WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center
4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 19, 2012

The meeting was called to order at the above regional service center at 7:00 p.m.


Members Present.  Heather Dlhopolsky, Chair;  Daniel Hoffman, Vice-Chair; Jane Boynton, Jad Donohoe, Peggy Dennis, Tara Flynn, Fritz Hirst, Ilaya Rome Hopkins, Aileen Klein, Marc Korman, Virginia Miller, Nancy Regelin, Syed Salahuddin, Robert Schwarzbart.

Minutes of Previous Meeting.  The minutes of the Board Meeting held on October 15, 2012 were approved.

Public Safety Report/Discussion.  Chief Tom Manger, Montgomery County Police reviewed the county crime statistics and trends, and the goals for the redistricting plan adopted for the county.  In the Bethesda Chevy-Chase area (District 2), the plan calls for a new Public Safety Headquarters and the addition of Potomac to the district.  In discussing the county police staffing level, Chief Manger pointed out that Montgomery County’s police force stands at 12.6 policemen per 1,000 population.  The National average is 8.5 police per 1,000, and the Maryland average is 2.7 police per 1,000.

Daniel Hoffman Resignation.  Vice Chair Daniel Hoffman announced that he is resigning from the Board to accept a position with the Office of the Montgomery County Executive.

Presentation/Discussion – Metro Red Line Improvements.  Charlie Scott, Government Relations Officer, WMATA, gave a presentation on the Metro Red Line, funding for Metro for fiscal years 11,12 and 13, Metro safety and replacement of the escalator in the Bethesda Station.  He reported that manual operation of the Metro trains would ultimately be replaced by automatic operation and that the Red Line would be the first line converted to automatic operation.  No date for the conversion has been announced.

Director’s Reports and Other Items of Interest.

1.     Budget Forum – A budget forum will be held on November 29, 2012 in Rockville.  

2.     A regional traffic funding summit will be held on December 12, 2012 in Annapolis.


3.     The Montgomery County Business Development Corporation has named Holly Sears as its first president.


4.     JBG Companies’ project for a new District 2 police station has been cancelled. 


5      Live and Learn Bethesda has been operating in the Regional Services Center conducting classes of interest to area residents.

6.     A White Flint Downtown Advisory Committee has been established by the County Council.  The Board will appoint a representative to serve as liaison to the committee.



7.     The Board nominating committee will nominate candidates for 2013 chair and vice-chair.

8.     A film festival for the Bethesda area is planned for March 2013.

9.     During a discussion of bike safety related to the Bike Share plan, Board Member Peggy Dennis moved that the Board send a letter to the County Council expressing its views on the issue of bike safety, Board Member Robert Schwarzbart seconded the motion.  No opposition to the motion was expressed.


10.    The Planning Board heard testimony on the draft Chevy Chase Lake Sector Plan at a public hearing held on October 18, 2012.  Note:  The Planning Board on January 17, 2013 approved a draft of the Chevy Chase Lake Sector Plan and sent the approved draft to the County Council and the County Executive. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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