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THE TOWN OF BOYDS ORIGINATED AS A CAMP FOR WORKERS WHO, UNDER
THE SUPERVISION OF RAILROAD CONTRACTOR JAMES A. BOYD,

BUILT A SECTION OF THE METROPOLITAN BRANCH OF THE B&O RAILROAD
BETWEEN 1866 AND 1873. BOYD AND HIS WIFE SARAH SETTLED NEARBY ON A
LARGE FARM, AND THE NEW RAILROAD STATION WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOR.

HALF A MILE SOUTH WAS WHITE GROUNDS, A COMMUNITY FOUNDED BY
AFRICAN-AMERICAN FAMILIES WHO HAD FORMERLY BEEN ENSLAVED ON

NEARBY FARMS.

THE HOYLE FAMILY HAD A WATER-POWERED GRAIN MILL ON LITTLE SENECA
CREEK FROM THE EARLY 1800S TO 1903. IN 1915, SMITH HOYLE OPENED A

NEW GASOLINE-POWERED FLOUR MILL ACROSS FROM BOYD'S STATION. HE
OPERATED THAT MILL UNTIL 1940.

BOYDS, MARYLAND, AND HOYLE'S MILL
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