


ready to part from and within hours, these items are picked up by others
who want them. People also post SO (In Search of...) ads and are often
lucky to find what they are looking for within their community.

It all started when two friends, Rebecca Rockefeller and Liesl Clark, living
on an island in the Pacific Northwest discovered that much of the
beachscape around them was spoiled by a daily influx of disposed plastic
items, plastics of every shape, color and size. They gquickly learned that
those plastics come from us, from our homes, our cars, our backyards and
our warkplaces. And so, a rallying cry against excess stuff was bom.

Inspired by the ancient practice of gift economies, where neighbors share
and pool resources, a community-building social movement emerged. The
idea was to stave off pervasive plastics in every ecosystem on Earth by
encouraging each of us to buy less and share more. While the creators
were alarmed with the plastics that wash into the beaches and oceans
around the world, this project is all about reducing trash of any type and
repurposing or recycling anything that can be salvaged or reused.

The first Facebook Buy Nothing Project group was launched in a small
town in the Puget Sound islands off the coast of Seattle in 2013. The
founders never expected it to become a viral sensation with millions of
enthusiastic participants in many countries. Today there are 128 000
communities around the world with more than 7.5 million members and
counting. Maryland is a home for more than 120 Buy Nothing
communities. On their website, the Buy MNothing ethos reads “We exist to
build resilient communities where our true wealth is the connections
forged between neighbors.”






Unfortunately, volunteers and their dedication sometimes go unnoticed,
but their involvement and commitment are priceless and instrumental to
ensuring property values are maintained and that community harmony
remains a key ingredient to community association living. If you have a
desire to make a difference or would like to contribute to the success of
your community, please consider a volunteer position with your
community.

A huge Thank You to all Board and committee members for your

continued partnership in making Montgomery County, MD a desirable
place to live and raise families.

Annual Registration of Common
Ownership Communities

f'-‘f% As you may already be aware, the county code,
chapter 10B requires that common ownership

= REGISTERED? communities be registered with the County's
%&m Department of Housing & Community Affairs on
an annual basis. [he office of Licensing_and
Registration has mailed out renewal notices for compliance. If you have
not submitted your renewal gpiratiommand the associated fees, please do
so immediately. Below is some important information you will need to
provide.

.., ISYOUR
COMMUNITY

* Community Information
* Contact Information
* Structure Type Information

* Board President Signature


https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/licensing/renew.html#coc
https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/Resources/Files/finance/licensing/forms/coc_registration_application.pdf




Mandatory Board Training
In July 2023, EMENCMENts 10 e County toaz

Eﬁﬂ'ﬂ s continue to require all Board of Directors for
TRAINING ’ commaon ownership communities to
successfully complete the Commission's Board

Training pragram, also known as Community

Governance Fundamentals. The new provision
requires Board members to recertify every three (3) years. Therefore, if
you have not completed the training after July 3, 2020, you are required to
fulfill this requirement. Information on the free training program and

gcheduteamay be found on the website or @

COC Links and Shortcuts
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(montgomerycountymd.gov)- General information and resources for
common ownership communities and homeowners.

L OmMmon = Lommunity eovernance FUNagamentals  [FEININg Eroqram ||

DHCA (montgomerycountymd.gov)- Mandatory training on Community
Governance Fundamentals.

(montgomerycountymd.gov) — Mandatory annual registration of common
ownership communities.

Calendar | DHCA (montgomerycountymd.gov | — Calendar of Events.

[Lommon > Community Information | DHUA (monigomerycountymd.gov ] —
FAQ's



https://www2.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgportalapps/Announcement_Detail.aspx?Item_ID=219
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dhca/calendar.html#/?i=2
https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/commonownership/community_governance_fundamentals.html
https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/commonownership/index.html
https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/commonownership/community_governance_fundamentals.html
https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/commonownership/registration_of_cocs.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dhca/calendar.html#/?i=2
https://montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/commonownership/community_information.html






