MONTGOMERY COUNTY

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

June 26, 2023
Meeting Minutes

The monthly meeting was held on June 26, at 7 pm via the Zoom platform.  

Commissioners Present:  Hon. William England, Prof. Okianer Christian-Dark, Alejandro Becerra, Dr. Suresh Gupta, Candace Groudine, Janice Freeman, Nina Weisbroth, Dr. Rahul Jindal, Suzanne Lofhjelm, Rachel Breslin, and Terry Vann.
Commissioners Absent: Dr. Jeremiah Floyd and Stephanie Mason.
Staff Attended: Director James Stowe, Compliance Manager Loretta Garcia, and Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed.
Chair: Called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

Approvals: 

· Agenda was approved by a common consent.
· April meeting minutes was approved by a common consent.
Chair Report: MCPS’s Opt-Out Policy on LGBT-Q

· Commissioner Candace Groudine updated about the MCPS Opt-Out Policy on LGBT-Q 

· A lengthy discussion was held at the meeting.

· A motion brought by Commissioner Candace Groudine. The motion was, “the Human Rights Commission sign on to the letter of support for MCPS’s inclusive curriculum.” The motion was seconded by Commissioner Okianer Christian Dark. 

· There was a quorum to move on the motion.

· 7 Commissioners voted in favor of the motion, and 4 Commissioners voted against it.
· Commissioners who voted for the motion were: Alejandro Becerra, Nina Weisbroth, Okianer Christian Dark, Rachel Breslin, Rahul Jindal, Suzzanne Lofhjelm and Candace Groudine.

· Commissioners who voted against the motion were: William England, Suresh K. Gupta, Janice Freeman, and Terry Vann.

· The motion was passed by a majority vote.

· Commission members will draft a letter and Director Stowe will send it to the appropriate MCPS authorities.

Director’s Report: Director Stowe updated on the following issues:
· CE’s Final Budget for FY-2024

· Hosting the 2023 IAOHRA Conference in August. Director also updated the Local Host Committee report on the conference planning and preparations.
· Friendship Picnic
Human Rights Commission Work Reports:

· Gender Identity Issue: Commissioner Rachel Breslin. Discussed early.
· IAOHRA Conference. Discussed early.
· Community Reinvestment Act Training. 

Standing Committee Reports and Updates:

· No report.

Announcements: 
· Fair Housing Workshop will be held at the Rockville Memorial Library on July 19, 2023, from 5 pm to 9 pm. The workshop will be held in partnership with the National Association of Real Estate Brokers

· A CE Proclamation will be issued on the Montgomery County Open Housing Law on July 20, 2023.   

· International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies’ 2023 Annual Conference will be held from August 13 to 17 at the Marriott hotel in Rockville, Maryland.

· Montgomery County 2023 Annual Friendship Picnic will be held at the Wheaton Regional Park on August 20, 2023, from 12 noon to 5 pm.
Next Meeting:
· Next monthly meeting will be held on July 24, 2023 by Zoom.
Adjourn

· The meeting adjourned at 9:01
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