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ARTICLE 6. AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE. 

Sec. 2B-21. Agricultural Advisory Committee. 

(a) Definition. In this Section, “Committee” means the Agricultural Advisory Committee. 

(b) Established. The Executive must appoint, subject to confirmation by the Council, an 
Agricultural Advisory Committee. 

(c) Composition; Term. 

(1) The Committee has 15 voting members. 

(2) The Executive should appoint: 

(A) 12 members to a 3-year term who are bona fide farmers who represent the total farm 
community and reflect a variety of farm sizes, geographical locations and agricultural 
projects, at least 3 of whom must be owner-operators of commercial farm land earning 
50% or more of their income from farming, and including: 

(i) 1 farm economist; and 

(ii) 1 conservationist; and 

(B) 3 members who have no significant direct financial interest in farming, to a 1-year 
term to represent broad non-farm County interests. These members may be appointed to 
successive terms. 

(3) The Committee may designate ex-officio members as necessary. 

(4) If a member is appointed to fill a vacancy before a term expires, the successor serves 
the rest of the unexpired term. 

(d) Officers, meetings, and compensation. 

(1) The Committee must elect a chair and vice-chair from among its members. 

(2) The Committee meets at the call of the Chair. The Committee must meet as often as 
necessary to perform its duties, but not less than 10 times each year. 
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(3) A member serves without compensation. However, a member may request 
reimbursement for mileage and dependent care costs at rates established by the County. 

(e) Duties. 

(1) The Committee must: 

(A) advise the Executive and Council on all matters affecting agriculture in the County; 

(B) bring matters of particular importance to the attention of the Executive and Council; 
and 

(C) comment on matters referred to it by the Executive and Council. 

(f) Annual Report. By January 30 of each year, the Committee must submit to the 
Executive and Council an annual report that: 

(1) outlines the activities undertaken the previous calendar year; 

(2) identifies problems affecting agriculture in the County; and 

(3) make recommendations for government programs that may be necessary to maintain a 
healthy agricultural economy in the County. 

(g) Advocacy. The Committee must not engage in any advocacy activity at the State or 
federal levels unless that activity is approved by the Office fo Intergovernmental 
Relations. 

(h) Staff. The Chief Administrative Officer must provide appropriate staff to the 
Committee. (2009 L.M.C., ch. 26, § 1; 2010 L.M.C., ch. 49, § 1.) 

Editor’s note—2009 L.M.C., ch. 26, § 2, states: Transition. Section 2B-21, as added by 
Sec. 1 of this Act, establishes an Agricultural Advisory Committee. This Committee 
continues the Agricultural Advisory Committee created under Council Resolution 7-1138 
and restructured under Council Resolution 8-705. The County Executive may reappoint, 
subject to Council confirmation, the members of the Agricultural Advisory Committee. 
The Executive should continue to stagger the terms of the members of the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee so that approximately one-third of the terms continue to expire each 
year.  
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Listing of 2014 Projects and Accomplishments for the 
Agricultural Advisory Committee 

 
1. Submitted recommendations to the County Executive for new appointments 
(Farmer & non-farmer members) for 2014. 
 
2. Provided recommendations to the County Council on the Zoning Rewrite ZTA 13-04 
to address the needs for farmers including accessory uses to farming and standards in 
agricultural zones. 
 
3. Participated in the March 4, 2014 County Council work session for the Final Report of 
Farming At Metro’s Edge Conference.  The report recommended several ways to 
improve technical assistance to the agricultural community.  
 
4. Organized a Public Workshop April 29, 2014 on expanded use of High Tunnels in 
cooperation with the USDA Agricultural Research Service ARS and the University of 
MD-Extension. 
 
5. Participated in recruiting farmers members to the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee.   
 
6. Provided technical assistance to new farmer project participants.   
 
7. Promoted the Farmland Preservation Easement Purchase Period February-April 1, 
2014.  The BLT Base Value price is $222,000 and the Maximum BLT price is $254,000.   
 
8. Coordinated with the State Highway Administration on the Ag Tourism Signage Pilot 
program.   
 
9. Promoted the Agricultural Tire Recycling Program offered by the Maryland Farm 
Bureau.   
 
10. Coordinated with the County Council and T&E Committee on recommendations from 
the FAME Conference Final Report improving technical assistance to farmers.  Met with 
Council Member Roger Berliner, Chair of the T&E Committee-Allocation of Water 
Quality Protection Charge Funds to the MSCD for staff and programs. 
 
11.  Sponsored the May 7, 2014 Meet Your Ag Producer for the Montgomery Food 
Policy Council.  
 
12. Promoted the 25th Annual Farm Tour and Harvest Sale July 26-27, 2014 with 17 
participating farms. 
 
13. Conducted a Deer Damage Survey for the agricultural community to assess the extent 
of crop loss from white-tailed deer. 
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14. Hosted extensive discussions on Pesticide legislation that would prohibit non-
essential pesticides in the County and exemptions for pesticides used for agriculture. 
 
15. Provided recommendations on Bill 35-14 Discharge of Bows-Amendments to reduce 
the safety distance from 150 yards to 100 yards.   
 
16. Participated in the Annual Agricultural Fair with displays set-up from DED 
Agricultural Services and Soil Conservation District-August 11-16, 2014. 
 
17. Developed the program for the Agricultural Leaders Luncheon-August 11, 2014. 
 
18.  Participated in the Annual Soil Conservation District Cooperators Dinner-September 
4, 2014. 
 
19. Participated in the Annual Farm Bureau Food to Table Dinner at Seneca-Ayr Farm 
September 20, 2014. 
 
20. Participated in developing the Montgomery County Farm Bureau Policies for the 
upcoming 2015 MD Legislative Session. 
 
21. Worked with the County Council and the Administration to fulfill recommendations 
of the FAME Conference to reinstate positions for improving technical assistance to 
farmers: 
Ag Services Navigator, Agronomy Educator-UME, Resource Conservationist-MSCD 
 
22. Promoted the New Farmer Project Training for the Equipment Share Program 
 
23. Attended the Premiere of the MCA Growing Legacy Film on September 25, 2014. 
 
24. Assisted the League of Women Voters on their Agricultural Fact Sheet. 
 
25. Attended a stakeholders meeting with Council Member Roger Berliner and the 
County Cable Administrators for expanded high speed internet access in the agricultural 
Reserve on December 8, 2014.  
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