WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center 
4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

July 15, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.


Members Present.  Marc Korman, Chair; Jad Donohoe, Vice-Chair; Jane Boynton, John Bowis, Peggy Dennis, Tara Flynn, Scott Goldberg, Jeffrey Hearle, Fritz Hirst, Aileen Klein, Virginia Miller, Nancy Regelin and Robert Schwartzbart and John Thomas.

Minutes of Previous Meeting.  Minutes of the Board Meeting held on June 17, 2013 were approved.


Presentation and Community Forum – Montgomery County Public Schools.   Dr. Joshua Starr, Superintendent of Schools, gave a wide-ranging presentation on issues facing the public schools in Montgomery County.  He discussed the Common Core State Standards Initiative and the difficulties in defining and measuring success of teaching across a range of skills, which include not only academic and problem-solving skills, but also social and emotional skills, all of which contribute to the overall well-being of students.  In response to questions from Board members and members of the public attending the meeting, Dr. Starr’s discussion included the need for an additional middle school in the Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School feeder system, the employment of “personal happiness” counselors, the responsibility all adults have concerning the social and emotional well-being of students, future use of the Brickyard Educational Farm property, Chinese and Spanish immersion courses, allegations of financial mismanagement at the Rock Terrace school, safety in Montgomery County schools, gardening programs in schools and the fact that more than 20 percent of the new students in the Montgomery County Public Schools are English Language Learners.     

Reports:   
 
County Council.  Chad Bolt, staffer in Councilmember Berliner’s Office, gave a report that  included (1) the Council had scheduled a vote of the Chevy Chase Lake development plan on July 30, 2013, (2) the Council’s PHED committee continues to devote its televised Friday meetings to zoning code rewrite, (3) vote on a bill on roadside trees was scheduled for July 24, 2013 


  Director.   Ken Hartman reported that 
(1) applications for existing vacancies on the Bethesda Transportation Management District Board should be sent to the Regional Center by August 15, 2013, (2) the United States Post Office is still looking for another site in Bethesda for a Post Office, (3) the Post Office in White Flint will be relocated, (4) Maryland transit service buses will continue to serve Walter Reed National Military Medical Center and (5) a meeting on the CIP biennial budget priorities and a list of projects in the Western County area will be held on July 30, 2013. 

Bethesda Urban Partnership Liaison.  The Chair reported that BUP’s strategic plan includes a plan to open art studio space in the county. 

White Flint Liaison.  Board member Tara Flynn reported that the White Flint Implementation Advisory Committee held a brief meeting and discussed, among other things, obtaining a separate ZIP code for White Flint.

Letters.  The Chair reported on three letters from County Executive Isiah Leggett responding to letters the Board had written to him on Maryland Transit Administration’s proposal to eliminate commuter routes using the Intercounty Connector, the proposed Rapid Transit System and the objectives of the Transportation Management Districts in Friendship Heights and Bethesda. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.
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