Meeting Recap: May 14, 2013
Silver Spring Arts & Entertainment Advisory Committee

Organizational Profile: Maryland Youth Ballet 

Charles Barnett had a unexpected trip out of town and was unable to attend. We will reschedule.

The Blairs Project
Eric Posner of The Tower Companies led a presentation that laid out the plans for an extensive makeover of The Blairs. The company intends to rebuild some apartment building and redesign the current property to create an integrated, urban community. It will include new mixed-use development with office space, about 160,000 square feet of retail and 1,370 apartments on the 28 acres of property. Plans call for six parks within the complex, at least two of which will include space for public performances and the company intends to program these spaces in a way that doesn’t compete with existing activities. 

The company will try to relocate the existing public art in the area. Committee members urged consideration of additional public art and include indoor performance space. Posner indicated his willingness to meet with interested parties to further discuss these ideas. He also noted that the project will be built in phases and could take as much as 15 years to be completed.

United Therapeutics Expansion Plans

Several executives from the company presented plans for an expansion of the UT headquarters that would front on Colesville Road at the intersection of Spring Street, replacing a county garage that is no longer used. It will be net-zero energy building that will incorporate some retail tenant(s), a green roof over parking space, and solar panels. 

Consistent with other parts of the headquarters, the company plans to install additional public art, both conventional and environmental. 
Video Update: Funding
Elizabeth Gallauresi informed the committee that a technical assistance grant request for $2,500 from the Maryland State Arts Council had been approved. Reemberto reiterated that the county would put in the matching funds. Two possible videographers have been recommended and Mike and Elizabeth will talk with them, pick one and plan to begin shooting in June. Committee members were invited to participate in the conversations if they desired to do so.

Other
Suzan Jenkins presented the committee with a proposal to de-accession a piece of public art that is in need of restoration at a cost of $40,000. The sculpture in question is “Criss Cross” by Albert Paley, a well-known artist, which is currently installed at the corner of Fenton St. and Burlington Ave. The Arts & Humanities Council has been in touch with a collector of the artist’s works who would be willing to purchase and move the piece for $25,000. This would save the council $40,000 and provide $25,000 that could be put to other uses. 

The county has never de-accessioned public art; this would be a first. The committee had a number of questions about the idea. The council has been asked to float the proposition to the community prior to making a formal recommendation to the County Council, and this conversation was the first one. The committee took no action, preferring to wait until a formal proposal was on the table. 

Note: The committee adjourned for the summer and will meet again in September.
