
Snowdens Mill/Falling Creek 
Stream Restoration 

Project Selection 
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•
Survey and Site Analysis 
February 2014 

•
Public Meeting #1              
8-19-2014 

•
Concept Design Plans 
May 2015 

•
Revised Design Plans  
Summer 2017 

•
Public Meeting #2            
1-23-2018 

•
Community Stream Walk 
Spring 2018 

•
Final Designs Plans 
Fall 2018 

•
Construction 
Spring 2019-Fall 2020 

Project Schedule 
*dates are tentative and subject to change 

Project Facts 

Montgomery County has a continuing commitment to protect and improve its 
water resources. The Countywide Stream Protection Strategy, published by 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), evaluated biological, 
chemical, and  habitat         
conditions of streams in the 
County, and identified impaired 
“priority” subwatersheds for 
restoration, including        
Snowdens Mill/Falling Creek 
(see map). The project reaches 
were also identified as priorities 
for restoration in the Lower 
Paint Branch Watershed Study.  

The Maryland Department of 
Environment (MDE) has 
identified the waters of the 
Anacostia River watershed 
on the State’s 2014 Integrated Report as impaired for bacteria, polychlorin-
ated biphenyls (PCBs), trash and debris, excess nitrogen and phosphorus, 
low oxygen, and excess sediment.  

Project Status: In Design 

Drainage Area: 423 acres 

Imperviousness: 18% 

Project Length: 8,500 feet 

Estimated Cost: $5,432,000  

Watershed: Anacostia River 

Contact: Miranda Reid 

Email: Miranda.Reid@               
montgomerycountymd.gov 

Phone: 240-773-0802 

Monitoring: Pre- and post-restoration 

Heavy stormwater flows have eroded the stream 
banks undercutting trees and causing debris jams. 

Snowdens Mill and Falling Creek drain into Paint 
Branch, a tributary of the Anacostia River. 
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Miranda Reid 
240-773-0802 
Miranda.Reid@montgomerycountymd.gov  

Pre-Restoration Conditions 

Restoration Actions 

Roadways, bridges/culverts, utilities, and 
development have disrupted natural stream 
processes in these watersheds. Snowdens Mill and 
Falling Creek tributaries are characterized by highly 
incised and eroding channels that have become 
disconnected from their original floodplains. The 
relocation of the middle reach of Snowdens Mill more 
than 75 years ago has positioned it up against a high 
valley wall causing erosion on the hillside and stream 
banks that are over ten feet tall.  Throughout both 
tributaries, bank erosion and channel widening is 
undercutting tree roots causing trees to fall into the 
channel. Fallen trees can form debris jams that 
disrupt the stream.  

In the majority of the project area, the restoration 
approach raises the stream channel to reconnect it 
with the existing floodplain. This will allow high flows 
to spread out across the floodplain to dissipate 
erosive energy.  On the Lower Reach of Falling 
Creek, the floodplain will be lowered and graded to 
reconnect it with the stream channel creating an 
integrated floodplain wetland system that reconnects 
the stream with the groundwater. This approach will 
also allow high flows to spread across the floodplain 
and reduce bank erosion. The middle reach of 
Snowdens Mill tributary, just upstream of Serpentine 
Way, will be relocated away from the 10-foot high 
valley wall.  

Toe boulder protection, root wad revetment, and 
native plantings will help provide streambank stability 
and provide enhanced habitat for the stream and 
floodplain. Instream, riffle habitat structure and step 
pool features will reproduce natural stream conditions 
and provide long-term channel stability and enhanced 
aquatic habitat.  

Contact Us Visit the Project Website 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/
restoration/snowdens-mill-falling-creek.html 

Ac ve erosion of the stream channel  causes highly  incised 

channels, steep banks, and disconnects the stream channel 

from its natural floodplain (Snowdens Mill). 

Step pools func on as grade control gently rou ng 

stream flow through steep sec ons slowing erosion  

processes and sediment transport (Paint Branch).  

Rootwad revetment consist of tree stumps and boulders 

placed into streambanks both for stabiliza on and  improved 

instream habitat for fish and other species (Turkey Branch).   


