazardous waste. 

· If the incinerator is refurbished, would it have the latest technology to minimize emissions?
The cost estimate that was prepared to upgrade the incinerator for long-term use included upgrading the emissions control system. 

· Do any other entities use the incinerator?
No, the RRF only receives and process material transported from the transfer station. 

· Is the incinerator state owned or a private company?
The RRF is currently owned by the Northeast Waste Disposal Authority. Ownership will be transferred to Montgomery County upon facility closure.  

HAULING
· It was said that the County moves trash to the incinerator now by train.  However, there are several huge trucks per day on 28 coming from Rockville to Dickerson.  These are clearly carrying trash to the incinerator.  How many trucks per day are doing that hauling?
The operations priority is to move waste and yard trim material from the transfer station to Dickerson by train. However, there are times when it is necessary to move material by trucks in order to avoid operational disruptions at the transfer station (i.e. CSX maintenance of train and tracks) Additionally, construction and demolition debris is currently sent to landfills via trucks.

· If the County picks up food waste for recycling, how will it be hauled from the Transfer Station to Dickerson?  By truck or train?  If by truck, how many trucks per day will be on the road?  (And is that Monday - Friday only?) 
The potential transport of food waste combined with yard waste from the transfer station to the current yard waste composting facility is still being evaluated. 

· If the County transitions to long haul options, would that increase the number of truck trips and by how many?

DEP anticipates that approximately 80 loads of waste will be transported from the Transfer Station to an out-of-County landfill daily. Effective in October 2026, DEP plans to restrict acceptance of large loads of construction and demolition waste at the transfer station, which will offset approximately half of the additional loads resulting from long-haul.

· How many trucks per day are currently traveling along route 28 per day to the incinerator?
Waste is transported from the Transfer Station to the incinerator by rail.

· Are trains currently being used to haul trash to the incinerator?
Yes.

· How is the ash sent to a landfill? Does it travel by truck or train?
By train. However, the ash may need to go to a different landfill since elected leaders and residents have expressed concern that the current landfill for the ash is near a high-poverty, majority black community.

· How will new truck traffic impact the roads in and around the transfer station?

DEP anticipates that approximately 80 loads of waste will be transported from the Transfer Station to an out-of-County landfill daily. Effective in October 2026, DEP plans to restrict acceptance of large loads of construction and demolition waste at the transfer station, which will offset approximately half of the additional loads resulting from long-haul. Please see the open house slides on our website for a map showing the exit route of the trucks from the Transfer Station.

· What is the difference in the environmental impact of hauling waste by truck versus train?
Hauling waste by rail is generally more efficient than hauling by truck, and results in lower greenhouse gas emissions. 

HEALTH IMPACTS
· Which is safer for our health, burning our trash, which releases toxins in the air, or burying trash in a landfill?
Landfilling and incineration have different types of potential environmental and health impacts. Both landfills and incinerators emit greenhouse gases. Incinerators also emit other air pollutants, which can cause harm to people or the environment if not well controlled. These air pollutants include particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrogen chloride, heavy metals (lead, mercury, cadmium), and persistent organic pollutants such as dioxins and furans. Compliance testing on Units 3 and 2 of the County’s incinerator, conducted in September and December 2025, respectively, found levels of dioxins/furans in excess of the State’s regulatory limit. This necessitated repairs to the incinerator. A human health risk assessment has been commissioned by DEP and results will be available and shared with the public later this year. 
Landfills produce leachate – water that has filtered through trash and collected pollutants along the way. That leachate must be collected and treated before it is discharged back to the environment. 
Both landfills and incinerators require land to construct, with landfills taking up more space. In our case, all of the facilities we would be considering have already been constructed. 
Both landfills and incinerators are subject to design and operation requirements to protect public health and minimize environmental impacts, such as proper liners for landfills and air pollution control systems for incinerators. 
While different reports/studies may disagree about whether landfilling or incineration is preferred, generally studies agree that reducing the waste that must be disposed is the best outcome for the environment, which is the goal of coupling advanced waste processing with landfilling of the residual.
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
· How will the County address the environmental justice impacts of long hauling our trash?
In the request for proposals for long-haul services, DEP required bidders to include the locations of landfills that would be used to landfill County-generated waste. This allowed DEP to use an environmental justice screening tool to evaluate the communities surrounding the landfills. The result of this screening was used in evaluating the proposals. Additionally, the proposals were required to include a community benefits plan, including the measures the offeror would take to maximize the benefit of the contract to the community surrounding the landfill(s) and minimize any adverse impact. This was also used in evaluating the proposals. Environmental justice was included among the scoring criteria for the proposals.
As part of the information presented at the open houses, DEP included environmental justice screening information for several socioeconomic and environmental indicators. The communities surrounding the landfills anticipated to be used for long-haul were compared against the average U.S. community for each of the indicators. You can find the chart with this information in the open house slides on DEP’s website. Currently, the ash from the incinerator (about 23% by weight) is taken to a landfill in a disproportionately low-income, minority community).
· Doesthe County’s environmental justice impact analysis consider the volume of trash that will increase, since it will be more than the ash that’s currently long hauled?
The graph displayed at the open house shows the characteristics of the communities surrounding the landfills currently used to dispose of ash and the landfills projected for waste disposal under the long-haul to landfill options. These characteristics are compared to the average U.S. community to provide a sense of whether there are environmental justice concerns in that community. 
The graph does not include the tons of ash or waste to be disposed, but it is accurate that the anticipated quantity of material to be landfilled would be greater under Options 2 and 3 than under Option 1. The type of material would also be different, with Option 1 resulting in landfilling of ash and Option 2 resulting in landfilling of solid waste.  It is important to note that the ash from the incinerator (about 23% by weight) is taken to a landfill in a disproportionately low-income, minority community).


COSTS
· The cost for collection for each option are lower than what I pay now. Is that correct?
No. All options, including keeping the incinerator,involve increases in the solid waste charge over time as necessary investments to our system and inflationary increases will occur under every option.
You may notice that the solid waste charge on your bill appears higher or lower than what was presented at the open house. The reason for this is that some residents are charged additional fees for additional County-provided services they receive, based on where in the County they live. Residents in municipalities that do not receive certain County-provided services are charged less.
The solid waste charge for single-family households is actually made up of 5 charges.
· Base systems benefit charge: paid by all single-family households
· Incremental systems benefit charge: paid by all single-family households outside an incorporated municipality
· Leaf vacuuming charge: paid only by those who live in the leaf-vacuuming district and receive DOT-provided leaf vacuuming service
· Disposal fee:  paid by all single-family households outside an incorporated municipality
· Refuse collection charge: paid only by those who live in Subdistrict A and receive County-provided trash collection
For simplicity, the solid waste charges presented at the open house included only the base systems benefit charge, incremental systems benefit charge, and disposal fee. This represents a single-family household located in subdistrict B, outside of an incorporated municipality. 
For additional information on the uses of each of the charges, please see our solid waste charge website: Solid Waste Charge, DEP, Montgomery County, MD 
· Is the cost of keeping the incinerator really $365 million?
· The estimated capital expenditures needed to repair and upgrade the incinerator for long-term use are at least $356 million.  How does not pursuing Option 1 force or contribute to success and/or provide funds for Options 2 and 3? And what are the tax implications for residents for each option?
If the County chooses to stop using the incinerator, it would avoid the expenditures otherwise needed to repair and upgrade that facility. These are estimated at $31 million in the near term (FYs 27 and 28) and at least $356 million in the long term (to keep the facility operating for another ~30 years). Since the County’s solid waste system is funded entirely through solid waste charges to property owners, avoiding these costs would allow taxpayer funds to be used instead for transitioning to long-haul with composting and advanced waste processing to increase waste diversion. 
Estimated solid waste charge impacts of each option over the next 6 years are included in the slides from the open house on DEP’s website, located here: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/trash-recycling/programs/zero-waste/index.html 
· Has the County considered requiring residents to pay for their waste (by the pound per person), as an incentive to reduce their waste? How would that work?
The County is evaluating a system known as "Save As You Throw," to assess variable rate pricing for trash collection and disposal, based on the amount of waste a household sets out as trash. In Save As You Throw Programs, households pay for trash and recycling programs and services based on the amount of trash disposed. This phase of the project is focused on the operational aspects of such a program.  Additional research will be needed to determine methods to develop a fair and equitable billing system for this type of program.
· Has the County determined how much our electric utility rates would rise if we closed the incinerator and lose the power it generates? What is the impact of that?

The rate charged to customers for electricity is determined by a number of different factors which are continually changing. This includes power delivered by more than 1,400 facilities with a generating capacity of more than 180,000 MW managed by PJM Interconnection, the regional transmission organization (RTO) that manages the grid serving Maryland and all or parts of 12 other states and the District of Columbia (more about PJM can be found at https://www.pjm.com/about-pjm). It would not be possible to accurately determine the cost impact of the removal of this single facility from the electricity supply pool.  The PJM interconnection includes Virginia and their data centers, which are a huge driver of electricity costs.

· How does the cost for Option 3 compare to Option 1?

To recap, Option 3 consists of food composting, advanced waste processing, and long-haul of the remaining trash to an out-of-County landfill. Option 1 is retaining use of the incinerator. 

Option 3 would initially be less expensive than Option 1 because it allows the County to avoid near-term repair projects at the incinerator, which are planned for FYs 2027 and 2028. In later years, once the advanced waste processing facility is fully operational, the cost for Option 3 would be somewhat more expensive than Option 1. By FY 2032, for a single-family household, this would equate to approximately $14 more on the annual property tax bill for Option 3 than for Option 1. (See the Open House slides for projections for all sectors.) Additionally, the cost for a new or upgraded incinerator could be significantly higher than currently estimated.

· How much money does metal and plastic recycling generate for the County?
It’s important to note that recycling commodities are subject to frequent fluctuations. However, the average price per ton that the MRF receives for Bi-metal and tin is $230 per ton; for Aluminum $1,900 per ton; HDPE natural (plastic) $800 per ton and PET (plastic) $ 200 per ton.  

· Does the costs you have published for each option take into account the sale of recyclables?

Yes.

· How much would it cost to landfill our own waste at Site 2? How does that cost compare to the long haul options?

DEP’s consultant estimated that it would cost a total of $623 million to construct and operate the Site 2 landfill over its lifespan, or approximately $37.79 per ton of waste landfilled. 

· Is the cost of increased monitoring of the incinerator factored into Option 1?
Current monitoring is in compliance with Federal and State regulations. Increased monitoring has not been factored into Option 1. 

· When will we see the increase to the waste line item on our taxes to prepare for this transition?

The solid waste charge is included on the annual property tax bill, which is issued every year on July 1. If the County Council approves a budget that includes transition away from the incinerator, that change would be reflected beginning with the bill issued July 1, 2026 (FY 2027), and in the early years that would be a slight decrease than the status quo.

Comments
· If Site 2 could be used for ash or waste, it seems like it should be a higher priority, since it has no environmental justice impacts.

· I am concerned about the low rate of plastics being recycled. I think the County needs to do more public education about plastics, as there is a lot of misunderstanding out there. I also think the County should do more education on plastic film recycling. It’s my understanding that Trex collects plastic films from grocery stores to use in their decking materials. 

· In Rome, where all food waste must be disposed of separately, all grocery stores use compostable bags. There is a 5-cent charge for them. This also makes it easy to have bags at home to dispose of compostable material. 

· The Poolesville Beauty Spot used to allow people to leave items for others to pick up. Please consider allowing this, as well as the disposal of diesel and gas again. 

· Methane is a much more potent GHG in landfilling. It is not recovered well. Studies show CO2 is much less potent from the RRF.

· Resource recovery used to be a term for recycling, but it was co-opted from the incineration industry. Incinerators destroy materials. The modest amount of metals recovered do not justify the amount of pollutants generated. Energy recovery is not resource recovery. Incinerators destroy more embodied energy than they recover. Recycling and composting the materials burned there would save 3-5 times more energy than burning them and having to recreate them.

· This is not the zero waste hierarchy (referring to the slide). The zero waste hierarchy is in the County’s Zero Waste Plan and clearly states that incineration is unacceptable and that landfilling is the backstop. See www.zwia.org/zwh for the real zero waste hierarchy. 

· I recently learned that PG County has curbside household food compost pickup. Howard County also does. Montgomery County is far behind two neighboring counties.

· Thank you for making the "Aiming For Zero Waste" presentation available online as I was unable to attend any of the live presentations.  I noted that the slides did not appear to account for the environmental impacts of fuel burned in pick-up, drop-off, and transporting waste materials for any of the presented waste disposal options.  IMHO these should be included in the calculations of each option's environmental impacts.  E.g., options including long-haul waste transport may have far greater environmental impacts than presented.

· Our neighborhood finds it very unfair that the streets near us just rake leaves to the curb and county picks them up for a fee under $100. We have to pay $700 for a landscaper to pick up our leaves. We do not have a large lot. When we asked why our neighborhood could not be added to the leaf/curb pick up our HOA was told the leaf/curb pick up was set over 40 years ago and some neighborhoods said no AND also the county decided 30-40 years ago not to extend the leaf/curb boundaries. It is unfair as we get older that we have to pay huge fees for a service Montgomery County provides to others at a nominal fee.
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