WHEATON URBAN DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Isiah Leggett Ana L. van Balen
County Executive Director

April 9, 2014
Council President Craig Rice
Montgomery County Council
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, Maryland

Dear President Rice:

Over the past several months, the Wheaton Urban District Advisory Board (WUDAC)
submitted letters to the Council on matters concerning the redevelopment of Lot 13 and the
Regional Services Center (RSC). These letters were submitted within the context of the County’s
unwavering support for the timely redevelopment of Wheaton. In turn, WUDAC strongly supports
full funding of the Wheaton Redevelopment Program (P150401).

Certainly, WUDAC has raised important questions over particular aspects of the current plans
presented to the public, particularly regarding Wheaton’s proposed town square. Yet, WUDAC has
also acknowledged that these discussions occur within the context of an ongoing dialogue over
plans that are moving forward.

The fact that WUDAC and others in the Wheaton community have come forward to actively
participate in the planning process is a testament to how urgently the community desires
redevelopment. If the County hesitates to move forward with Wheaton’s redevelopment because of
community conversations, this sends the wrong signal. Wheaton’s redevelopment has started and
stalled more than once, and any additional delay will diminish the confidence that the electorate and
private developers have in the County’s ability to follow through on its promises.

WUDAC understands that this new chapter for Wheaton redevelopment is only beginning.
The Council’s swift vote to move forward to build a new library and youth center was widely
applauded by the local community. It is important to build on the positive strides made by the
County. With the recent addition of new multiple unit dwellings that are in high demand and plans
for more, an influx of a diverse group of young families and professionals, Wheaton is beginning to
show signs of blossoming into a model of transit-oriented development.

We urge the Council to confirm its commitment to Wheaton by working with the community
to ensure the rapid realization of a revitalized Wheaton.

Sincerely,
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Henriot St. Gerard, Chair

Cc: Councilmember Nancy Navarro



