Montgomery County’s Priorities for the 2018 Session
Education


PreK-12 Public Education. Obtaining full operating funding to support our public
schools, including retention of the State payment for teacher retirement, remains a critical
priority. As the Kirwan Commission concludes its work for the 2017 Interim, we hope to
work closely with our Delegation to support any proposals to help achieve adequate and
equitable funding for the County’s very large and diverse school system. Although the
Commission has announced that it will defer recommendations on most school finance
issues until the 2018 Interim, State investment in the expansion of accessible
prekindergarten services is widely acknowledged to be an essential step for achieving
academic success for all students. The County seeks the Delegation’s support for an
equitable increase in State funding for prekindergarten services that adequately addresses
school facility capacity issues and the importance of partnering with community-based
programs as appropriate.



Public School Construction. Enrollment in our public schools grew again this year by
nearly 3,000 students to 162,000 students. Our school system is fast approaching the size
of Fairfax County’s – the 10th largest in the country. Trying to accommodate this type
of growth each year continues to be one of the County’s most vexing challenges. The
Knott Commission will transmit its recommendations before the 2018 Session
convenes. On the list will be process improvements that should create greater flexibility
to manage school construction programs, hopefully allowing local and State dollars to go
further. We urge the Delegation to support these measures. We also urge the Delegation
to capitalize on all opportunities to increase the level of State funding for construction of
public schools, including mandating the additional capital funding that was provided last
year to school systems with extreme enrollment growth.



Higher Education. After demonstrating its commitment to the expansion of
Universities at Shady Grove (USG) by providing $20 million for the construction of a
new parking garage, the County urges Delegation support for USG’s request for State
funds to support academic program development at the campus. These programs will
enhance academic/industry partnerships that are critical to creating opportunities for
research, entrepreneurship, innovation and company creation – all catalysts for a robust,
economic development eco-system in the County and State.
Funding for these USG programs will also enhance the current Montgomery College
(MC) to USG connection, which allows a student to earn an associate’s degree at MC and
transfer credits to a Maryland university program at USG to complete a bachelor’s

degree. The collaborative relationship that exists between MC and USG is critical to the
success of both institutions and workforce development efforts in the County. The
County asks the Delegation to explore opportunities to: (1) expedite the phase-in of
increased funding for community colleges under the Cade formula; and (2) continue the
supplemental grant that was funded in fiscal year 2018 to support community colleges
that keep tuition increases at or below two percent.
Transportation


Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). Restoring WMATA’s
safety and service reliability are essential for rebuilding public trust in the system that
serves as an economic driver for the County and the region. WMATA has identified
the level of capital investment needed to achieve a State of Good Repair within 10
years. As with all WMATA funding, the total amount provided is based on the
individual contributions of the compact jurisdictions and the Federal Government. As
a top priority, we urge the Delegation to identify a dedicated funding source to help
secure the future of Metrorail and Metrobus as critical components of the County’s
transportation system without compromising funding for locally operated transit.
In 2015, the WMATA Board approved elimination of all Red Line turnbacks at
Grosvenor-Strathmore Metrorail Station by July 1, 2018. Recently, the General
Manager raised concerns over meeting this deadline and we urge the Delegation to
require WMATA to continue with the planned elimination of turnbacks.
Montgomery County has experienced three SafeTrack projects that created significant
customer hardship. While major service disruptions appear to be behind us, we
should expect that closures due to track maintenance will continue to occur on the
Red Line. We urge our Delegation to press WMATA to guarantee both proper
notification of service disruptions and adequate efforts to mitigate the negative effects
of rail closures.



Improving Safety. In partnership with the Maryland State Highway Administration,
Montgomery County continues to work on improving transportation safety, particularly
for pedestrians and bicyclists. Our two-year Vision Zero Action Plan recognizes our
commitment to reducing severe and fatal collisions by 35 percent on County roads by
2019. The plan identifies 41 action items built around five key action areas: (1)
Engineering; (2) Enforcement; (3) Education and Training; (4) Traffic Incident
Management; and (5) Law, Policy and Advocacy.
Because 53 percent of severe and fatal collisions within the County occurred on State
roadways, six of the eight engineering related action items call for collaboration with the
State. Additionally, action items identified in the Law, Policy and Advocacy area seek to
improve the way traffic safety is managed in the County by changing State and local
laws and policies that are not aligned with Vision Zero. The County will need
Delegation support as State-level changes are identified.
Finally, building upon the success of the County’s Pedestrian Safety Initiative, we
request the Delegation’s support for additional State funding for sidewalks on State roads
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in and around activity centers and for projects in Bicycle and Pedestrian Priority Areas
(BiPPAs).


Transit Operating Funding. To fully establish parity between transit systems in the
Washington and Baltimore regions, we urge the Delegation to pursue opportunities to
fully fund the operating deficit subsidy for the locally operated Washington region bus
systems - - Ride On in Montgomery County and TheBus in Prince George’s County.
Legislation introduced last year would have accomplished this goal through various
modifications to State law, including repealing a provision that allows State funding to be
discretionary.



Capital Funding. Governor Hogan recently proposed a privately-financed network of
express toll lanes on I-495 and I-270. Much more information on this proposal is needed
for the County to understand the benefits and impacts. As the proposal is refined over
the next 18 months, we urge the Delegation to ensure that public funding for
transportation in the County is not replaced by the Governor’s plan for private financing
of these projects. To the extent private investment meets the needs for I-495 and I-270,
we request that the Delegation encourage the Administration to direct investment of
public funds previously associated with these corridors into the transportation priorities
documented in Montgomery County’s 2017 letter (attached).
Improving the performance of I-270 and I-495 for motor vehicle traffic is important, but
should not be the sole achievement of transportation investment at this historically
significant scale. We ask our Delegation to encourage the Maryland Department of
Transportation (MDOT) to ensure that the I-270 Traffic Relief Plan provides for
expanded transit options like the Corridor Cities Transitway and MD 355 Bus Rapid
Transit, both of which run parallel to I-270. We also ask the Delegation to
request MDOT to include provisions that continue to encourage High Occupancy Vehicle
use on I-270. When coupled with transit investment, the I-270 Traffic Relief Plan can
achieve its stated goals while also supporting the County’s need for improved transit
options and increased alternatives to single occupancy vehicles. Both are critical to
ensure the functioning of the local road network serving our activity centers and reduce
the environmental impacts of our transportation system. Similar models for Express Toll
Lane implementation have been followed in Virginia on I-95, I-495 and I-66.

Housing


Increasing Availability of Affordable Housing. Increasing the number of affordable
housing units in the County is a key priority. The Montgomery County Rental Housing
Study that was released in June of this year included findings and recommendations
arising out of a two-year comprehensive study that analyzed barriers and issues related to
affordable rental units. The report revealed a sharp disparity between supply and demand
at various price points. While many of the report’s recommendations would require
changes at the local level, others would require action at the State level. These include
recommendations for the State to: (1) create a special “set aside” allocation of the federal
Low Income Housing Tax Credit for the Maryland suburbs in the Metropolitan
Washington area (similar to the Virginia suburbs); and (2) provide financial support for
3

the County’s Housing Initiative Fund. The County is in the process of determining how
to best prioritize and implement the report’s recommendations and will seek support as
necessary from the Delegation.
Environment


Solar Energy – Net Metering. As a part of the County’s aggressive push to decrease the
negative environmental impacts of government operations, the County has installed 15
solar energy projects on County-owned land and buildings and is exploring a variety of
additional opportunities. The County finances its solar projects primarily by using power
purchase agreements that: (1) allow private entities to install generating systems on
County-owned property; and (2) require that these entities to sell the resulting energy to
the County at a rate that is lower than electric utility rates. The County relies on State
law governing net metering, which allows the County to pay an electric utility supplier
only for the “net” energy used by the County (i.e., the amount of energy consumed by the
County minus the amount of energy generated by the County). Current law allows the
County to receive the benefits of net metering only if the solar energy system’s capacity
is two megawatts (MW) or less. To enhance the economic viability of solar projects, the
County seeks to amend State law to increase the system capacity cap. This would allow
the County to build larger capacity projects and generate more solar energy at a lower
cost to support County government operations and possibly community solar projects.

Economic Development


Make Office Vacancies Extinct (MOVE) program. Legislation enacted in 2017 created
a State grant program modelled after the County’s MOVE program to encourage the
location of new businesses and reduce office space vacancies in the State. To be eligible
for State funds, counties must offer comparable incentives to these businesses. Funding
for the State program is subject to appropriation. If the Governor includes funds in his
budget request, we ask the Delegation to make sure the funds are appropriated; if not, we
ask the Delegation to work with their budget committee colleagues to identify other
means by which the funding goals of MOVE can be met.



Businesses Impacted by Purple Line Construction. When a major State infrastructure
project results in the displacement of a business, the State has existing programs that
provide them with financial assistance. However, there is no existing State program that
offers similar assistance to businesses that are not displaced but do suffer financially
from loss of business activity during the preparation and construction phases of
projects. A number of small businesses located near the Purple Line alignment fall into
this category and may need financial assistance to mitigate the impacts of lost revenue
while the Purple Line is being built. The County requests the Delegation to support State
initiatives that are under development to meet this need.

Victims’ Rights


Rape Survivor Family Protection Act
There is currently no legal mechanism in Maryland for a victim who bears a child as a
result of a rape or sexual assault to terminate the parental rights of an attacker. The
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County urges the Delegation to support passage of the Rape Survivor Family Protection
Act, which will add Maryland to a growing list of states (currently 24) that allow a victim
to terminate the parental rights of an assailant if a court finds by clear and convincing
evidence that the rape or assault occurred and resulted in the conception of a child.
Public Safety


Body Cameras. Sensible guidance is needed to clarify how body worn camera footage is
treated under the Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA). The MPIA was originally
intended to apply mostly to paper documents and only recently updated to better handle
electronic records. However, as law enforcement agencies move forward with
implementing body worn camera programs, the MPIA still does not address the practical,
technical and privacy challenges facing these agencies from potential requests for
hundreds of hours of accumulated video, all of which must be subjected to attorney
review as well as time intensive and tedious technical redaction where appropriate. The
County asks the Delegation to support an initiative of the Maryland Association of
Counties (MACo) that strikes a reasonable balance between providing proper access to
body worn camera recordings for affected and involved persons while preventing
overbroad, abusive or invasive requests.



Advancing Next-Generation 9-1-1 in Maryland. Marylanders demand and expect 9-1-1
emergency service to be reliable and efficient. Next-Generation (Enhanced 9-1-1)
technology is required to keep up with this critical and increasingly complex public
safety function by improving wireless caller location, accommodating incoming
text/video to 9-1-1 and managing crisis-driven call overflows. We request that our
Delegation support efforts to move toward Next Generation 9-1-1, including updating
and improving the delivery of these essential services across the State. This is also a
legislative priority of MACo.



Developing and Implementing Community Relations Programs. Maryland law
enforcement agencies must continue to focus on best practice recommendations that
refine and improve effective community policing and community relations programs.
These outreach efforts are vital for law enforcement agencies to build trust with residents
and communities, contribute to safer neighborhoods and ultimately meet the mandate of
reducing crime. Effective programs require a commitment of resources including
staffing, training, research and equipment. We request the Delegation’s support for
legislative initiatives that further the policy goals of best practices in this area.



Supporting Training Programs for Police Officers. Our communities expect police
officers to be responsive to the people that they serve and protect. The job of a police
officer is multi-faceted and varies on an hour-to-hour basis. Proper training is vital for
law enforcement agencies to effectively keep up with requirements generated by evolving
standards and best practices, technology improvements and community expectations.
Continuous, effective training is required in areas such as community building, use of
force/de-escalation and police response to persons with mental illnesses. Meeting this
need requires a commitment of resources, including staffing, facilities, research and
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equipment. We urge our Delegation to support initiatives that provide adequate funding
to assist agencies in developing and implementing improved police training programs.


Addressing Gang Violence. Gang-related crime and violence in the County has been
blamed for 18 homicides over two years. Prevention, intervention and suppression
strategies, including the availability of afterschool recreational activities for at-risk youth,
social and mental health outreach programs in affected neighborhoods and enhanced law
enforcement, are all being pursued by the County to address gang activity. According to
the State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, bringing violent gang-related criminals to
justice often remains elusive because of Maryland’s ineffective Gang Activity
Participation statute. Few gang-related cases have been successfully prosecuted in
Montgomery County during the past 10 years. We request that the Delegation consider
anticipated legislative initiatives to fairly address the concerns of Maryland State’s
Attorneys – and also support State funding for prevention programs for at-risk youth and
families.

Core Government Functions


Local Decision Making Authority. Montgomery County continually exercises its broad
home rule authority to address matters of importance to our community that are not
addressed, or are addressed differently, at the State level. The General Assembly
considers legislative proposals each year that seek to preempt local authority in various
areas. Issues of particular relevance in recent years include sick and safe leave, minimum
wage and pesticides. Other issues are on the horizon for the 2018 Session, including
legislation to preempt local governments from establishing standards for the siting of
small antennas (“small cells”) that are used to deploy fifth generation (5G) wireless
broadband technology. The County asks the Delegation to oppose any legislation that
seeks to preempt the County’s authority to enact laws and implement programs that best
serve the interests of our residents and businesses.



Maryland Public Information Act. In the past year, the County has received an
increasing number of MPIA requests for “bulk lists” of email addresses and telephone
numbers collected by County government, including requests for information provided
by individuals when subscribing to newsletters or public safety alert systems (e.g.,
weather, school closings and active shooters). The County is concerned that the MPIA
generally requires disclosure of this information. People who provide email addresses
and telephone numbers to County government do not expect that this information will be
shared with others and disclosure of this information increases their vulnerability to
cybersecurity threats. Most of the requests received by the County sought email
addresses and telephone numbers in electronic format, which is especially concerning
because this format facilitates loading of the requested records into programs used by
spammers and cyber thieves. In addition to cybersecurity risks, the County is concerned
that the MPIA’s disclosure requirement may have a negative impact on public safety and
civic engagement to the extent that it discourages people from signing up to receive
information about matters relating to emergency events, programs and services, policy
issues, etc. The County asks that the Delegation support a MACo initiative that would
amend the MPIA to better reflect the appropriate role of government in this area by
creating an exemption for bulk lists of email addresses and telephone numbers.
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Other Capital Projects


Avery Road Treatment Center (ARTC) - $1,128,000
The County anticipates the inclusion of these funds in the Governor’s fiscal year 2019
capital budget request as the last installment of a multiyear State commitment to help
support the costs of replacing this facility. The ARTC provides residential substance
abuse treatment for low-income County residents. The total cost of the 60-bed project is
estimated at $12.4 million.



Poolesville Economic Development Project - $4,000,000
The Montgomery County Revenue Authority is requesting a fiscal year 2019 State capital
grant to help support the costs of utilizing excess land at the Poolesville Golf Course
property, located in the Agricultural Reserve, to develop a custom crush facility, a tasting
facility and winery incubator. The State grant will leverage County and Town of
Poolesville funds. This is an innovative project that will support a more competitive
wine industry Statewide, including: (1) workforce development and research through
partnerships with the State’s public higher education institutions; (2) next generation
agriculture with diversified opportunities for farmers; (3) agri-tourism that attracts
entrepreneurs and investors to the Agricultural Reserve. All of these activities help to
preserve open space and foster a healthy agricultural ecosystem. The Delegation secured
a $1 million down payment for this project last year.



Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) -- At least $52,000,000 from a
combination of the Statewide program and the Targeted Supplemental Grant program
MCPS is requesting $115 million this year from the State to support its public school
construction program. While the request is justified given the size of the State program,
we are requesting a minimum of $52 million in fiscal year 2019 State capital funding to
move a limited program forward.



Montgomery County Libraries -- $1,034,000
The County is requesting fiscal year 2019 State capital funding to construct the Wheaton
Library and Community Recreation Center ($448,000) and renovate the Potomac Library
($250,000) and the Damascus Library ($336,000).



Montgomery College -- $16,484,000
The County is supporting Montgomery College’s fiscal year 2019 State capital request
for projects at two campuses.
Rockville Campus, Student Services Center construction and equipping - $14,743,000
Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus, design of the Math/Science building - $1,741,000
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Universities at Shady Grove -- $23,114,000
The County anticipates the inclusion of these funds in the Governor’s fiscal year 2019
capital budget request to complete construction and equipping of Building IV. The
development at USG is important to the County’s economic development strategy. For
that reason, the County has also made significant financial investments in this State
higher education institution, including paying for the new parking garage to allow the
campus to expand.



Montgomery County Pre-Release Center Dietary Facilities -- $1,618,000



The County anticipates the inclusion of these funds in the Governor’s fiscal year 2019
capital budget request. This will complete the State’s obligation to match County funds
for the $7 million renovation of the Center’s kitchen and dining areas.
.
Olney Theatre Center for the Arts - $2,000,000
The County is supporting Olney Theatre’s request for a $2 million State grant in fiscal
year 2019. This would be the first installment of a multiyear State request to help
support the costs of the Theatre’s $25 million capital improvement project to develop
community amenities at the location, including: (1) a multi-purpose Community Center;
(2) an Education Center; and (3) outdoor public spaces. The State’s initial $2 million
grant would match a private donation in the same amount.
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