
 

Commission on People with Disabilities  
Wednesday, September 11, 2024 

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  
Karen Morgret, Acting Chair 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88956781408 

 

September is National Service Dog Month  
 

If you want to call into the meeting, call 301-715-8592, use Meeting ID 889 5678 1408 followed by #.  
Those calling into the meeting can press *6 to mute and unmute their phone.  
If an attendee would like to speak during the meeting, they must use the “hand raise” function.  
If connecting via a smart phone, tablet or computer, please click on the Zoom link to be able to access all 
functions, including raising your hand. If you are calling by phone, press *9 to raise your hand.  
 
6:00 Call to Order & Approval of June 2024 Meeting Minutes - Karen Morgret, Acting Chair 
  
6:10 Design for Life Update – Gail M. Lucas, Division Chief, Customer Support and Outreach, Department 

of Permitting Services, Montgomery County Government 
 

6:30 CPWD Establishment of FY26 Operating Budget Priorities (see last year’s testimony/attachment) – 
Karen Morgret   

 
7:00 Chair Updates 
 
7:05  Presentation of Slate of Officers/Election – Karen Morgret and Sam Korper 
  
7:10 Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Commission (IDDC) – John Whittle, Commissioner and 

Liaison to IDDC 
 
7:15  Updates – Ex-Officio Members 
 
7:20  Updates – Commission Members 
  
7:25 Community Speaks – Public invited to make comments, 2-minute limit, time permitting. For profit 

companies who want to speak should contact the Commission in advance. Public participants generally 
are not invited to speak during presentations and time is set aside at the end of the meeting to allow the 
public to speak. This policy will be strictly enforced moving forward. 

 
7:30 Adjourn 
 
Welcome to New Members - Mary Simons, Nina Russell, Chris Sinsheimer, Leslie Green Lyles, Rebecca 
Murphy, Deborah Rozell, Christian Navarro. Parent of a Person with a Disability - Jamila Michael-Sobratti, 
Shameen Anthanio-Williams. Agency Representative - Azeb Adereo, Felicia Brannon, Jennifer Berzok,  
Dr. Tia Gray 
 
ADA Reasonable Accommodations: Sign language interpreter services and other auxiliary aids or services 
will be provided upon request with as much advance notice as possible, preferably at least five (5) full business 
days before the meeting.  To request any reasonable accommodation to participate in the meeting, please 
contact Carly Clem in advance at carly.clem@montgomerycountymd.gov or call 202-853-1109. In all situations, 
a good faith effort will be made to provide accommodations. For any additional questions or concerns, please 
contact Betsy Luecking, Staff Liaison at betsy.luecking@montgomerycountymd.gov or please call 240-418-
4865, MD Relay 711.   

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88956781408
mailto:carly.clem@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:betsy.luecking@montgomerycountymd.gov


 
 

Commission on People with Disabilities  
Montgomery County Council 

FY25 Operating Budget Priorities for April 9, 2024 
Karen Morgret, Acting Chair  

 
The Commission on People with Disabilities (CPWD) supports the County Executive’s allocation of 
$800,000 to reduce long-standing waitlists and increase capacity in programs serving vulnerable 
populations, older adults, and individuals with disabilities. The CE Recommended budget increases capacity 
for the following programs, each of which have over 150 waitlisted individuals: Adult Protective Services 
case management ($197,000); Home Care Services ($161,000); and Coordination of Community Services 
for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities ($63,000).  
 
The Medicaid Community First Choice Nurse Monitoring program budget increases by $180,000 and is 
fully offset by revenue. Almost $200,000 is allocated to continue services that were previously made 
possible with federal funds, including Senior Lunch site at the Silver Spring Recreation and Aquatic Center 
($148,000) and prenatal engagement initiatives for vulnerable populations ($50,000). 
 
Enhances supplemental funding for reimbursements to critical providers, including $697,000 for a 3% 
increase to the Developmental Disability Provider Supplement and the Adult Medical Day Care Provider 
Supplement. This budget also includes $112,000 to increase respite care provider reimbursement rates by $2 
per hour on average. 
 
The CPWD supports full funding of the Developmental Disability Supplement. The current budget includes 
a 3% increase for the supplement, and the request from InterACC/DD was 4.5% which the Commission 
supports. The full request includes an increase for the cost-of-living increase that is projected, is critical for 
program expansion, transitioning youth and waiting list placements which are anticipated to grow as the 
state of Maryland implements the “End the Wait” initiative. Currently nearly 4,000 people are supported 
each year and this number is expected to grow. The number of Direct Support Professional (DSP) hours 
have increased 4% to 6 million.  Provider agencies continue to invest in recruitment and retention of talent. 
This continues to be a huge challenge. Wages in Montgomery County are the highest in the state and talent 
is often sought for by other employers in the area offering wages higher than nonprofits that support 
individuals with disabilities to live, participate, work in the community and live full lives can offer 
employees.    

 
The Council created the IDD Commission last year on the recommendation of the CPWD.  The 
Commission would like to thank the Council for quick action to crate this new commission.  The enabling 
legislation gave this Commission the authority to advise the State Developmental Disability Administration 
and other State agencies as appropriate. The Council approved a part-time staff person to support the work 
of this group and the enabling legislation included the number of meetings required to be held per year. The 
CPWD requests that the Council consider making the position full-time, if needed to support the work of 
this group. 

 
We strongly support the Pedestrian Safety Program items totaling $4,996,000 listed in the Vision Zero Budget. 
We recommend that the County prioritize pedestrian safety over all other MCDOT projects (such as installation of 
bicycle lanes and floating bus stops). Sidewalk installation should be a top priority in all parts of the County with 
an emphasis on pedestrian safety above all modes of transportation on all MCDOT projects. This emphasis 
must begin especially on roads leading to schools where there is no bus service and must continue until all roads in 
the County are safe for all pedestrians. This will require the County to take legislative action to make sidewalks 
mandatory, preventing homeowners from blocking sidewalk installation. In most neighborhoods, the lack of 
sidewalks forces pedestrians, including children, to walk in the street amongst car traffic and this is an intolerable 



situation. The County needs to immediately address the number of severe pedestrian injuries since they are higher 
than bicycle accident injuries. The Commission will continue to monitor the County’s Transportation Services 
Improvement Fund (TSIF).  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment.  Your consideration of the CPWD comments is greatly 
appreciated.  

 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		CPWDSept2024Agenda.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
