The Secret List - FirefighterCloseCalls.com [thesecretlist@firefighterclosecalls.ccsend.com] 

As you probably know, there were some close calls and Line of Duty deaths in recent years where radios - being used in fire environments (our environment) were part of the problem. In once again their attempt to separate fact from fiction and rumor, NIST did some scientific testing-with the cooperation and participation of the fire service and others. 

 

These new test results (below) from the NIST confirm that portable radios used by firefighters absolutely can fail to operate properly within 15 minutes when exposed to temperatures that may be encountered during firefighting activities...and not just obvious physical failure.


We rely on our radios to report our location, conditions, action, progress and our needs...often urgently. Performance problems with portable radios have definitely been identified by the NIOSH as contributing factors in some firefighter Line of Duty deaths.


ALL PORTABLE FIRE RADIOS FAILED:
All seven of the firefighter portable radios tested by NIST failed to perform properly within 15 minutes when exposed to temperature levels encountered in "fully involved" fires, as when all the contents in a room or structure are burning. Four of the handheld radios stopped transmitting, and three experienced significant "signal drift," rendering the radios unreliable for communication.
The failures occurred while the radios were subjected to a temperature of 160 degrees Celsius (320 degrees Fahrenheit), termed Thermal Class II conditions. The temperature is representative of a fully involved fire or conditions outside a room when its contents flashed over.
During the post-test cool-down period, three of the radios did not recover normal function. Like any tool we use-we need to understand the current capabilities of our radios-what we can expect-and what we cannot expect.

PLEASE TAKE TIME TO REVIEW THESE FOUR REPORTS:
 

1-NIST RADIO REPORT
http://www.nist.gov/el/fire_research/radios-120914.cfm
2-RELATED LODD REPORT
HERE is an LODD report (see recommendation 9) demonstrating the problem:

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/reports/face201113.html
San Francisco FD Double LODD:
The above FIRE killed SFFD Lieutenant Vincent A. Perez and Firefighter-Paramedic Anthony M. Valerio on June 2, 2012--READ THE BELOW for additional details and the SFFD report.

3-OVERVIEW:
http://www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?page=1236 

4-ACTUAL SFFD INTERNAL REPORT-See Page 93:

http://tinyurl.com/lvdmzj4
MCFRS FCGO 11-05 Portable Radio Use While Engaging in Firefighting Operations
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/frs-ql/resources/files/swsj/fcgo/2011/11-05-portable.pdf 
