Meeting Recap: Jan. 8, 2013
Silver Spring Arts & Entertainment Advisory Committee

Marketing Silver Spring
Kelly Groff, director of the county’s Convention & Visitors Bureau, updated the group on the CVB’s marketing of downtown Silver Spring. The CVB is funding a downtown map for use in the hotels, civic building, etc., as a guide for visitors to the area. Design and exact print run has yet to be determined. She also noted the TAC wayfinding program is on hold due to an issue with the procurement of the contract, and the group discussed the difficulties outside groups have renting public spaces via the Community Use of Public Facilities process. The county is aware of the problem and the effect on bringing groups into the area, and is working on a solution. 

There is an initiative by the County Council to double its funding for the CVB from the hotel tax. Kelly reviewed the proposal. Mike presented a draft letter to the County Executive urging support for the measure, with cc:s to the council, which the group approved. (Note: The proposal passed, 8-1, and will go into effect in FY2014.)

Organizational Profile: Lumina Studio Theatre

David Minton, executive and artistic director, was invited but was unable to make the meeting. His presentation will be part of the March meeting agenda.
Video Update: Funding
Elizabeth Gallauresi reviewed some of the public grant money available for this type of project. The committee also discussed options such as crowd sourcing. With committee approval, Elizabeth volunteered to write a technical assistance grant request from the Maryland State Arts Council, the maximum of which would be $2,500. Reemberto said the county could put in the matching funds if the request is granted.

Announcements

Reemberto noted the upcoming budget forums. In addition, Docs in Progress is looking for nominations to its boards.

Note: The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 12 in the civic building.
