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EAST COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD (ECCAB) 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026 Meeting Summary


Attendees: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk152930021]Board Members: Fisseha Adugna, Radwan Chowdhury, Sheala Durant, BJ Dawkins, Ken Flemmer, Metassebia Kefelegn, Peter Myo-Khin, Len Newman, Mark Pharaoh, Kimberly Price-Evans, Calandra Tate Moore, Susan Price, Porsche Vanderhorst, and Dan Wilhelm. Board Members Absent: George Brown, LaTonya Brooks, Elizabeth Kelley and Tina Oyeniya.
· Regional Office Staff: Jewru Bandeh, Cicero Salles, and Ayanna King.
· [bookmark: _Hlk218798784]Guests: Lt. Rebecca Innocenta, Chris Howe-Smith, Ana Martinez, Joseph Gelula, Erik Copeland, Ken Jones, and Ed Weiler.  
Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by chair Radwan Chowdhury. Everyone introduced themselves. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163394368][bookmark: _Hlk158389403]Approval of Meeting Minutes: The summary for the January 7, 2025, meeting was approved.

Montgomery County Police Department Update: Lt. Rebecca Innocenta, District 3, indicated the following:
· A threat had been received at Blair HS, which resulted in the evacuation of the school. After a search, they concluded it was a hoax. 
· A non-contact shooting occurred last week.
· A woman was fatally hit by two cars on Broadbirch Dr. Both drivers left the scene, with one having been identified so far. 
· Theft from autos continues to be an issue. 
Ed Weiler asked when the next community meeting with the District 3 Commander will be. She said it will be on Feb. 18 via Zoom. She will get the Zoom information to Jewru so he can share it with the community.  
Presentation
Dr. James Bridgers, Director of the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services, discussed Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Montgomery County is unlike other counties in that all health and human services are provided by a single department in an integrated manner, rather than spread across multiple departments. 
The percentage of those enrolled in Medicaid varies by age:
	Age
	Maryland
	Montgomery County

	0-20
	48%
	51%

	20-64
	45%
	39%

	65+
	7%
	10%


SNAP was previously known as food stamps. The federal program is tightening the requirements for those receiving the benefit. The work requirement now applies to those aged 18-64, rather than the previous age of 18-54. The requirement is to work or be in training for at least 80 hours per month and applies to Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWD). Failure to apply within 3 years will result in the person becoming ineligible for a period of time.  Also, permanent residents (green card holders), Cubans, Haitians, and Freely Associated State people are no longer eligible. The new federal requirements are expressed as general statements, without definitions or criteria for applying them. 
Dr. Bridgers indicated that when his department cannot provide needed services, they try to refer people to providers who can. 
ECCAB Committee Reports:
Peter Myo-Khin addressed the following:
· The Board’s recommended items for the operating budget were sent to the County Executive for him to consider in developing his proposal, which will then be submitted to the council on March 13.
· There was a discussion about a request by Verizon Wireless to obtain approval from the Board of Appeals to install a cellular tower at the data center off of US29 between Fairland Rd and Musgrove Rd. This request had been denied twice in part because of opposition from a neighbor. It was decided that it was too late in the process to get involved. 
· He asked Dan Wilhelm to talk about proposed state legislation bills HB239/SB36. These bills, if enacted as presently written, would eliminate zoning for single-family detached housing in the county, since the zoning could no longer require that a minimum lot size that exceed 5000 sq ft. It would also strip the county of the authority to establish set-backs above a small distance and lot coverage. An existing property owner (or contract purchaser) could convert his lot into three by right (i.e., no public hearing or review by the Planning Staff/Board). The council is considering state legislation on Feb. 9, including these bills. The house is holding a hearing Feb. 12 and senate on Feb. 17. Because of the short timeframe, individuals or civic groups will need to respond.
· The Board voted to have a joint committee meeting next Monday, February 9, to discuss revitalization of White Oak Lockwood Drive Commercial/Transit Area and an update on transportation projects in the Eastern Region of the County.  SHA and DOT are scheduled to attend. 

County Reports:
Jewru Bandeh reported on the following:
· Two council committees on January 28 recommended approval of the Viva White Oak Tax Increment Financing (TIF) proposal to set the maximum bond limit at $420M. After approval of that limit by the full council, scheduled for February 24, the next step is to consider the amount allowed in the first draw. That action is expected to occur in the fall. 
· There was a discussion about the ongoing problems to remove snow and ice from roads and sidewalks. Jewru and 311 are collecting location input from residents as it relates to children attending school safely. 
· There have been problems with the loss of heat in some multifamily housing, especially the Enclave. Jewru has spent a lot of time recently addressing this problem.
· There will be a job fair on Wednesday February 11, with focus on healthcare and resources for individuals affected by the recent federal/contractor layoffs.
· “Taste of Burtonsville” will be April 25, 11:00-2:00 at the Praisner Rec Center.
Joseph Gelula indicated the council is considering a zoning text amendment concerning data centers. 
Chris Howe indicated the TE Committee is having an presentation concerning the cost trends of energy on Feb 5.
Erik Copeland, Recreation Department, announced the following events:
· Line Dancing class on Feb 20. White Oak CRC
· Beast of the east Basketball Tournament, April 10-May 15, Friday’s 5-9 PM, White Oak CRC
· Adult Zumba class on Tuesday’s, 6:30-7:30, East County CRC
The meeting adjourned at 8:51.
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