Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center
4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814

SUMMARY OF BOARD MEETING
April 15, 2013

The meeting was called to order at the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center, 4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814 at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present. Marc Korman, Chair; Jad Donohoe, Vice-Chair; Jane Boynton; Margaret (Peggy) Dennis; Heather Dlhopolsky; Tara Flynn; Scott Goldberg; Jeffrey Hearle; Fritz Hirst; Ilaya Hopkins; Aileen Klein; Virginia Miller; Lisa Neuder; Nancy Regelin; Robert Schwarzbart; Syed M. Salauddin; John Thomas

[bookmark: _GoBack]County Council Report/Discussion. The Honorable George Leventhal, At-Large Member of the Montgomery County Council discussed his bill on Right-of-Way (ROW) trenching (Bill No. 13), introduced to the County Council on January 15, 2013. The bill requires that the County Department of Transportation (DOT) must work with public utilities and other levels of government to coordinate their work. Coordination would allow all parties to plan their work at the same time, reducing disruptions and saving costs in the long term. Mr. Leventhal’s bill will be considered by the County Council in June.

Mr. Leventhal indicated that there is an Office of Legislative Oversight (OLO) study underway to examine where opportunities exist to improve coordination between the County’s Department of Permitting Services (DPS), DOT, WSSC, PEPCO, and State agencies for work performed in County Rights-of-Way. OLO will examine the County Government’s processes for:

· Granting County Government approval for work performed in County rights-of-way (ROWs),
· Coordinating work by multiple entities in individual ROWs, and
· Ensuring that entities comply with County Government requirements for work in ROWs.

 The WMCCAB will submit at letter to the County Council in support of Mr. Leventhal’s bill.

Mr. Leventhal also discussed his support for the Bethesda Cares, a community outreach for the homeless. Drawing a distinction between homelessness and panhandling, Mr. Leventhal indicated his support to reduce panhandling in the median. At many intersections throughout the County, individuals can be found panhandling or soliciting for charity. Frequently, these individuals step off the median or adjacent sidewalk and into the road to collect money, putting the motorists and themselves at risk. A task force convened in 2010 to examine this issue and develop recommendations for practical ways to deal with this problem. A bill will soon be introduced to establish a permit system for roadside solicitation. Under this bill, solicitation from a median strip or sidewalk adjacent to a roadway without a permit would be prohibited. 
	
Presentation – Washington Gas line rehabilitation project.  Kelly Gibson Caplan, Washington Gas Community Outreach Manager, presented information about down-county gas line work.  Washington Gas will insert sleeves into existing neighborhood gas mains to improve service reliability.  The work, which will require limited roadway cuts, is being coordinating County DOT.  Ms. Caplan added that of Washington Gas supports Mr. Leventhal’s bill since it will lower costs.    

	Presentation/Discussion – Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan. Larry Cole, Master Planner, Department of Planning gave a presentation on the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Mr. Cole provided some background about the BRT. Montgomery County will grow by about 20 percent in about 30 years, with more than 200,000 jobs. With the inability to expand the roadway system and an increasing population, alternative transportation methods need so be considered. He and other planners have been working on a BRT network to improve accessibility and mobility throughout the County. The system is comprised of better buses, better bus stations, level boarding areas, and real time traffic information to know when the buses are arriving.  10 routes have been identified: Georgia Avenue North and South, MD 355 North and South, New Hampshire Avenue, North Bethesda Transitway, Randolph Road, University Boulevard, US 29, and Veirs Mill Road.  The Planning Board has scheduled a public hearing in May.

Presentation/Discussion – Bikeshare Implementation. Sandra Brecher, Chief, Commuter Services Section, Division of Transit Services, DOT gave a presentation on the Capital Bikeshare program. The Bike transit service was started by the Arlington County and D.C. governments. It is not the same as bike rental. It is designed for point-to-point short trips. Bikeshare is considered ideal for short trips of less than five miles. There will be 1,700 or more bikes at 200 docking stations. Currently, there are about 18,000 members who average about 200,000 trips/month. It will be operated by a private sector vendor called Alta Bicycle Share. The membership costs $75/year or $7/month on an installment plan. There is a membership agreement plan. If there are any mishaps, the user is responsible. It is expected that Montgomery County’s DOT will sign a contract with Alta Bicycle Share this month. The contract will provide for equipment purchase and operating costs in several areas of the County. Montgomery County’s bikeshare program will operate seamlessly with other Capital Bikeshare programs throughout the region. 

Director’s Report. Due to the full schedule, we did not have a Director’s Report or Committee/Liaison Reports.

There was no new business.

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.
