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Happy New Year!  January is a good month to re-examine our efforts to 
reduce waste, reuse materials, recycle everything that can be recycled and 
to buy recycled products.  Did you know, that on average, over one million 
tons of waste is generated in Montgomery County, Maryland annually? 
That averages to approximately one ton or 2,000 pounds of trash 
generated by each person living in the County.  What efforts have we 
taken that reduce the amount of waste we generate each day? 

When shopping, look at the packaging -- is it the type of packaging that 
can be recycled in Montgomery County’s recycling program?  Also, buy in 
bulk to minimize packaging and plan meals to reduce food waste.  Make 
sure you use that reusable bag whenever and wherever you shop.  At 
work, set the office copier and printer to make double-sided copies.  And, 
pack a waste-free lunch for work, or for your kids in school.  For more 
ideas, take a look at page 3 of this issue of the Civic Loop Newsletter, or 
visit us online at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling.  Together, our 
efforts make a big difference.

Thank you for all that you do at home, at school, at work, and in your 
communities to protect our environment.  Your efforts to reduce waste and 
recycle are making positive differences, resulting in cleaner land, air and 
water. Recycling and buying recycled products keeps the recycling loop 
going, creating a demand for the materials we recycle each and every day. 

For more information about waste reduction, reuse, recycling, buying 
recycled and more, contact Alan Pultyniewicz, Recycling Coordinator, at 
alan.pultyniewicz@montgomerycountymd.gov or call 240-777-6480. Keep 
it going and recycle more now!       

    

          
              Alan Pultyniewicz   
      Recycling Coordinator

Happy New Year!

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
(Monday, January 16, 2017)

If your collection date 
normally would be:

Your collection day this 
week is:

Monday, 

January 16, 2017

Tuesday, 

January 17, 2017

Tuesday, 

January 17, 2017

Wednesday,

January 18, 2017

Wednesday,

January 18, 2017

Thursday,

January 19, 2017

Thursday,

January 19, 2017

Friday, 

January 20, 2017

Friday, 

January 20, 2017

Saturday, 

January 21, 2017

Presidents Day 
(Monday, February 20, 2017)

If your collection date 
normally would be:

Your collection day this 
week is:

Monday,

February 20, 2017

Tuesday,

February 21, 2017

Tuesday,

February 21, 2017

Wednesday,

February 22, 2017

Wednesday,

February 22, 2017

Thursday,

February 23, 2017

Thursday,

February 23, 2017

Friday, 

February 24, 2017

Friday, 

February 24, 2017

Saturday, 

February 25, 2017

Remember to place your recycling 
containers at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on 
your recycling day.



Keep It Going! Recycle More Now.

Montgomery County’s recycling programs date 
back to the 1970’s.  Since that time, the County’s 
recycling efforts have expanded and new programs 
developed that protect our environment to ensure 
that our land, air and water will be cleaner for all 
future generations.  These efforts have continued 
in the past several years as a number of changes 
have been made to the County’s solid waste laws 
and recycling regulations. Here is a brief summary 
of those changes.  More information on these 
laws and regulations can be found online at www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling.

Council Bill 28-16
On November 15, 2016, the Montgomery County 
Council enacted Council Bill 28-16.  This legislation 
requires the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) to develop a strategic plan to advance 
composting, the use of compost, and food waste 
diversion in Montgomery County.  The Department 
will evaluate a number of considerations and work 
with several County agencies and numerous other 
stakeholders.  The deadline to transmit the Strategic 
Plan to the County Council is January 1, 2018. 

Executive Regulation 1-15 
Recycling has been mandatory in Montgomery 
County since 1993.  Executive Regulation (ER) 1-15 
is the most recent update to the County’s recycling 
regulation and became effective on April 26, 2016.

ER1-15 included a few changes from the regulations 
that were last revised in February 2005.  These 
changes included:

• Updated and/or added new definitions 

• Added language allowing DEP to add to the list of 
mandatory materials for recycling through means 
other than regulatory changes

• Amended requirements regarding the set-out 
and removal of solid waste containers from the 
curbside within a certain timeframe

• Updated Waste Reduction and Recycling Plan/
Reporting requirements for businesses and multi-
family properties, including that plans and reports 
can be submitted electronically 

• Added requirement to the annual reports for 
multi-family properties to include a description 
of the multi-family entity’s efforts to educate 
residents about its recycling programs

• Placement of containers for recycling and solid 
waste collection for multi-family and commercial 
properties must be located within a reasonable 

and convenient proximity to the on-site uses, as 
recommended by DEP 

• Added language clarifying that collectors serving 
multi-family and commercial properties must 
collect materials for recycling separate from solid 
waste 

• Clarified commercial recycling/waste reduction 
program requirements apply to all generators and 
businesses, including property owners, property 
managers, whether individuals or entities, and 
common ownership associations, including boards 
of commercial condominium associations  

• Clarified language for waste reduction and 
recycling plans and annual reports noting 
that, for common ownership communities, the 
governing body must submit a single plan and 
annual report covering all businesses within that 
common ownership property that are served 
by a commonly managed waste and recycling 
collection system. 

Council Bill 1-16
Council Bill 1-16, enacted by the County Council 
on March 15, 2016, amended existing County law 
that prohibits the disposal of solid waste on certain 
public and private property, and includes increased 
penalties.  Additional penalties for improper disposal 
of solid waste was authorized in an amendment to 
State law in 2015.

Council Bill 41-14
In January 2015, the County Council passed and 
the County Executive signed Council Bill 41-14, 
a prohibition on the use and sale of expanded 
polystyrene food service products and expanded 
polystyrene loose fill packaging.  In addition, this 
legislation also requires all food service businesses, 
County agencies, contractors and lessees, that serve 
food for on-site or off-site consumption, to use either 
recyclable or compostable food service ware.  The 
ban on the use and sale of expanded polystyrene was 
effective on January 1, 2016.  The requirement to 
use recyclable or compostable food service ware is 
now effective, as of January 1, 2017.

The Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Division of Solid Waste Services works with 
communities, multi-family properties and businesses 
to ensure compliance with all solid waste and 
recycling regulations and requirements.  Technical 
assistance is also available for businesses and multi-
family properties.  Call 3-1-1 or 240-777-0311 or 
visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling for 
more information.

Recent Updates to Solid Waste/Recycling Regulations



www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling

Recycle Your Christmas Tree
Now that the holidays are over, be sure to recycle your live Christmas tree. Christmas trees 
can be placed at the curb on your normal recycling collection day.  Here are some simple 
tips to remember when recycling Christmas trees:

• Remove the stand and all decorations including lights, ornaments, tinsel and garland. 

• Do not place the tree in a large plastic bag. 

• Residents of single-family homes may recycle Christmas trees at the curb on their 
regular recycling collection day. 

• Businesses and residents of apartments and condominiums should check with their 
property/business manager or representative for specific Christmas tree recycling 
instructions. 

• Live Christmas tree branches and needles can be recycled at home by placing them 
under trees and shrubs as a layer of mulch, or adding them to a compost bin.

New Year’s 2017 - Resolve to Reduce Waste
Happy New Year! Here are some simple ways we can reduce the amount of waste 
we generate here in Montgomery County, each day, all year long, whether at home, 
work or school.

• Use reusable glassware, dishware, flatware, cups and mugs. 

• If you need to print an email or other document, remember to change the setting 
on your printer so that you print on both sides of a sheet of paper.

• Remember to take and use reusable shopping bags when shopping at the grocery 
store, farmer’s market, drug store and the mall.

• Opt out of unwanted mail by contacting organizations to request that they remove your mailing address from 
their mailing lists.  Also, visit opt-out services such as DMA Choice at: www.dmachoice.org. 

• When packing lunch for work and school - consider a Zero Waste Lunch. Pack food and drinks in reusable 
containers, use reusable flatware, cloth napkins, and of course, a reusable lunch box or bag.

• Donate quality clothing and other household items to your favorite charitable organization for reuse.

• Pack leftover food in reusable food containers.

• Donate extra leftover food from meetings and events 
to local shelters and food pantries, such as Manna Food 
Center, as well as other non-profit organizations.

• Review documents online and use editing software to 
track and make edits electronically.

• Compost your yard trim materials, such as leaves, 
grass clippings and garden trimmings.  Compost bins 
are available to Montgomery County, MD residents at 
no additional charge.  Call 311 or 240-777-0311 or 
visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/yardtrim for a list 
of locations to pick-up a compost bin.

• In the spring, summer and fall, remember to 
“grasscycle.” That is the process of leaving the grass 
clippings on the lawn after it is mowed.  The grass 
clippings will disappear in a day or two and the 
nutrients will improve the health of your lawn.

Donate unused food to your favorite charitable 
organization or local food bank. Fresh produce is 
always needed.



Montgomery County, Maryland
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Solid Waste Services
Waste Reduction and Recycling Section

Contact: Alan Pultyniewicz, Recycling Coordinator
101 Monroe Street, 6th Floor
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Website: www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling
Customer Service: Call 3-1-1 or (240) 777-0311 (outside Montgomery County) 
TTY: (301) 251-4850

Tours of the Montgomery County Recycling Center for groups of 10 or more people can now be scheduled 
on-line.  Check for availability and schedule a tour today at: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/facilities/rc/tours.html

This information is available in an alternate format by calling Alan Pultyniewicz at (240) 777-6480.
  Please print on recycled and recyclable paper.

Upcoming Events

Visit our website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling for details.

January, 2017 
•	 January 1, 2017: All food service establishments 

must use recyclable or compostable food service 
ware

•	 January 16, 2017: MLK Day of Service - 
Bethesda North Marriott Hotel and Conference 
Center (1:00-3:00 p.m.)

February, 2017:
•	 February 1, 2017: Annual Waste Reduction 

and Recycling Reports due from all multi-family 
properties and all large businesses (250 or more 
employees)

March, 2017:
•	 March 1, 2017: Annual Waste Reduction and 

Recycling Reports due from selected-small 
businesses, all medium-size businesses, and 
from property owners/managers of commercial 
properties

April, 2017:
•	 April 22, 2017: Earth Day 

May, 2017:
•	 May 4, 2017: Compost Workshop - Twinbrook 

Library (6:30-7:30 p.m.)
•	 May 6, 2017: 3rd Annual Montgomery County 

GreenFest - Bohrer Park Activity Center, 
Gaithersburg (11:00-4:00 p.m.)

 

Contact Information


